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Houb nepsas

Brina uygHas HOYb, TaKas HOYb, KOTOPAs pa3Be TOJIBKO M MOXKeT OBITh TOTHA, KOT[la Mbl MOJIOMH,
mio0e3HbIN ynTaTenb. Heb6o OblJI0O TaKoe 3Be3[[HOE, TaKoe CBeTJioe HeGO, UTO, B3TJITHYB Ha HETO,
HEBOJIbHO HYXHO OBIJIO CIPOCUTHL ce0s: HeyXKeNu kKe MOTYT XKUTh IOJ TaKuM HeOGoM pa3Hbe
CepOUTHIe U KAMPU3HBIE JTI0OU? ITO TOXKE MOJIOLOM BOMPOC, TH0OE3HLIM YUTATEh, 04€Hb MOJIOIOM, HO
IIOII/IM €r0 BaM TOCIOAb 4alle Ha ayiny!.. [oBops 0 KanpU3HBIX U Pa3HBIX CEPAUTHIX TOCIOMaX, S He
MOT He NPUIIOMHUTDL M CBOEro 071aroHPaBHOTO MMOBEOEeHUs BO BeCh 3TOT AeHb. C caMOro yTpa MeHs
CTajla My4YHUTh KaKas-TO yOUBUTeIbHaAs TOCKa. MHe BOPYT IOKa3ajaoCh, 4YTO MeHs, OOUHOKOI0, BCe
IIOKHAI0T U YTO BCE OT MeHs OTCTymaioTcsa. OHO, KOHEUHO, BCIKUU BIIpaBe CIIPOCUTh: KTO XK 3TH BCe?
IIOTOMY YTO BOT YK€ BOCEMb JIE€T, KaK 5 XKUBY B [leTepOypre, u Mo4YTH HA OOHOTO 3HAKOMCTBA He
yMmern 3aBecTu. Ho Kk yeMy MHe 3HAKOMCTBa? MHe u 6e3 TOro 3HakoM BecCh IleTepOypr; BOT moueMy
MHE ¥ II0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO MEHS BCe IOKUOAIOT, Korfaa Bech [leTepOypr MogHSNICS ¥ BAPYT yexall Ha
mayy. MHe CTpalllHO CTAaJI0 OCTaBaThCsS OMHOMY, U IEJIBIX TPU OHS 5 OPOOHUII 0 TOPOAY B ITy0OKOM
TOCKe, PEeIIUTEIbHO He IIOHUMas, 4YTO CO MHOU Aenaetcd. [lougy nu Ha HeBckuii, mouAdy v B caf,
OpoxXy nu 110 HaOepexKHOM — HU OOHOTO JIMIla U3 TeX, KOro IIPUBLIK BCTpedaTh B TOM JKe MeCTe, B
M3BECTHBIM 4ac, 1enslit rog. OHM, KOHEYHO, He 3HAIOT MEHS, Ma SI-TO UX 3Hal. £ KOPOTKO UX 3Hal0; g
IOYTH U3Y4YMI UX QU3NOHOMUM — U NI00YIOCh HAa HUX, KOTJa OHU BeCeJlbl, ¥ XaHIPI0, KOTJa OHU
3aTyMaHATCS. f mMO4YTH CBesl APyXKO0Yy C OMHUM CTapU4YKOM, KOTOPOTO BCTpeYa KaxKIblid 00KUN OeHb,
B U3BECTHHU 4ac, Ha PoHTaHKe. DM3MOHOMUS TaKas BaxKHas, 3aJlyMulBas; BCe IIemYeT IOJ HOC 1
MaxaeT JIeBOM PYKOM, a B IpaBod Y HETO OJIMHHAs Cy4yKoBaTasl TPOCTh C 30JI0THIM HaOangamHUuKOM.
Iaxxe OH 3aMeTUJI MeHS U MPUHUMAET BO MHe AylIeBHOe y4acTue. Cayduch, 4To s He Oymy B
M3BECTHBIM Yac Ha TOM ke MecTe POHTAaHKHM, I YBEPEH, UTO Ha HEro HamageT XaHApa. BOT oTyero mMul
WHOTA YyTh He KJIaHSeMCsI OPYT C ApyroM, oco0eHHO Korga o0a B XOPOIIEeM PacCIIOI0OKEeHUH OyXa.
HameqHu, KOoTfla MBl He BHIAIUCH IeJible IBa [OHSA U Ha TPETUU NeHb BCTPETHUIUCH, MH ykKe OBIJIO U
CXBaATHUJIUCH 3a IIJIAIMH, ia 071ar0 OTIOMHUIMCH BOBPEMS, OIYCTUIM PYKH U C y4aCTUEM IIPOLIIU OPYT
noasie opyra. MHe ToxXe U foMa 3HaKOMBL. Korga s uny, Kaxabiii Kak OynTo 3aberaet Biepen MeHs
Ha yNIu1y, TISOUT Ha MeHs BO BCe OKHA U YyTh HE TOBOPUT: «3OPAaBCTBYUTE; KaK Ballle 3[I0POBLE? U 4,
cnmaBa bory, 3mopoB, a Ko MHe B Mae Mecsile mpubaBaT 3Tax». Mnu: «Kak Bale 3mM0poBbe? a MeHS
3aBTpa B MOYMHKY». Unu: «4 4yTh He Cropen U MPUTOM KCIOyrajucs» u T. A. 3 HUX y MeHS eCThb
MOOMMIIEL, €CTh KOPOTKUE NPUSATENH; OOUH U3 HUX HaMepeH JIEYUTHLCS 3TO JIETO Y apXUTEKTopa.
HapouHo Oyny 3ax0ofuTh KaXkKOblii IeHb, YT00 He 3aJienuiid KaK-Hubynb, coxpaHu ero rocmnogu!.. Ho
HUKOTHA He 3a0yay UCTOPHUU C OOHUM IIPEXOPOIIEHbKUM CBETI0-PO30BEIM JOMUKOM. ITO OBII TAaKOH
MUJIEHbKUYM KaMEHHBINM TOMUK, TaK IIPUBETIMBO CMOTPEI Ha MEHS, TaK TOPAEINBO CMOTPEN Ha CBOUX
HEYKJII0XKHUX COCefie, YTO MOe Cepple pafoBaoch, KOrga MHe CIy4ajaoCch IIPOXOAuTh MUMO. Bapyr,
Ha MPOIIJION Hepdele, g IPOX0XKY IO YIUIle U, KaK MOCMOTPeN Ha MPUATENs — CHBIIY XKalo0HBIN
KPUK: «A MeHS KpacsiT B KeNTyI0 KpacKy!» 3momen! BapBapsl! OHM He MOLIaAUIN HAYEro: HU KOJIOHH,
HY KapHU30B, U MO NPUATENb MOXKeNTeN, KaK KaHapelKka. Y MeHS 4yTh He pa3jinjiach XKeldb 10



3TOMY CJIy4alo, ¥ 5 ellle [0 CHX II0p He B CHJIaX OB MOBUAATHCS C U3YPOJOBAHHEIM MOUM OEOHSKOM,
KOTOPOT'0 PACKPAaCHUIK MOf LIBET MOJHEOEeCHOM UMIIEPHH.

VTak, BH IOHMMAaETe, YNTATeNlh, KaKUM 00pa30M s 3HAaKOM CO BceM [TeTepOyprom.

4 yx&Ke ckasasl, 4YTO MeHs IIeJIble TPY JHS MY4usao 0€CIIOKOWCTBO, TOKAMeCT S HOrafgaliCsi O MpUYUHe
ero. M Ha ynuiie MHe OBITIO Xy[o (TOT0 HET, 3TOTO HeT, Ky/a [eJICsI TAaKOW-T0?) — [a ¥ JoMa s OB caM
He CBOH. [IBa Beuepa moOMBAJICS 5: YeT0 HEJOCTAaeT MHE B MOEM YTJIy? OTYero Tak HeJIOBKO OBITIO B
HeM OCTaBaThCA? — U C HEIOYMEeHHEeM OCMAaTPHUBAJl 51 CBOM 3ejIeHble 3aKOITejble CTeHEI, ITOTOJOK,
3aBeIIaHHBIN MayTUHOM, KOTOPYIO C GOMBIIMM yCIEXOM pa3Boguia MaTpeHa, lepecMaTpPUBa BCIO
cBOI0 Me0Oesb, OCMATPUBAJ KaXXbli CTYJ, OyMas, He TyT nu Oema? (IOTOMY YTO KOJIb ¥ MEHS XOTh
OIMH CTYJ CTOMT HE TaK, KaK BUepa CTOsJI, TaK 5 caM He CBOM) CMOTpPEI 3a OKHO, ¥ BCe ITOHAIMPACHY...
HUCKOJIbKO He OblIo nerye! 4 maxe B3myman OvIIO mMpu3BaTh MaTpeHy W TYT XKe chesal e
OTEYeCKUH BHITOBOP 3a MAyTHHY ¥ BOOOIIe 3a HEPSIIeCTBO; HO OHA TOJBKO ITOCMOTPEJIa Ha MEHS B
YIOUBIIEHUH U TIOIIIa IPOYb, HE OTBETUB HHU CJIOBA, TAaK YTO IIAyTHHA eIlle [0 CUX IOp 0IaromoaydHo
BUCHUT Ha MecTe. HakoHeII sT TOJIbKO CETOMHS MOYTPY AOTafalcs, B 4eM feio. J! ma BeOb OHU OT MEHS
yaupaloT Ha gauy! IIpocTuTe 3a TPUBHAIBHOE CJIOBIIO, HO MHE OBIJIO HE 10 BBICOKOT'O CJIOTA... [IOTOMY
YTO BeOb BCE, UTO TOJIBKO HU Ob1I0 B [leTepOypre, Uiy rnepeexaso, Wik Iepee3kao Ha Jady; IOTOMY
YTO KaXKIBIM MOYTEHHBIN IOCIOOWH CONMUIHON HAPYKHOCTH, HAaHUMABIIMH M3BO34YKMKA, Ha I'Jla3a MOU
TOTYac xKe oOpalancs B IOYTEHHOTO OTI[a CEMENCTBA, KOTOPHIH MOCIie OOBIIeHHBIX MOJIXKHOCTHHBIX
3aHATUN OTIPABISETCS HajlerKe B HeOpa CBOeW GaMuiIuu, Ha gady; MOTOMY YTO Yy KaXOoro
IIPOX0XKeTo ORI TEMephb yKe COBEPIIEHHO 0COOBIM BUM, KOTOPHIA YyTh-4yTh HE TOBOPUII BCIKOMY
BCTPEYHOMY: «MEI, TOCIIOfIa, 3MECHh TOJIBKO TAaK, MUMOXOMOM, a BOT Yepe3 [IBa Haca MHl yeeM Ha
mauyy». OTBOPSIJIOCH JIM OKHO, IT0 KOTOpoMy mobapabaHuiu CHavana TOHeHbKHUe, Oelble, Kak caxap,
IaTbYMKKU, ¥ BHICOBHIBAJIACh T'OJIOBKA XOPOIIEHbBKOMN MEBYIIKM, IOA3BIBABIIEN Pa3HOCUYHKA C
TOPIIKaM¥ IIBETOB, — MHE TOTYAC e, TYT XK€ MPeACTaBjIsIIOCh, YTO 3TH LBETH TOJBKO TakK
TIOKYIalTCs, TO €CTh BOBCE HEe MOJIs TOT0, YTOO HACJaXMOaTbCsS BECHOW W I[BETAMHU B MYUIHOH
TOPOMICKOM KBapTHPE, a YTO BOT OYEHb CKOPO BCE MEePeenyT Ha Hayy ¥ I[BETH ¢ 0000 yBe3yT. Maio
TOTO, S yXKe chaejlajl TaKWe YCIeXd B CBOeM HOBOM, 0COOEHHOM POMe OTKPBITHM, YTO yzKe MOT
6e30mub0YHO, TI0 OMHOMY BUAY, 0003HAYUTh, HA KAaKOX KTO made xkuBeT. O6utaTtenu KameHHOro u
ATnTeKapCKOro OCTPOBOB UK IleTeprodCKoii JOPOTH OTINYAINCH U3YUEHHBIM U3SIIEeCTBOM IIPHEMOB,
IIeTOTbCKUMH JIETHUMHU KOCTIOMaM¥ ¥ IIPEKPACHBIMHU 9KUIIaXKaMH, B KOTOPEIX OHM IIPHUeXaji B TOPO.
Kutenu [TaproymoBa u TaM, T'e MOJabIle, C IEPBOTO B3TJIsAAa «BHYIIAIN» CBOUM GaropadyMueM u
CONMUOHOCTBIO; MOCETUTENNh KpecTOBCKOTO0 OCTPOBa OTIMYAJICS HEBO3MYTHUMO-BECEJIBIM BUIOM.
YmaBanmoch M MHE BCTPETUTH OJIMHHYIO IMPOILECCHUI0 JIOMOBHIX M3BO3YHKOB, JIEHUBO IIEOIIUX C
BO3XKaMM B PyKax IIOfJie BO30B, HAaTPyXKEHHHIX IIeJILIMA FOpaMHu BCSIKOU MebOesu, CTOJIOB, CTYIIbEB,
IWBAHOB TYPEUKHUX U HETYPEIKUX ¥ MPOYUM JOMAIIHUM CKapOoM, Ha KOTOPOM, CBEPX BCETO 3TOTO,
3a4acTyio Bocceqala, Ha caMO¥ BEPIIKMHE BO3a, TINEeAyIIHAs KyXapka, Oeperyimas 6apckoe qo0po Kak
3€HUIly 0Ka; CMOTPEII JIX 5 Ha TAKEJI0 HarpyKeHHBIe IOMaIllHel0 YTBaPhIO JIOJKHU, CKOJIb3UBIIKE 10
Hese unb ®oHTaHKe, 10 YepHO! PEUYKM MITh OCTPOBOB, — B0O3a U JIOOKH YOECATEPSIIUCH, YCOTEPSITUCH
B I'Jla3aXx MOWX; Ka3aJioCh, BCe IOMHSIOCH U II0€XaJi0, BCe Mepecesisiyioch IeJbkIMKA KapaBaHaMH Ha
mady; Kasanoch, Bech [leTepOypr rpo3un oOpaTUTLCS B MYCTHIHIO, TaK YTO HaKOHEI[ MHe CTaJlo
CTBIOHO, OOMIHO ¥ TPYCTHO: MHE PEIINTeIbHO HEeKyoa U He3aueM OBIJI0 eXaTh Ha Javy. S roToB OB
YUTH C KaXObIM BO30M, yeXaTh C KaXKOBIM TOCIOJWHOM MOYTEHHOW HApPYXKHOCTH, HAaHWMABIIUM
M3BO3YMKA; HO HU OJUH, PEIIUTENIbHO HUKTO He MPUTJIAaCUJI MEeHs; CJIOBHO 3a0blIM MEHs, CJIOBHO S
IJIsT HUX OBIJT ¥ B CAMOM [IeJie 4yKOw!

4 Xogun MHOTO ¥ [OJITO0, TaK YTO YK€ COBCEM YCIIeJI, TI0 CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHMIO, 3a0BITh, TOE 51, KaK
BOPYT OYYTHIICA ¥ 3aCTaBH. BMUT MHe CTajio BeCejo, U s IIarHya 3a uiarbaym, momes Mexay
3aCesTHHBIX TI0JIeH M JIYT'OB, He CIIbIIIAJ YCTAIOCTH, HO YYBCTBOBAJ TOIBKO BCEM COCTABOM CBOMM, UTO
KakKoe-To OpeMs cllafjaeT ¢ Ay Moel. Bce mpoe3xkue CMOTPENH Ha MeHS TakK IIPUBETIIMBO, YTO



PELIUTENIbHO YyTh He KJIaHSIUCh; BCe OBITM TaK pajbl Y4EMY-TO, BCE 10 OMHOT'0 KyPHIH curapsl. U s
OBl paj, KakK elle HUKOT[a CO MHOM He Clydasnochk. TOYHO 5 BAPYT O4yTuUics B MTanuu, — Tak
CUJIBHO IIOpa3ujia Mpupoga MeHsi, moy0oIbHOT0 TOpPOkKaHWHA, YYTh HE 3a0XHYBLIET'0CS B TOPOLOCKUX
CTEeHax.

EcTh 4TO-TO HEU3BSICHUMO TpOTraTejibHOE B Hallled meTepOyprckoi mpupoge, Korma OHa, C
HACTYIIJIeHUEM BECHBI, BAPYT BHIKAXKET BCIO MOIIb CBOIO, BCe lapOBaHHbIe eif HeOOM CUJIbI, ONYIIUTCS,
Pa3psAOUTCS, YIIEeCTPUTCA I[BeTaMu... Kak-To HeBOJIbHO HAallOMHHAET OHa MHeE Ty [IeBYIIKY, YaxJIyio U
XBOPYIO, Ha KOTOPYIO BEI CMOTPUTE MHOTHA C coXkKaJeHueM, MHOTHa C KaKOl-TO COCTpafaTeIbHOI0
m000BBI0, MHOTTIA K€ ITPOCTO He 3aMedaeTe ee, HO KOTOpas BOPYT, Ha OOUH MUT, KaK-TO HEYasTHHO
clelaeTcsd HEM3BbSICHUMO, YYAHO IPEeKpacHOIO, a Bhl, MOpPaxKeHHBIM, YIIOEHHBIN, HEBOIbHO
crpamrBaeTe cebsi: Kakas Cuja 3acTaBujia OJMCTATh TaKUM OTHEM 3THU I'PYCTHBIE, 3aJyMUYUBLIE
r7a3a’? YTO BHI3BAJIO KPOBh Ha 3TU OnefHble, MOXYyIeBIINe MeKU? YTO 00IMIO0 CTPAaCThi0 3TH HEKHBIE
YepTHl MHila? 0TYEro Tak B3OLIMAETCS 9Ta IPyAb? YTO TaK BHE3aIlHO BHI3BAJIO CUILY, JKU3Hb ¥ KPaCoTy
Ha nuio OegHOM OEeBYIIKH, 3aCTaBUIIO ero 3abnucTaTbh TaKO# YNIBIOKOM, OXKUBUTHLCS TAKUM
CBEPKAIIKUM, HCKPOMETHHIM CMeXOM? BBl CMOTPHUTE KPYrOM BHl KOTO-TO HILETE, BBl JOTaJbIBAETECE...
Ho Mur mpoxomuT, ¥, MOXeT ObITh, Ha3aBTPa Xe BHl BCTPETUTE OMSIThH TOT XKe 3aJyMUYMUBHIU U
pacCcesiHHHIM B3rNA[, KakK U Ipexpe, TO Xke OlegHOe JIUIO, Ty XKe MOKOPHOCTh U POOOCThH B
IBUXKEHUAX U faxe packasHUe, faxe Cliedbl KAKOW-TO MEPTBAIIEN TOCKM U JOCAAbl 3a MUHYTHOE
yBiedeHue... U XKanb BaM, 4TO TaK CKOpPO, Tak 6€3BO3BpaTHO 3aBsja MIHOBEHHas KpacoTa, YTO Tak
00MaHYMBO ¥ HApPacHO 0j1eCHYJla OHA Mepej BaMK, — XKaJlb OTTOr'0, YTO [aXKe MOJI0UTL ee BaM He
ObLJI0 BpEMEHH...

A Bce-Taku MOsT HOYB OblTa nyuine gHs! BoT Kak 9T0 ObLIO.

4 mpuien Ha3an B TOPOX OYeHb IIO3MHO, U yKe MPOOUIIO JecaTh YacoB, KOTfa S CTal MOAXOAUTH K
KBapTupe. [fopora Mos Iia 1Mo HabepexkHo# KaHajla, Ha KOTOPO# B 9TOT YacC He BCTPETHUIIb XKUBOU
nymu. [IpaBma, 1 XXUBY B OTHajleHHeWIled 4acTU ropopa. f Ien u mej, IOTOMY 4TO, Korga g
CYACTIIUB, 51 HEIIPEMEHHO MYPJIBIKal0 YTO-HUOYOb PO cebsl, KaK U BCSIKUW CUACTIIUBEIM YEJIOBEK, Y
KOTOPOTO0 HET HU Opy3eid, HU JOOPHIX 3HAKOMEIX U KOTOPOMY B PafOCTHYI0 MHUHYTY He C KeM
pa3penuTh CBOK PafgoCTh. BApyr co MHOM CITy4MIIOCh CaMO€ HeOXKUOAHHOE IIPUKITIOUEHNE.

B cTOpOHKe, IPUCIOHUBIINCE K IIepUjIaM KaHaja, CTOsja XXeHIUHA; 00JI0OKOTUBIINCEH Ha PEIIeTKY,
OHa, MO-BUOUMOMY, 0YeHb BHUMAaTeIbHO CMOTpeJla Ha MyTHYIO BoOy KaHana. OHa Oblja ofeTa B
IIPEeMUJIEHbKOU XKeJITOU IUIANKE U B KOKETIMBOM YEePHOU MaHTHUJIbKE. «IJTO OeBYIlKa, ¥ HEIPEMEHHO
OploHeTKa», — nogyMarn 1. OHa, KaxeTcs, He C/IbIXala IIar0B MOUX, faXe He IIeBeJIbHyJack, Koraa s
Ipollles MUMO, 3aTauB [bIXaHue U C CUIbHO 3abuBmuMcsa ceppueM. «CTpaHHo! — mogymarn s, —
BEPHO, OHA 0 4eM-HuUOy[Ob O4YeHb 3aJyMallach», U BAOPYT S OCTAHOBUJICA KaK BKONAHHHEIM. MHe
TIOCTIBIIIATIOCH IJIyX0e phifaHue. [la! g He oOMaHyIICs: OeByIIKa IJlakajla, 1 Yepe3 MUHYTY ellle U ellle
BCx/UNbIBaHUe. boxe moit! ¥ MeHS cepalle cxkanoch. M Kak s HU PoOOK C XKeHIMHaMHU, HO BeOb 3TO
Oblna Takas MuHyTa!.. I BOPOTUICS, WIATHY K HEX ¥ HempeMeHHO Okl mpousHec: «CynapeiHsa!» —
ecnu 6 TOJBKO He 3HaJI, YTO 9TO BOCKJIUI@HUE YXKe THICAYY Pa3 NPOU3HOCUIIOCH BO BCEX PYCCKUX
BEJINKOCBETCKUAX pOMaHaX. JTO OOHO X OCTAHOBUIIO MeHs. Ho mokamecT g IpUHUCKHUBAJ CJIOBO,
[eByILIKa OYHYJIACh, OTNSHYNACh, CIOXBATUJIACh, IMOTYNUIACh U CKONB3HYJIa MUMO MEHS IO
HabepexHou. { ToTYac XKe IOIIeN BClen 3a Hel, HO OHa Aorafanach, ocTaBujla HabepexHYI,
Ilepellia Yepe3 YIUIy U IOIIA 10 TPOTyapy. f He mocMen nepeuTu dyepel ynuny. Cepale moe
TpeneTaso, KaK y IOMMaHHOY NTUYKU. BAPYTr OOUH Cyday NpUIles KO MHEe Ha ITIOMOIllb.

[To To¥ CTOpOHE TPOTyapa, HefalieKo OT MOei He3HAKOMKH, BOPYT MOSBUIICS TOCIOOUH BO (pake,
COTMOHBIX JIET, HO HeJlb3sI CKal3aTh, 4T00 CONMUOHOM moxonku. OH IeJI, MOMIATHBAsCh ¥ OCTOPOKHO
onupasick 00 CTeHKY. [IeByIlIKa e IIlJIa, CJIOBHO CTPeJIKa, TOPOIINBO U poOKO, KaK BOOOIIE XOOSAT BCE
IEeBYILIKYW, KOTOPEIE HE XOTAT, YT06 KTO-HUOYIb BEI3BAJICS ITPOBOKATH UX HOYBIO JOMOM, U, KOHEYHO,



Ka4yaBIIUICS TOCIOAWH HU 3a YTO He [orHasl Okl ee, ecnu 6 cynmbba MOST HE HaLOyMHUJIA ero IOMCKATh
HMCKYCCTBEHHBIX CPEICTB. BOpyr, He CKa3aB HUKOMY HU CJI0BA, MOM TOCIIOOUH CPBIBAETCS C MeCTa U
JIETUT CO BCeX HOT, 0EXUT, MOTOHSS MO0 He3HaKOMKY. OHa Ijla KaK BeTep, HO KOJIBIXaBIIUHCS
TOCIIONWH HACTUTAJl, HACTHT, JeBYIIKa BCKPUKHYJIA — H... s 6JIar0CIOBIISI0 CYyAb0Y 3a ITPEBOCXOTHYIO
CY4YKOBATYIO IAJIKy, KOTOpAas CIY4YUIIach Ha 9TOT pa3 B MOeH IIPaBoi pyke. 51 MUTOM OYyTHIICS Ha TOH
CTOPOHE TPOTyapa, MUTOM HE3BAaHHIU T'OCIOAWH TOHSJ, B YeM MeJ0, MPUHSAN B cooOpaxkeHue
HEOTPA3UMBIHM PE30H, 3aMOJT4aJjl, OTCTAl U TOJILKO, KOTla y2Ke Mbl ObIJIM OYeHb JaJIeKo, IIPOTEeCTOBA
IIPOTHUB MEHS B MOBOJIBHO 9HEPTMYECKUX TepMUHax. Ho [0 HAc efBa HOJIETEIHN CJI0BaA €ro0.

— [TaliTe MHe PyKy, — CKa3aJj s MOel He3HaKOMKe, — U OH He ImocMeeT O0JIbIlle K HaM IIPUCTABATh.

OHa MoT4a Imojjajia MHe CBOIO PYKY, ellle IPOKaBIIyI0 OT BOMHEHUS U ucnyra. O He3BaHBIN TOCIOAUH!
Kak g 61arocnoBnsn Tebs B 3Ty MUHYTY! 91 MeNIbKOM B3TJISHYI Ha Hee: OHa Oblyla MpeMUIeHbKas U
OpioHeTKa — s yrajaj; Ha ee YepHBIX pecHHUllax elne 61ecTelu CIe3WHKU HeflaBHEr0 UCIyra UK
IpexXHero rops, — He 3Hal. Ho Ha ry6ax yxe cBepkasa yiabi6ka. OHa TOXe B3TJISHYJIa HAa MEHS
YKPaOKOH, clieTKa IMOKpPACHela U MOTYIUIIACh.

— Bor BupuTe, 3aueM xke BHl TOTHa OTOrHaNu MeHs? Ecnu 6 51 ObIT TYT, HU4ero OBl He CITy4YHIOCh...
— Ho s Bac He 3Hana: g myMasa, 4TO BH TOXKE...

— A pa3Be BHI Telleph MEHS 3HAETe?

— HemHoxkK0. BoT, Hanmpumep, 0TYET0 Bbl JPOKUTE?

— O, BH yTrajanu Cc mepBoro pa3a! — oTBeYas s B BOCTOPTE, YTO MOS [EBYIIKA YMHUIA: 9TO MPH
KpacoTe HUKOTHA He MelnaeT. — [la, BH C IIEPBOTO B3TJIsiga yragaiu, ¢ KeM umeere fesno. ToyHo, 5
PO6OK C KEHITMHAMHY, 5 B BOJTHEHbE, He CIIOPI0, He MeHbIIle, KaK ObIIM Bbl MUHYTY Ha3af, KOTHa 3TOT
TOCIIOOYWH UCITyTall Bac... 1 B KAKOM-TO HUCIyTe Temnephb. TOYHO COH, a S JaXke W BO CHe He rafall, 4To
Korfa-HuOyaps 6ymy TOBOPUTH XOTh C KAaKON-HUOYOb KEHIIUHOM.

— Kak? neyxenu?..

— Ia, ecnu pyKa MOSI OPOXKHUT, TO 9TO OTTOT0, YTO HUKOTHA elle ee He oOXBaThBajia TaKasd
XOpOoIleHbKasd MajleHbKas PyYKa, KakK Bama. {1 COBCeM OTBBIK OT JXEHIIWH; TO €CTh 1 K HUM U He
IIPUBLIKAJI HUKOTA; 1 BEeOb OOUH... 1 JaXe He 3HAI0, KaK FOBOPUTH C HUMU. BOT U Temeps He 3HAKO —
He CKa3aJl 14 BaM KakKo#-HuOynpb riaymoctu? CKaxuTe MHe NMPSIMO; Ipedynpexkpailo Bac, S He
00MIUUB...

— Hert, HU4ero, HuU4ero; HaIIPOTHUB. U ecnn YK€ BEL Tpe6yeTe, yT00 5 OBITIA OTKPOBEHHAQ, TaK 4 BaM
CKaXy, 4YTO XKEHIIMHAM HPABUTCA TaKad pOGOCTB; d €CJIM BBl XOTHUTE 3HATH GOHBHIG, TO U MHE OHa
TOXK€ HPaBUTCA, XU g4 HE OTTOHIO BacC OT cebs OO0 CaMOro goMa.

— BeI cmenaeTe co MHOM, — Hayal s, 3a[bIXasich OT BOCTOPra, — YTO S TOTYaC XkKe IepecTany poOeTs,
U TOra — [pOoIail Bce MOU CpencTBal..

— CpepncTBa? Kakue CpefcTBa, K 4eMy? BOT 3TO YK AYPHO.

— BuHOBaT, He Oyay, y MeHs C sI3kIKa COPBAJIOCh; HO KaK 2Ke BEl XOTHTE, YTO0 B TAKyI0 MUHYTY He
OLLIIO XXeJIaHud. ..

— IloHpaBUThLCS, YTO K7



— Hy ma; ma 6ynwte, pagu bora, 6ynbTe moOpel. [TocymuTe, KTo si! Begb BOT y2K MHE [BaAIlaTh LIECThb
JIeT, a 1 HUKOTO HUKOTAa He Bufan. Hy, Kak e S MOT'y XOPOIIIO TOBOPUTh, JIOBKO U KCTaTU? Bam xke
OymeT BHITOfIHEE, KOTHAa BCe OymeT OTKPHITO, HAPYXKY... {1 He yMelo MoI4aTh, KOTa Cephale BO MHE
rosoput. Hy, ma Bce paBHO... [loBepuTe 11, HY OOHOU XEHIUWHB], HUKOraa, Hukorga! Hukakoro
3HAKOMCTBa! ¥ TOJIBKO Me4Talo KaXAbIi NeHb, YTO HAKOHEL-TO KOTAa-HUOyab I BCTPeUy KOro-HUOYIb.
Ax, ecru 0 BbI 3HAJIM, CKOJILKO pa3 s OBIT BI0OIEH TaKUM o0pa3oMm!..

— Ho kax xe, B Koro xe?

— [la HU B KOT0, B Ufieall, B Ty, KOTOpas IPUCHUTCA BO CHe. fI co3haro B MeuTax Liejible poMaHH. O,
BH MeHS He 3Haerte! [IpaBha, HeNb3s ke 6e3 TOTo, 1 BCTpedaln ABYX-TpeX XKeHIIWH, HO KaKue OHU
JKEHIIWHBI? 9TO BCe TaKue XO035UKH, 4TO... Ho 4 Bac HacMellry, s pacCKaxXy BaM, 4YTO HECKOJIbKO pa3
IOyMaJjl 3arOBOPUTH, TaK, 3alIPOCTO, C KaKOU-HUOYOb apUCTOKPATKOM Ha yiHlle, pa3yMeeTcs, KOraa
OHa OMHA; 3arOBOPUTH, KOHEYHO, pOOKO, MTOYTHUTEIbHO, CTPACTHO; CKa3aTh, YTO IOorubaio oguH, 4T0O
OHa He OTTOHSJIa MEHS, YTO HET CPeMiCTBa Y3HATh XOTh KaKyl0-HUOYOb XKEHITUHY; BHYLUIUTh €H, 4TO
naxe B 00513aHHOCTSIX KEeHIIUHBI He OTBEPTHYTh pOoOKOM MONIBOEI TAKOT0 HECUACTHOI'O YejIoBeKa, Kak
g. YTo, HaKOHeIl, ¥ BCe, 4ero g TpeOyio, COCTOUT B TOM TOJIBKO, UTOO CKa3aTh MHe KaKue-HUOyOb OBa
cnoBa OpaTCcKHWe, C y4aCTHEM, He OTOTHATh MEHS C IepBOTO IIara, MOBEPUTH MHE Ha CIOBO,
BBICJIYIIIATh, YTO 51 6yIy TOBOPHUTH, ITOCMESIThCS HAO0 MHOM, €CJIH YTOIHO, 0OHaIeXUTh MEHs, CKa3aTh
MHe [IBa CJI0Ba, TOJIBKO [IBa CJI0Ba, IOTOM IIYCTh XOTh MBI C HEM HUKOIr'[a He BcTpedaeMcs!.. Ho Bul
CMeeTecCh... BmpodeMm, g Ojisg TOro u roBOpIo...

— He mocapytite; 1 cMeloch TOMY, 4TO Bh caMu cebe Bpar, U ecnu 6 Bel IOTPOOOBaIH, TO BaM OBl U
yIanock, MOXeT OBITh, XOTh OBl ¥ Ha yJUlle feyo OblI0; YeM Ipolle, TeM nydiie... Hu ogHa gobpas
JKeHIIIMHA, eClI¥ TOJIbKO OHA He TIyIa Ud 0COOEHHO He CepAuTa Ha YTo-HUOy[Ob B Ty MHUHYTY, He
petmuiack OB OTOCTIATh Bac 0€3 9THX [ABYX CJIOB, KOTOPHIX BB TaK POOKO BHIMAJIMBAeTe... BpoueM,
YTO 51! KOHEYHO, MPUHSsiIa OBl Bac 3a cyMmacinefiero. 4 Bemb cyguna mo cebe. CaMa-To s MHOTO 3HAl0,
Kak JIIOY Ha CBETE XKUBYT!

— 0, 6Haroz[ap10 BaC, — 3aKpHU4al {1, — BBl He 3Hd€Te, YTO BEI OJIS MEHS TeIlePb coenanu!

— Xoporo, xopowo! Ho ckaxute MHe, I0YeMy BHl Y3HAJIU, YTO S TaKasd XKeHIMHa, C KOTOPOU... HY,
KOTOPYIO BBl CYMUTANIM [HOCTOMHOM... BHUMAHUS U APYXKOBL... OTHUM CJIOBOM, He X03sAMKa, KaK BH
Ha3blBaeTe. [loueMy BBl PELIUIUCE IONOUTUA KO MHE?

— HO‘-IGMY? noquy? Ho BHI ObINTH OOHH, TOT TOCIIOOHNH OBIJT CIAMIIKOM CMeJI, TellepPb HOYb:
COI'JIaCUTECh CaMH, 4YTO 3TO 00513aHHOCTb...

— Her, Her, ellle npexpe, TaM, Ha TOU CTOPOHE. Belb BEI XOTENIU XKe IOJOUTUA KO MHE?

— Tawm, Ha To¥ cTopoHe? Ho 51, mpaBo, He 3Hal0, KakK 0TBe4aTh; 51 00I0CE... 3HaeTe JIU, s CerOnHs OBLI
CYaCTNIUB; s IIeJI, Tefl; g OB 3a TOPOOOM; CO MHOM ellle HUKOTAA He ObIBAJI0 TaKMX CYACTIIMBBIX
MUHYT. BEl... MHe, MoXeT OBITh, ITOKa3anlock... Hy, mpocTute MeHs, eClIu g HAOMHIO: MHe
I10Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO BHI IIJIAKaJIY, U f... I He MOT CJIBIIATh 3TO... Y MEHSI CTECHUJIOCH cepple... O, 6oxke
Moli! Hy, ma HeyXeu XKe s He MOT IIOTOCKOBaTh 00 Bac? Heyxenu ke OBIJI Tpex MOYYyBCTBOBATH K
BaM OpaTckoe cocTpafaHue?.. I3BUHUTE, s CKa3al cocTpafanue... Hy, 1a, ODHUM CII0OBOM, HEyXKelH
s MOT Bac 00HMMIeTh TeM, YTO HEBOJILHO B3AyMaJiOCh MHE K BaM ITOOUTH?..

— OcTaBbTe, HOBOJILHO, HE TOBOPUTE... — CKa3aja AeBYyIIKa, IOTYIUBIINCh U CXKaB MO0 PyKy. — A
caMa BMHOBATa, YTO 3aroBopuiia 00 3TOM; HO g pafia, YTo He omubIach B BaC... HO BOT yXe g IOMa;
MHe HYXKHO CIOfla, B IepeysoK; TyT [ABa mara... [Ipomaiite, 61arogapio Bac...

— Tak HeyxKenu ke, HEYXKeIu Mbl 00JIbIlle HUKOTHA He yBUAUMCA?.. HeyXKenu 3To Tak ¥ OCTaHeTCs?



— Bupgute nu, — cKasama, CMesCh, AJEBYIIKaA, — BB X0T€JIM CHa4adlla TOJIBKO OBYX CJIOB, a TE€IIEPk...
Ho, BIIPDOYEM, s1 BaM HUYEro He CKaXy... MoxeTt GBITL, BCTPETHUMCH...

— {1 mpupy cioma 3aBTpa, — ckasan 5. — O, MPOCTUTe MeHs, s y&Ke Tpe6yio...
— [la, BEI HETEPIIENUBEL... BE IIOYTH TpedyeTe...

— Tlocnymatite, mocnyiakTe! — npepsan s ee. — [IpocTUTe, €Cli 1 BaM CKaXy OMSATh YTO-HUOYIb
Takoe... Ho BOT 4TO: 94 He MOTy He NPUUTHU CIOOa 3aBTpa. I MeudTaTeslb; Yy MEeHd TaK Majo
IEeVCTBUTENIbHOM XKU3HY, YTO 5 TaKue MUHYTH, KaK 3Ty, KaK Tenepb, CUNTAI0 TaK PEAKO, YTO He MOTY
He MOBTOPATH 3TUX MUHYT B MeuTaHbsX. Sl mpoMeuTaro 06 Bac Ie/Iyl0 HOYb, IEJTYI0 HeJelio, BECh IO,
¢ HenpeMeHHO NPHUAY CIOfa 3aBTPa, UMEeHHO CIofla, Ha 3TO XXe MeCTO, UMEeHHO B 9TOT 4ac, u 0yny
CYaCTIMB, IDUIIOMUHASA BUepallHee. YK 3TO MECTO MHE MHUJIO. Y MeHs yXKe eCTb TaKue [Ba-Tpu
MecTa B [leTepOypre. {1 maxke omuH pa3 3aljiakaj OT BOCIIOMUHAaHbS, KakK BHL... [loueM 3HaTh, MOXKET
OBITH, ¥ BB, TOMY Ha3a[ [eCSATh MUHYT, TJlaKald OT BOCIIOMUHAHbA... HO IpoCTUTE MeHd, S ONATh
3a0BIICS; BB, MOXKET ObITh, KOTTA-HUOYIb OBITH 30eCh 0COOEHHO CYACTIIUBHL. ..

— XopoIro, — CKa3asa AeByIlKa, — s, M0XkKalyi, MPUOy Clofa 3aBTpa, TOXKEe B JeCITh YacoB. Buxy,
YTO 51 y2Ke He MOT'Y BaM 3allpPeTHuTh... BOT B 4eM [ej0, MHe HyKHO OHITh 371eCh; He IogyMauTe, 94To0 5
BAM Ha3HayaJla CBUOAHWeE; 5 MpedyIpexXaao Bac, MHE HyKHO OBITh 3mech mis cebss. Ho BOT... Hy, Y&
s BaM IPSIMO CKaxXy: 9TO OymeT HHUYero, eCciii U Bl IPUIETE; BO-MEPBEIX, MOTYT OBITH OMSThH
HETPUSTHOCTH, KaK CETONHS, HO 9TO B CTOPOHY... ODHUM CJIOBOM, MHE IIPOCTO XOTEJI0Ch OHI Bac
BUIETh... YTOO CKa3aTh BaM [[Ba CJIOBa. TONIbKO, BUAUTE NIM, BH HE OCYOUTE MEHS Temephb? He
IIOJyMalTe, YTO 5 TaK JIETKO Ha3Hayalo CBUOAHUS... {1 Obl 1 Ha3Hayuna, eciu 6... Ho mycTs 910 Oymer
Mod TavHa! TOJIBKO BIepeq yrosop...

— VroBop! roBopuTe, CKaXKKUTe, CKaXKUTe BCE 3apaHe; 5 Ha BCe COTJIACeH, Ha BCe TOTOB, — BCKpHUYal
s B BOCTOpPTe, — 1 0TBeYal 3a cebs — Oyamy MOCIyIIeH, MOYTUTEIEH... BBl MEHS 3HAETE...

— HMIMeHHO OTTOTO0, YTO 3HAI0 BAC, ¥ IIPUTJIAIIAi0 Bac 3aBTPa, — CKa3ajla CMesCh JeByIIKa. — f Bac
COBepIIeHHO 3Hai0. Ho, cMOTpHUTE, IPUXOOUTE C YCJIOBHEM; BO-TE€PBHIX (TOMBKO OymbTe HOOPHI,
WCIIOJIHUTE, YTO 5 IOIPOIINY, — BUAMUTE JIU, S TOBOPIO OTKPOBEHHO), He BIIOOISIUTECH B MEHS... ITO
HeJb3s, yBepsito Bac. Ha opyxk0y s roTOBa, BOT BaM pyKa MoS... A BITIOOUTHCS Heb3s, POy Bac!

— Knsnych BaM, — 3aKpuyar 5, CXBaTUB €€ PYUKY...

— TlonHOTE, HE KISTHUTECH, S Be[b 3HAI0, Bbl CIIOCOOHHI BCIIBIXHYTH KakK 1mopox. He ocyxkmaiiTe MeHs,
€CJIU S TaK roBOpPI0. Ecniu O BH 3HaNHU... Y MEHSI TOXKe HMKOTO HEeT, C KeM OBl MHE MOXKHO OBIJIO CJIOBO
CKa3aTh, y Koro OBl coBeTa CIpPoCUTh. KOHEYHO, He Ha y/Iulle XKe MCKaTh COBETHUKOB, Ja BHI
UCKII04YeHne. ¢ Bac Tak 3Halo, KakK Oy[ATO yXKe MBI ABafLaTh JIeT ObIM OPy3bsaMu... He mpaBha M, BRI
He U3MeHuTe?

— YBuguTe... TOIBKO S HE 3HAI0, KakK YXK g DOXHUBY XO0TA CYTKH.

— Cnurte nokpende; 0o6poit HOYM — U NMMOMHHUTE, YTO 5 BaM yxKe BBepuiach. Ho BE TaK XOPOIIO
BOCKJIMKHYJIY laBeda: HeyXKeJu XK JaBaTh OTYET B KaXKOOM YyBCTBe, Jaxe B OPaTCKOM COUYyBCTBUU!
3HaeTe N1, 3TO OBIJIO TAaK XOPOIIO CKa3aHO, YTO Y MEHS TOTYAC JKe MeJbKHYJIa MbIC/Ih JOBEPUTHCS
BaM...

— Panu Bora, HO B ueM? 4TO0?

— Io 3aBTpa. [TycTs 310 GymeT mokaMmecT TaiHO#. TeM mydie O Bac; XOTh u3nanu OygeT Ha pOMaH
nmoxoxe. MoxeT OBITh, 1 BaM 3aBTpa ke CKaXy, a MOXeT ObITh, HET... 51 elle c BaMu Hamepe[



IIOTrOBOPIO MEI TIO3HAKOMUMMCS JTy4IIIe...

— O, ma g BaM 3aBTpa e BCe pacckaxy mnpo cebs! Ho 4To 3T0? TOYHO Yygo CO MHOW COBEPIIAETCH...
I'me s, 6oxke mou? Hy, cKaxuTe, HEYXKeIu BH HEIOBOJbHH TEM, UTO HE PACCEPAUINIUCEH, KaK OBl
cIoenana Apyras, He OTOTHA/lIM MeHs B caMOM Haudane? [[Be MUHYTHI, ¥ BH CHeJlalld MeHS HaBCerga
cyacTiauBLIM. [la! c4acTIMBEIM; TOYEM 3HATh, MOXKET ObITh, Bl MEHS C CO00¥ ITOMUPUIIH, Pa3peIlnuiid
MOU COMHEeHHUA... MoxeT OBITh, HA MeHS HaXOMSAT TakKue MUHYTH... Hy, ma s BaM 3aBTpa BCe
pacckaxy, BH BCe y3HaeTe, BCe...

— XO0poI110, MPUHUMAIO; BEl U HAYHETE...
— Cormaces.

— Jlo cBupaHbs!

— Jlo cBugaHbs!

W MBI paccTanuch. 1 XOOua BCIO HOYb; ST He MOT PEIIUTHCS BOPOTUTHCS OOMOM. f OBIT TaK CUACTIIMB...
0o 3aBTpal

Housb BTOpas

— Hy, BoT u moxkunu! — ckasaja OHa MHe, CMesICh U [T0KKUMast MHE 06e PYKH.
— 41 3mech yKe [Ba 4aca; BH He 3HAeTe, 4TO OBLJIO CO MHOM IIeJIHIN NeHB!

— 3Halo, 3Hal0... HO K Jieny. 3HaeTe, 3a4yeM 5 npunuia? Benb He B37mop 60aTaTh, Kak Buepa. BoT 4To:
HaM HYKHO BIlepefi yMHel nnoctynarth. 1 060 BceM 3TOM BYepa JOJIro Aymara.

— B uem xe, B yeM ObITh yMHee? C Moell CTOPOHEI, S TOTOB; HO, IPaBo, B XKKW3Hb HE CIIy4anoch CO
MHOIO0 HUYero yMHee, KaK Telepb.

— B camomMm mene? Bo-miepBHIX, IPOILY Bac, He XKMUTE TaK MOUX PYK; BO-BTOPHIX, 0OBSIBIIAI0 BaM, 4TO S
00 Bac cerofgHs JONT0 pa3gyMbIBaa.

— Hy, 1 yeM Xe KOHYUIIOCH?

— Yem KoHUMNIOCH? KOHYUIIOCH TeM, YTO HYKHO BCe CHOBa HadaTh, IOTOMY YTO B 3aK/II0YEHUE BCETO
s pelImsia CerofHs, YTO BH ellle MHE COBCEM HEU3BECTHEHI, YTO S BYepa IIOCTYIHIa Kak peOeHOoK, KaK
[IeBOYKa, U, pa3yMeeTCcs, BHIIJIO TaK, YTO BCEMY BUHOBATO Moe 106poe ceplle, TO eCTh 5 II0XBaiuiia
ce0s1, KaK ¥ BCerjga KOHYaeTCs, KOTrfa M HauHeM CBoe pa30uparh. Y moTomy, 4T00 IOIPABUTH
omnOKYy, s peluia pa3y3HaTh 00 Bac caMbIM nmogpobHenmuM o6pa3oM. Ho Tak Kak pa3y3HaBaTh O
BaC He y KOTO, TO BH U [IOJIKHBI MHE CaM{ BCe pacCKa3aThb, BCIO MOAHOTOTHYI0. Hy, 4TO BH 3a
yenoBek? [Tockopee — HauWHaWTe &Ke, paCCKa3hiBalTe CBOIO HCTOPHIO.

— Hcropurw! — 3akpuyarn g, ucnyrasmuch, — uctoputo! Ho KTo BaM cKa3aj, YTO y MeHS eCTh MO4
UCTOPUA? y MEHS HET UCTOPUHU. ..

— Tax Kak e BBl JKWJIH, KOJIb HET UCTOPUU? — Tepebuiia OHa, CMESCh.

— CoBepiieHHo 6e3 BCIKUX HCTOPHUM! Tak, XuJ, KaK y HaC TOBOPUTCS, caM 1o cebe, TO eCTh OOUH
COBEPIIIEHHO, — OJIWH, OJUH BIIOJTHE, — IIOHMMAETEe, YTO TaKoe OOuH?



— Jla xak oguH? To eCTh BBl HUKOI'O HUKOI'Ia He BUOAIN?
— O HeT, BUAETH-TO BUXKY, — a BCe-TakK! 5 OOUH.

— YTo XK€, BB pa3Be HE TOBOPUTE HU C KeM?

— B cTporom cMEICIE, HU C KEM.

— Jla KTo Xe BBl Takou, o6bsacHUTECH! [TOCTOMTE, 51 MOTagbEIBAlOCh: Y Bac, BEPHO, eCTh 0alyIlKa, KakK U
y MeHs. OHa cnemnast 4 BOT yXe LeNlyl0 XKUA3Hb MEHs HUKya He IIyCKaeT, Tak 4YTo f IOYTU pa3ydusnach
COBCEM TOBODHUThL. A KOTfa s Halllallujla TOMY Ha3aj rofa ABa, TaK OHA BUJOUT, 4TO MeHS He
yIepXKHUIllb, B3sijla IPU3Bajia MeHs, ja U IpUIINuiInia 0y1aBKoi Moe IjlaThe K CBOEMY — U TaK MHI C
TeX 0P ¥ CUOUM II0 LeJIBIM JHSIM; OHA YYJIOK BAXKeT, XOTh U Cjlelasi; a 4 MOAJie Hee CUAY, LIeU WU
KHUXKKY BCJIyX el YUTall — TaKOW CTPaHHBINM 00BIYaii, UTO BOT yKe [IBa rofja MpUIINUIeHHA. .

— Ax, 60xke MoH, Kakoe HecuacThe! [la HET Ke, Y MeHs HeT Takou 6abyuIku.
— A KOJIb HeT, TaK Kak 3TO BBl MOXKETe JoMa CULETh?..

— [locnymaniTe, BBl XOTUTE 3HATh, KTO S TAKOB?

— Hy, ma, na!

— B cTporom cMeIcne cioBa?

— B camom cTporom cMeIcyie cjioBa!l

— H3BONbTE, 1 — THII.

— Tun, tun! Kako¥ THI? — 3aKpuyala [eBYIIKa, 3aX0X0TaB TakK, KakK OYOTO e I[elb#dl rog He
yIaBanoch cMesiThCS. — [la ¢ Bamu mpeBeceio! CMOTpPUTE: BOT 3[eCh €CTh CKaMelKa; csameM! 3mech
HUKTO He XOOUT, HaC HUKTO He YCHBIIIUT, © — HaYMHANTe XKe Ballly UCTOPUIO! TOTOMY UTO, YK BHI
MeHS He YBEPUTE, Y BaC €CTh UCTOPHS, a Bhl TOJIBKO CKPEIBAa€TECh. BO-TIePBHIX, YTO 9TO TAKOE THUII?

— Tun? tun — 3TO OPUTHHAJ, 3TO TAKOU CMEITHOW 4YeJIOBeK! — 0TBedal §, CaM PacXOXOTaBIINCh
BCJIe[ 3a ee JeTCKUM CMeXOM. — JTO TaKOH XapakTep. CiyliaiTe: 3HaeTe B, UYTO TaKOe Me4TaTeslb?

— MeuTartens? MO3BOIbLTE, fa KaK He 3HATh? 1 cama MeuTaTelb! MHOM pa3 cugumis noaie 6abymky u
Yero-4ero B rojioBy He BougeT. Hy, BOT 1 HauyHeIlllb MedTaTh, Ja TakK pa3fyMaellbCcsi — HY, IIPOCTO 3a
KNTalCKOTo IIpHHIIA BEIX0OXKY... A Be[Ib 3TO B APYroM pa3 u xopoino — mMeuTath! HeT, Bupouem, 6or
3HaeT! OcobeHHO ecu ecTh U 0€3 3TOTO 0 YeM AyMaTb, — npubaBuila OeBYIIKA Ha 9TOT pa3 OOBOJILHO
CEephE3HO.

— TIpeBocxogHo! YV Konu pa3 BBl BHIXOOUIIM 3a OOTAbIXaHAa KHTAWCKOTO, TakK, CTAJI0 OBITEH,
COBEpIIEHHO oMeTe MeHs. Hy, ciymraiite ... Ho mo3BoibTe: Befp s ellle He 3Hat0, Kak Bac 30BYT?

— HaxkoHen-t1o! BOT paHo BCIIOMHUIIHA!
— Ax, 6oxe Moii! 1a MHe ¥ Ha yM He IIPHUIIIO, MHe OBIJIO U TaK XOPOIIO...
— Mens 30ByT — HacTeHbKa.

— HacTtenbpka! u TOJIBKO?



— TonpKo! ma HeyKenu BaM MaJjio, HEHaChITHBIY BBl 3TAKOM!

— Marno nu? MHoro, MHOTO, HallpOTUB, 0YeHb MHOT0, HacTeHbKa, ToOpeHbKas BH AEBYIIKa, KOJIH C
IIePBOTO Pa3y BHI [JIsT MeHs cTanu HacTeHbKOIM!

— To-To xe! Hy!
— Hy, Bot, Hactenska, cinymanTe-Ka, Kakas TyT BEIXOOUT CMeEIIHAs UCTOPUSI.
4 ycemncs nopmne Hee, IPUHAI IeOAHTCKU-CEPBE3HYIO 103y ¥ Haydall CIOBHO II0-TUCAHOMY:

— Ectp, HacTeHbKa, eciiu BE TOTO He 3HAETe, eCTh B [leTepOypre MOBOILHO CTPaHHBIE YTONKU. B aTH
MecTa Kak Oy[ITO He 3arjsgfbiBaeT TO e COIHIEe, KOTOPOEe CBETUT [JIS BCeX MeTepOyprcKux moae, a
3arnsgabsiBaeT KaKoe-TO APyroe, HOBoe, KakK Oy[TO HapOYHO 3aKa3aHHOE [JIg 9THUX YTJIOB, XU CBETUT Ha
BCe MHBIM, 0COOEHHBEIM CBETOM. B aTux yrnax, Munas HacTeHbKa, BEIXKHMBaeTCSd Kak OYOTO COBCEM
opyras XWU3Hb, He IT0X0XKas Ha Ty, KOTOpas BO3je HAC KUIIUT, a TaKas, KOTOpas MOXeT OBITh B
TPULECATOM HEeBeIOMOM LIapCTBE, a He Y Hac, B Hallle Cepbe3HOe-IIpecepbe3Hoe BpeMsa. BoT 3Ta-To
JKU3Hb U €CTh CMECh 4ero-To YUCTO (paHTaCTUUECKOTO, TOPSAY0-UealbHOTO U BMeCTe C TeM (YBHI,
HacTtenbka!) TyCK/I0O-Ip03alyHOI0 ¥ 0OLIKHOBEHHOT'0, UTOO He CKa3aTh: 10 HEBEPOSITHOCTH IIOIIJIOTO.

— O@y! rocmomu 60ke Moi! Kakoe mpenuciioBue! YTo ke 3TO I TaKOe YCIIbIITY?

— Ycnnimute Bol, HacTeHbKa (MHe KaXXeTCs, 1 HUKOTOa He yCTaHy Ha3blBaTh Bac HacTeHbKOM),
YCTIBIIIUTE BB, UYTO B 3THX yIjlaX IPOXMBAIOT CTPaHHBIE JTIOOW — MedTaTeNnu. MedTaTeslb — €ClHU
HYKHO ero noppo6Hoe ompefieneHe — He YeJIOBEK, a, 3HaeTe, KaK0oe-TO CYIIeCTBO CPeOHETo pofa.
CenuTtcs oH 00JblIeI0 YACTHUIO THe-HUOYOb B HEIIPUCTYIIHOM VIIIy, KaK OYATO TauTCd B HEM AaxKe OT
ITHEBHOT'0 CBeTa, U YK ecyu 3abepeTrcs K cebe, TO TaK ¥ MPUPACTET K CBOEMY yTIy, KaK yIUTKA, UJIH,
10 KpaliHeu Mepe, OH OYEeHb IT0X0XK B 3TOM OTHOIIEHWY Ha TO 3aHMMAaTe/IbHOE XKHUBOTHOE, KOTOpPOe U
JKMBOTHOE M JJOM BMECTe, KOTOPOe Ha3hIBaeTcsl yepemnaxoi. Kak BBl qymMaeTe, OTYET0 OH TakK JTIOOUT
CBOU 4YeTHIpe CTEHBI, BHIKpallleHHBIE HEIPEMEHHO 3eJIeHOI KPAacCKOl0, 3aKOITeNble, YHEIIBE U
HEII03BOJIUTEIbHO 00KypeHHBIe? 3aUeM 3TOT CMEUIHON T'OCIOAWH, KOT[la er0 MPUXOAUT HAaBECTHUTh
KTO-HMOYIOb M3 €er0 pegKuX 3HAaKOMHBIX (a KOHYAaeT OH TeM, YTO 3HAKOMEIE Y HEr0 BCe IEePeBOMSTCS),
3a4yeM 3TOT CMEIIHOM YeNIOBEK BCTPeYaeT ero, TakK CKOH(Y3UBIINCEH, TaK U3MEHUBIIUCH B JIUIIE U B
TAKOM 3aMelllaTeIbCTBe, KaK OYATO OH TOJBKO YTO CHEJIal B CBOMX YETHIPEX CTeHaX MPeCTYIJIeHNuE,
KakK 6ynTo oH ¢habpukoBasn (anbinuBeie OyMaXkKK WM KaKue-HUOYAb CTUIIKY [JIST OTCHIJIKY B XKYypHAaI
IIPX aHOHMMHOM IIMCbMeE, B KOTOPOM 0003HadaeTCs, YTO HaCTOSIINM MO3T yKe yMep U YTO OPYT ero
CUMTaeT CBSIIEHHBIM [OJITOM ONyO0JIWKOBaTh ero Bupimu? OTdero, cKaxuTe MHe, HacTeHbKa,
Pa3roBOP TaK He BSIXKETCS Y 3THX ABYX cOOECEeIHUKOB? OTYET0 HU CMeX, HM KaKoe-HHUOymgb O0WKoe
CJIOBLIO He ClIeTaeT C A3blKa BHE3aIlHO BOIIEAIIEro U 03afadeHHOTO0 MPHUATENISI, KOTOPHIM B OPYTOM
CIydae O4YeHb JIIOOUT U cMeX, U 00MKOoe CJIOBIIO, ¥ PA3rOBOPHI O MTPEKPACHOM II0Jie, U OPYyTrue Becesbie
TeMbl? OT4ero xe, HaKOHeIl, 3TOT MPUATEJIb, BEPOSITHO HeJaBHUW 3HAKOMBIM, U IIPU IIEPBOM
BH3UTE, — IIOTOMY YTO BTOPOTO B TaKOM CJiy4ae yxKe He OymeT U NMpUsATeb APYTrox pa3 He MPULET, —
OTYEro caM MPHUSTENb TaK KOHQY3UTCS, TaK KOCTEHEEeT, IIPXA BCEM CBOEM OCTPOYMHUHU (€CITU TOJIBKO
OHO €CTb y Hero), TN Ha ONPOKUHYTOE JIUI0 X035MHa, KOTOPBIM B CBOIO 0Yepenb yKe COBCEM YCIe
TIOTEPSTHCS U COUTHCS C MOCITIEIHET0 TOJIKA II0CJIe UCIIOIMHCKUX, HO TIIETHHIX YCUIUHN Pa3TIafuTh U
YIEeCTPUTh Pa3roBOP, MMOKa3aTh U C CBOEM CTOPOHH 3HaHWE CBETCKOCTH, TOXKE 3arOBOPHUTH O
IIPpEeKpPacHOM II0JIe U XOTh TaKOI0 TOKOPHOCTHIO TOHPaBUTCA 6eIHOMY, He Ty[la IIOMaBIIEMY YEJIOBEKY,
KOTOPBIM OMKOKOI0 IpHUIes K HeMy B rocTu? OT4Yero, HaKOHeIl, TOCTh BAPYT XBaTaeTCs 3a LISy U
OBICTPO YXOOUT, BHE3AITHO BCIIOMHUB 0 CAMOHYKHEWIIEM JeJie, KOTOPOTO HUKOTHOa He OvIBaso, ¥ Koe-
KaK BHICBOOOXKIAET CBOI0 PYKY M3 KaPKUX IMOXKATHUM X035MHA, BCIYECKHU CTapalollerocs mokas3aTh
CBO€ pacKasHUe U IIONPaBUTh NOTepPAHHOEe? OTUEero yXonsAIuy IpUAaTesb X0X04eT, BEIUAA 3a ABEPD,
TYT ke JaeT caMoMy ce0Oe CJI0BO HMKOTA He NMPUXOOUTb K 3TOMY UyHdaKy, XOTS 3TOT YyHak B



CYUIHOCTH ¥ MPEBOCXOOHEHIINN Majbkiid, ¥ B TO Ke BpeMs HHKAK He MOXKEeT O0TKa3aTh CBOEMY
BOOOPaKeHHUIO B MaJIeHbKOM MMPUXOTHU: CPABHUTH, XOTh OTHAJIEHHHIM 00pa3oM, (GHU3MOHOMUIO CBOETO
HefaBHero co0eceHUKa BO BCe BpeMsl CBHAAHHUS C BUIOM TOI0O HECYACTHOTO KOTEHOYKA, KOTOPOTO
M3MSJIM, 3aCTpalllaii U BCAIYEeCKU OOUOeNu JeTH, BEPOJIOMHO 3aXBaTHUB €ro B IIJIeH, CKOHQY3UIU B
npax, KOTOPHEIM 3abuiics HaKOHEeI[ OT HUX IOA CTYJ, B TEMHOTY, ¥ TaM I[eJIbIi YaCc Ha OOCyTe
IPUHYXKOEH OLUIETUHUBATHCS, OTHBIPKUBATLECS ¥ MBITh CBOe 00MXKEHHOE phUIblle 00eUMHU JalaMu U
IOJITO ellle MoCje TOro BpaxkmeOHO B3WPaTh Ha MPUPOMAY U XKU3Hb U [aXKe Ha MOJAYKy C TOCIOACKOTO
obefa, MPUITACeHHYIO [JIST HETO COCTPaAaTeNIbHO KITIOUHHIIEI?

— INocnymatite, — nepebuna HacTeHbka, KOTOpasi BCe BpeMsl ClyIllaja MeHs B YIUBIIEHUHU, OTKPHIB
riasa ¥ POTUK, — IOCTyLIalTe: s COBEPUIEHHO He 3Hal0, 0TYero BCe 3TO NPOU30ILIO U I0UYeMY
MMEHHO BBl MHe IIpefjlaraeTe TaKue CMeIIHble BOIIPOCH]; HO YTO g 3HAl0 HaBEpPHOeE, TaK TO, YTO BCe
9TU IPUKIIOYEHNUS CIyYUJIACh HETIpeMeHHO C BaMH, OT CJIOBa [I0 CJIOBa.

— be3 comMHeHus1, — OTBedYan g C CaMOI0 CEPbe3HON MUHO.

— Hy, xonu 6e3 cOMHeHHs, TaK MPOMOJIXKaNTe, — O0TBeTuNa HacTeHbKa, — IIOTOMY YTO MHE OYEHb
X04YeTCs 3HaTh, YEM 9TO KOHUUTCS.

— Bm xoTuTe 3HaTh, HacTeHbKa, 4TO Takoe Aefial B CBOEM YTIIy HAIll Tepoi, UJIH, JIy4llle CKa3aTh, i,
IIOTOMY YTO I'epOM BCETO fiesla — 5, CBOei COOCTBEHHOM CKPOMHOM 0C000i#i; BbI XOTUTE 3HATh, OTUETO
sl TaK IEePEIOJIOMINIICS U ITOTEPSIJICS Ha IebIM OeHb OT HEOXUIAHHOTO BU3UTA IPUSTENs? Brl XoTUTE
3HaTh, OTYETO g TaK BCIOPXHYJICS, TaK TOKpacHeI, KOTfa OTBOPUIN ABEPDL B MO0 KOMHATY, IIOYEMY S
He yMeJl IPUHSTh TOCTS U TaK MOCTHIIHO IOTH0 IO TSIKECThI0 COOCTBEHHOTO TOCTEIIPUUMCTBA?

— Hy nma, ma! — orBeuana HacTeHbKa, — B 3TOM u feino. IlocnymaiiTe: BE IPeKpacHO
pacckas3biBaeTe, HO HEJIb3s JIM PacCKa3hBaTh KaK-HUOYNb HE TaK IMpPeKpacHO? A TO BH T'OBOPHUTE,
TOYHO KHUTY YUTaeTe.

— HacTteHnpka! — oTBeYasn g BaXXHBIM U CTPOTHM T'0OJI0COM, €[iBa YAEepKUBasICh OT CMeXa, — MHUJas
HacTteHbKa, 51 3Hal0, YTO S paCCKa3blBalo IIPeKpacHO, HO — BUHOBAT, MHA4e g pacCKa3bBaTh HE YMEIO.
Temeps, Munas HacTeHbKa, Temnepb g MOX0XK Ha AyX 1aps CojIoMOHa, KOTOPHIM OBII THICSUY €T B
KYOBIIIKE, TIOJl CEMBIO MeYaTsIMU, ¥ C KOTOPOTO HaKOHeI[ CHSJIM BCe 3TU CceMb nedartei. Temeps,
Munass HacTeHbka, KOrga Mbl COLILIMCH ONSATH IIOC/IE TAKOX OOJITOU pa3fiyKd, — IIOTOMY 4YTO g Bac
IaBHO yXe 3Hal, HacTeHbKa, MOTOMY 4YTO S YK€ JaBHO KOT0-TO KMCKaJll, a 3TO 3HaK, YTO I HMCKall
WMEHHO BaC ¥ 4YTO HaM OBIIO CyXk[EeHO Tellepb CBUMETHCS, — TeIepb B MOEH ToJIOBe OTKPHIIKCH
TBICSIYU KJIallaHOB, W 5 JOJIXKEH IIPOJIUTHCSI PEKOI0 CJI0B, HE TO g 3aJ0XHyCh. MTak, mpoiy He
nepebuBaTh MeHs, HacTeHbKa, a CyIIaTh TOKOPHO U MOCIYLIHO; MHAYe — 5 3aMOJIYy.

— Hu-uu-uu! Hukak! rosopute! Temeps s He CKaxXy HU CJIOBa.

— IIpomomxkaro: ecTs, APyr Mol HacTeHbKa, B MOEeM [IHe OOUH Yac, KOTOPHIM S Ype3BBIYaiHO JTI06JTIO.
9TO TOT caMBI¥ YacC, KOT4a KOHYAIOTCS IIOYTHU BCSKME OeJia, OOIKHOCTU U 0053aTenbCTBa U BCe
coemaT o goMaM moobefaTh, IpUiedb OTHOXHYTh U TYT Xe, B OOpOre, u300peTanT U gpyrue
BecCeJlble TEMBI, Kacallecs Beyepa, HOUM U BCeT0 0CTalLerocs CBOOOOHOT0 BpeMeHH. B 3ToT yac u
Halll Fepoii, — IIOTOMY YTO YK I103BOJIbTe MHe, HacTeHbKa, pacCKa3biBaTh B TPEThEM JIUIlE, 3aTEM UTO
B IIePBOM JIUIle BCe 3TO yKaCHO CTEIOHO pacCKa3blBaTh, — UTAaK, B 9TOT YaC U HaIll repoil, KOTOPHIU
TOoXe OBl He 0e3 mena, maraet 3a npoyrMu. Ho cTpaHHOE 9yBCTBO YOOBOJILCTBUS UTPAET Ha €ro
OrnenHOM, Kak OyATO HECKOJIbKO U3MSATOM Julle. HepaBHOOYIIHO CMOTPUT OH Ha BeYEpPHIOI 3apio,
KOTOpas Me[JIeHHO racHeT Ha X0JIOHOM IeTepOyprckoM HeOe. Korga S roBOpio — CMOTPHUT, TakK A
JITY: OH He CMOTPHUT, HO co3eplaeT Kak-To 6e30T4eTHO, KaK OYATO yCTasbIi WU 3aHSATHIM B TO XKe
BpeMs KaKuM-HUOyab OpyruM, 6ojiee UHTEPECHHIM MIPeAMETOM, TaK YTO pa3Be TOJIBKO MEJbKOM,



IIOYTH HEBOJIbHO, MOXKET YOENIUTb BpeMs Ha Bce okpyxkartomiee. OH DOBOJEH, TIOTOMY YTO ITOKOHYHUII
[0 3aBTpa C MOCAgHBIMU OJI HEro 0esamu, M paf, KakK IIKOJIbHUK, KOTOPOT'0 BHIITYCTUNIM C KIaCCHOMU
CKaMb{ K JTIOOMMBIM MTpPaM M manocTsaMm. [locMoTpuTe Ha Hero cO6oky, HacTeHbKa: BH TOTYac
YBUOUTE, YTO PAJOCTHOE UYBCTBO yXK€ CHACTJIMBO IOJEHCTBOBAJIO Ha ero cjabble HEPBH U
06one3HeHHO pa3gpaxeHHY0 (aHTa3uio. BoT oH 0 yeM-To 3agymarscsd... Bel gymaete, 06 obeme? o
cerofgHsIHEeM Bedepe? Ha 4uTo oH Tak cMoTput? Ha 3TOTO0 MU rocriofyHa CONUAHOM HApYKHOCTH,
KOTOPHY TaK KapTUHHO IOKJIOHUJICS JaMe, IPOKATUBIIENWCS MUMO HEro Ha Pe3BOHOTUX KOHSX B
Onectsueit kapete? Het, HacTeHbKa, 4TO eMy Teneps 1o Bcel 3Toi Menouu! OH Temneps yxe Gorat
c80e10 0C0O0eHHOW XKU3HBIO; OH KaK-TO BAPYT CTajl 60raThIM, U IPOIIANbHEIN JIy4Y IOTYXaloIlero
COJIHIIA He HallpaCHO TaK BeCeJI0 CBEPKHYJ Mepeq HUM U BBI3BaJ U3 COTPETOTO0 Ceppla IeNlbld pou
BIleyaT/ieHui. Temephb OH efiBa 3aMedaeT Ty [OPOTYy, Ha KOTOPOM Ipexkje caMas MelKas MeJjio4Yb
MOTJIa Topa3uTh ero. Teneps «0oruHs GaHTa3usi» (ecnu B yuTanu 2KyKoBCKOro, Munas HacTteHbka)
yKe 3aTKajla MPUXOTIUBOI0 PYKOIO CBOIO 30JIOTYI0 OCHOBY U IIOIIJIa Pa3BUBATh Mepef HUM Y30PHI
HeObIBAJION, MPUUYIIUBON XKU3HU — M, KTO 3HAET, MOXKET, IIepeHecya ero MpPUX0oTIUBOM PYKOIO Ha
cebMoOe XpycTasibHoe HebOo C TPeBOCXOOHOTO I'PAHUTHOT'0 TPOTyapa, 110 KOTOPOMY OH MIEeT BOCBOSICH.
[TorpoOyiiTe OCTAHOBUTHL €T0 TEIEPh, CIIPOCUTE €T0 BAPYT: Tle OH Telleph CTOUT, IT0 KaKUM yJIHUIlaM
Ien? — OH HaBepPHO OBl HUYEro He MPUIIOMHUJI, HU TOTO, Te XOOUJ, HU TOTO, TJle CTOSI/ TEIEph, u,
IIOKPACHEB C [IoCagbl, HEIPEMEHHO Colras Obl YTO-HUOYOb AT CTIaceHus MPUIUYuil. BoT moueMy oH
TaK B3OPOTHYJI, YyTh He 3aKpuyall U C UCIYTOM OTJISIesICs KPyroM, KoTrfia OfHa OYeHb MOYTeHHas
CTapyllKa Y4THBO OCTaHOBMJIa €T0 IOCPEAN TPOoTyapa M CTaja pacclpalluBaTh ero 0 JOpore,
KOTOpPYI0 OHa noTtepsna. Haxmypsces ¢ mocapsl, maraeT OH fanibllle, egBa 3aMedasi, YTO He OJUH
IIPOX0XKUW YIBIOHYJICS, Ha HETO TNSafs, U o0paTUiica eMy BCle[d U 4TO KaKag-HuOyOb MaJieHbKas
neBoYKa, 00SI37IMBO YCTYIHUBIIAS €My HOPOTY, TPOMKO 3acMesiyiach, TOCMOTPEB BO BCe T'Jla3a Ha €ro
IIPOKYI0 CO3epLaTeNbHYI0 YILIOKY U XKeCTH pykaMmu. Ho Bce Ta ke ¢aHTa3us MTOAXBATHIIA Ha CBOEM
UTPUBOM II0JIETE U CTAPYIIKY, U JTIOOOMBITHEIX IIPOX0XKUX, ¥ CMEIOUTYIOCS OeBOYKY, U MYKUYKOB,
KOTOpHIE TYT XK€ BeuepsiioT Ha CBOMX 0apkax, 3anpymuBiinx OOHTaHKY (II0JI0KUM, B 3TO BpeMs I10
Hel IPOXOOHUII Halll TepoK), 3aTKasla IIaJIoBIMBO BCEX U BCE B CBOIO KaHBY, KaK MyX B ITIQyTUHY, U C
HOBBIM IIpHOOpETEeHWEM UyHak yxKe Bollesl K cebe B OTPafiHyI0 HOPKY, yX&Ke cell 3a o6efi, yX&Ke maBHO
oTobemasn ¥ OYHYJICS TOJIBKO TOT[a, KOTfa 3agyMuuUBasl U BeYHO MeydanbHasi MaTpeHa, KOTopas eMy
IPUCITYXKHUBAET, yKe Bce mpubpaia co CTona ¥ Iomana eMy TPyOKy, OUHYJICS M C YOUBIIEHHUEM
BCIIOMHUJI, UYTO OH yXe COBCeM Ioo0efas, pemuTeIbHO IPOTTISIAeB, Kak 3TO cHenanoch. B KoMmHaTe
IIOTEMHEJIO; Ha OylIe ero myCTo U I'PYCTHO; LieJioe IJapCTBO MeYTaHUM PYLIUIOCH BOKPYT HETO,
pyuunock 6e3 ciefa, 6e3 mymMa U Tpecka, IPOHEeCI0Ch, KaK CHOBHUMIEHUE, @ OH U caM He TIOMHUT, YTO
eMy rpe3unoch. Ho Kakoe-To TEMHOe OIIyIllleHHe, OT KOTOPOT0 CJIerKa 3aHbI/la ¥ BOJIHYETCS TPYOb
ero, Kakoe-TO HOBOe KeJjlaHKWe COOJIa3HUTEIIbHO IIeKOYeT U pa3apaxkaeT ero ¢paHTa3nuio ¥ He3aMeTHO
C3BIBAET LIeJIBIA POY HOBHIX IIPU3PaKOB. B MaleHbKOM KOMHATe LapCTBYeT TUIIWHA; YeOUHEHUEe U
JIeHb HexKaT BooOpazkeHWe; OHO BOCIIIaMeHseTCsl CJIeTKa, CJierka 3aKuIlaeT, Kak Bofa B KodelHUKe
cTapoil MaTpeHHl, KoTopas 6e3MATeKHO BO3UTCS PSIOOM, B KyxHe, CTPsSIas CBOM KyXapOouHBIN Kode.
BoT 0oHO yXKe cierka MpophBaeTCs BCIBIIIKaMU, BOT yX&Ke M KHUTA, B3dTas 0e3 Ileld U Hay#auy,
BHIITaJlaeT U3 PYK MOEro MeuTaTess, He JOLIEeAIIero U A0 TPeThel cTpaHullkl. BoobpaxeHue ero
CHOBA HACTPOEHO, BO30YXKIEHO, ¥ BAPYT OIMSTh HOBLIM MUP, HOBasi, OUapoBaTe/ibHas XKU3Hb OJI€CHYIa
mepen HUM B OnecTsined cBoel mepcmekTuBe. HoBEIM COH — HOBoe cyactue! HoBHIE mpuem
YyTOHUYEHHOro, cinagoctpacTHoro sapa! O, 4To eMy B Hamlel gelicTBuTenbHOU ku3Hu! Ha ero
IIOAKYIIJIEHHBIN B3TJISA, MBI C BaMH, HacTeHbKa, KUBEM Tak JIEHUBO, MeJIEHHO, BSJIO; Ha €r0 B3TJIAT,
MHI BCE TaK HEOBOIbHEI Halllelo Cyb0010, TaK TOMUMCS Halllelo XXu3Hbio! [la ¥ BIIpaBOy, CMOTPHUTE, B
caMOM [iejie, KaK Ha IEePBHIM B3TJIST BCE MEXIY HaMH X0JI0JHO, YTPIOMO, TOYHO CEPAUTO... «bemHbe!»
— myMaeT MO¥ MeuTaTesnb. [la ¥ He OuBO, YTO gymaeT! [TocMoTpuTe Ha 3TU BONIIeOHEIe TPU3PAKH,
KOTOphIe TaK 0YapoBaTeJIbHO, TaK MPUXOTIUBO, TaK 0€30peKHO M IMIUPOKO CIAraloTCs Iepen HUM B
TaKOM BOIIIEOHOM, ONYIIEBIEHHOM KapTHHE, TTie Ha IIepBOM IIJIaHe, TIEPBLIM JIUIIOM, V3K KOHEYHO, OH
caM, Halll Me4TaTellb, CBOEIO MOPOroio ocobow. [TocMoTpuTe, Kakue pa3HooOpa3Hbe IPUKITIOUEHNS],
KakKo¥ 0eCKOHEUYHHIM POM BOCTOPXKEHHBIX rpe3. Brl cipocuTe, MOXKET OBITh, 0 YeM OH MeuTaeT? K



yeMy 9TO chpamuBaTh! ma 000 BceM... 00 poiu Mmo3Ta, CHavalla He MPU3HAHHOTO, a MMOTOM
yBEHYaHHOTO; 0 Apyx0e ¢ 'opmanom; BapdhonomeeBckas HOub, [luaHa BepHOH, repoiicKasi poJib IIPH
B3saTuu Kazanu MBanoMm BacunbeBuuem, Knapa Mos6paii, EBdus [leHnc, cobop mpenatoB u ['yc nepep
HUMHU, BOCCTaHNEe MepTBeloB B PoGepTe (moOMHUTE MY3HIKY? KnagOuileM maxHeT!), MunHa u bpeHnna,
cpaxeHue mpu bepe3uHe, uTeHue Mo3MHl y rpadunu B-i-II-if, JauToH, Kneomartpa e i suoi amanti,[1]
noMuk B KoomHe, CBOU YrOJIOK, a IOAJie MUJIOE CO37aHue, KOTOPOe CIIyLIaeT Bac B 3UMHUM Bedep,
PacCKpHIB POTHK M TJa3KH, KakK CIyIlaeTe Bl Telepb MeHS, MOM MaJleHbKHW aHreNnb4yuK... HerT,
Hacrenbka, 4TO eMy, 4TO eMy, Cl1agOCTPaCTHOMY JIEHUBILY, B TOM XKH3HH, B KOTOPYIO HAM TakK X04eTCs
C BaMHU? OH JyMaeT, 4TO 3TO OefgHasd, Kajikasd XKU3Hb, He IIpeAyrafgbiBasi, 9YTO U [AJIS HETO, MOXKET
OBITH, KOTHa-HUOYIb MPOORET IPYCTHRIMA Yac, KOTTA OH 3a OJUH JeHb 3TOM JKaJIKOU XKU3HU OTHACT BCE
cBou (haHTACTUUYECKHEe TOMHl, U ellle He 3a PafloCTh, HE 3a CYACTHe OTHACT, ¥ BHIOMPATh He 3aX04eT B
TOT 4YacC TPYCTH, pacKasiHUS 1 HeBo30paHHOTO rops. Ho mokamecT ellle He HaCTalo OHO, 3TO TPO3HOE
BpeMs, — OH HUYero He XKeJlaeT, IOTOMY 4YTO OH BBHIIIE XKeJaHuH, IOTOMY YTO C HUM BCe, IIOTOMY 4TO
OH TIPECHIIIEH, IOTOMY YTO OH CaM XyOOXKHUK CBOEH KU3HU U TBOPUT ee cebe KaxKblil Yac 110 HOBOMY
Ipou3BOIy. M BeOb Tak JE€TKO, TaK HAaTypaJibHO CO3[aeTCs 3TOT CKAa304YHBIHM, PaHTACTUUYECKUN MUp!
Kak 6ynTo u BIpsIMb Bce 9TO He mpu3pak! [IpaBo, BEpUTH TOTOB B UHYIO MUHYTY, YTO BCS 9Ta XKU3Hb
He Bo30yXK[IeHus YyBCTBA, HE MUpaxk, He 00MaH BOOOpaXKeHus, a UTO 3TO U BIPSIMb NEeWCTBUTEIIbHOE,
HacTosee, cylnee! OTuero X, ckaxute, HacTeHbKa, 0T4Yero xe B TaKie MUHYTEL CTECHIETCS OyX?
0TYero xke KaKHM-TO BOJIIe6CTBOM, II0 KaKOMY-TO HEBEJOMOMY IIPOU3BOJIY YCKOPSETCS MYJLC,
OpBI3KYT CJIe3bl U3 I'JIa3 MeuTaTeslsl, TOPAT ero OJefHble, YBIaXKeHHbIe IIeKU U TaKOM HeoTpa3uMou
0Tpaioi HAIOJIHSIETCS BCe CyIecTBOBaHME ero? OT4Yero xke Ienblie 0eCCOHHBIE HOYU IIPOXOOAT KakK
OIWH MUT, B HEUCTOIIMMOM BECEJIMH U CYACTHH, U KOT{a 3aps 671eCHET PO30BEIM JIYYOM B OKHA U
paccBeT OCBETUT yIPIOMYI0 KOMHATy CBOMM COMHUTEJIBHEIM (paHTaCTUYEeCKHM CBETOM, KakK y Hac, B
[TeTepOypre, Halll MeYTaTENh, YTOMIEHHBIN, U3My4YeHHBIM, OpocaeTcss Ha MOCTEJNIb ¥ 3aCHIIaeT B
3aMHUpPaHUAX OT BOCTOPTa CBOEro 00JIe3HEeHHO-IIOTPSICEHHOTO iyXa U C TaK0I0 TOMUTEJIbHO-CIIaAKOI0
6onpio B cepaue? Ia, HacTenbka, oOMaHelIbCss ¥ HEBOJbHO BUYyXKe IMOBEPHUIIL, YTO CTPACThb
HaCToAlllas, UCTUHHAS BOJIHYET AYIIY €ro, HEBOJIbHO MMOBEPHIIb, YTO €CTh KUBOE, OCSI3aEMOE B €T0
OecmnoTHEIX Tpe3ax! M Begb Kakoi oOMaH — BOT, HAaIpuMep, J000Bb COIINJIa B €r0 TPYAb CO BCEIO
HEHCTOLIUMOIO0 PafioCThi0, CO BCEMU TOMUTEJIbHBIMUA My4YeHUSIMH... TOJIBKO B3T/ISHUTE HA HEro U
ybenuTtech! BepuTe nu B, Ha HEro TN, Muinasgs HacTeHbKa, YTO NEUCTBUTENIFHO OH HUKOTMA He
3HaJ TOM, KOTOPYIO OH TakK 00U B CBOEM UCCTYIJIEHHOM MeuTaHuu? HeyXenu OH TONBKO U BUAET
€e B OJHUX 000JbCTUTEIbHBIX IPU3pakax M TOJbKO JIUIIL CHUJIACh €My 3Ta cTpacTh? Heyxenu u
BIIPSIMb He IPOIIUIM OHU PYKa B PYKY CTOJBKO T'OJIOB CBOEW XKM3HU — OOHHU, BOBOEM, OTOPOCUB BeCh
MUD ¥ COEAVHUB KaXObld CBOM MUP, CBOIO XKU3Hb C XKU3HBIO Apyra? Heyxenu He OHa, B IO30HUU Yac,
KOT[la HacTaja pas3/iyka, He OHA Jiexalla, phfas U TOCKYS, Ha TPYAU ero, He CibIa 0ypwu,
passIrpaBlIeiics oM CYpoBEIM HEOOM, He CIIBIIIa BeTpa, KOTOPHIY CPHIBAI M YHOCUII CJIE3HI C YePHBIX
pecHun ee? Heyxenu Bce 3T0 OblJIa Me4YTa — U 3TOT Cafl, YHBIIBIM, 3a0POIMEHHBN U QUKUH, C
OOpPOXKaMHU, 3apOCIIMMU MXOM, VeAUHEHHBIM, YTPIOMBIM, TOe OHM TaK 4aCTO XOOUIU BABOEM,
HafesJINCh, TOCKOBAJHU, JTIOOUIH, TIOOUIN OPYT APyra TakK OOJT0, «TakK JOJT0o U HexHOo»! U aroT
CTPaHHBIM, TPafiefOBCKUU IOM, B KOTOPOM XKHJla OHa CTOJBKO BPpeMeHM yeIUHEHHO U T'PYCTHO C
CTaphIM, YyIPIOMBIM MYXK€eM, BEYHO MOJTYAJIMBHIM U XKETYHHIM, IIyTaBIIUM UX, POOKHUX, KakK [IeTeH,
VHBITIO U 00SI3/IMBO TaWBIINX APYT OT ApyTa ai0060Bb CBOI0? Kak OHKM My4YuIIUCh, KaK 00SITMCh OHHU, KaK
HeBUHHA, 4KcTa Oblya uX M000Bh U KakK (YK pasyMmeetcs, HacTenbka) 37bl Obi1u miogu! U, 60ke Mo,
HeyXKeJId He ee BCTPETHJI OH IOTOM, fJaJieKo OT OeperoB CBOeM POMUHEI, IOH YyXKUM HeOOM,
TIONyIeHHKIM, )XKapKUM, B IUBHOM BeYHOM ropofie, B 61ecke 6aya, Ipu rpoMe MY3BIKH, B Ianaliio
(HempeMeHHO B Iajallllo), IOTOHYBIIEM B MOPe OrHel, Ha 3ToM 06aJKOHe, YBUTOM MUPTOM U PO3aMH,
rIe OHa, y3HaB €ro, TaK IIOCIEIIHO CHSJIa CBOI0 MacCKy M, IpollenTaB: «f cBoOomHa», 3aApoXkKas,
Opocunack B ero 00bATHUSI, ¥ BCKPDUKHYB OT BOCTOPra, MPHUXKaBUIUCh APYT K APYTYy, OHU B OOUH MUT
3a0bIIM ¥ TOPE, ¥ PA3IyKy, U BCe My4YeHUSsI, ¥ YTPIOMBIM IOM, ¥ CTapuKa, ¥ MPAaYyHbIH cafl B HaleKou
pOAvHE, U CKaMeuKy, Ha KOTOPOHU, C IOCJIIeJHUM CTPACTHBIM IOLeJIyeM, OHa BHIPhIBajacCh U3
3aHEeMEeBIINX B OTUASSHHOM MyKe 00bsiTHM ero... O, cornacutech, HacTeHbKa, UTO BCIIOPXHEIILCS,



CMYTHIIbCS ¥ MOKPaCHEeelb, KaK MKOJIbHUAK, TONBKO YTO 3alMXaBIIMii B KapMaH YKpaJeHHOe U3
cocefHero caga si0710K0, KOrga KaKou-HuOyOb MIMHHEBIN, 30OPOBHIY IapeHb, Becelabyak U Oanaryp,
Balll He3BAHKIN IPUSTENb, OTBOPUT Ballly ABEPb U KPUKHET, KakK OyaTO HU4YEero He ObIBano: «A s, 6par,
cuo MuHyTy U3 [TaBmoBcka!» boxke Moi! cTtapeiii rpad ymep, HacTaeT HeU3pedyeHHOe cYacThe, — TYT
JIIOOY Mpre3xkatoT u3 [TaBnoBcka!

4 maTeTU4YeCKH 3aMoJIdajl, KOHYMB MOY MTAaTeTUYECKHe BO3Trilackl. [IoMHIO, YTO MHE y2KaCHO XOTeJI0Ch
KaK-HUOYyObh 4epes3 CUIIy 3aX0X0TaTh, IOTOMY YTO S y2Ke YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO BO MHE 3allleBeJIUIICS KaKOu-
TO BpaxkaeOHbIM OECEHOK, UTO MHE yKe HauMHAaJ0 3aXBaThIBATh rOPJIO, TOEPTUBaTh MOOO0POIOK U
yT0 BCce OoJiee u Oojiee BlaxKHENM I'1a3a MoH... 1 oxupgan, yto HacTenbka, KoTopas Ciyllajia MeHs,
OTKDPHIB CBOM YMHBIE TJIa3KH, 3aX0X0UET BCEM CBOMM [ETCKHUM, HEYAEPKUMO BECEJIHIM CMEXOM, U yKe
packauBajcs, YTO 3alllesl Jajeko, YTO HalmpacHO paccKal3aj TO, YTO yXkKe JaBHO HAKUIIEJIO B MOEM
cepfilie, 0 YeM S MOT TOBOPUTH KaK IO-IIMCAaHOMY, IIOTOMY YTO y2Ke HaBHO IIPUTOTOBUII g Hafl CAMUM
co00¥ TPUTOBOD, U TEIEePh He yaepxkKascs, 4To0 He IIPOYeCThb ero, MPU3HATHCS, HE 0XKHUAAs, YTO MEHS
TIOWMYT; HO, K YIUBIIEHUIO MOEMY, OHa IIPOMOJT4aa, MOrofs HEMHOT'0 CJIerka Mmoxaja MHe PYKY U C
KaKMM-TO POOKUM y4acCTHEM CIIPOCHIIA:

— Hey}KeHI/I 1 B CaMOM [IeJi€ BEI TaK IIPOZXKHUIIN BCIO CBOIO KU3HbB?
— Bcro xu3Hb, HacTeHbKa, — 0TBeYal 5, — BCIO XKU3Hb, ¥, KaXeTCs, TakK U OKOH‘-IY!

— Her, 3TOr0 HENB3sT, — CKa3ajna 0Ha OeCIOKONHO, — 3TOT0 He OyHeT; 9Tak, IOoXKalyH, U s IPOKUBY
BCIO KU3HB mofye 6abymku. [TocyIaiiTe, 3HaeTe 7, YTO 9TO BOBCE HEXOPOIIIO TaK KUTh?

— 3nato, HacTeHbKa, 3Ha0! — BCKpHUyYar s, He yaepxkuBas 60jee CBOero 4yBcTBa. — U Tenepsb 3HaI0
Oonblle, 4eM KoTfa-HUOyOb, YTO S JApOM IIOTePsiI Bce CBou my4dmine ropsl! Temeps 3TO 5 3HAIO, U
YyBCTBYI0 00JIbHEE OT TAaKOTO CO3HaHMsA, moToMy uTo Cam Bor mocman MHe Bac, Moero go6poro
aHresa, 4To0 CKa3aTh MHe 3TO U I0Ka3aTh. Temepb, KOTHa 5 CUXKY IIOAJIe Bac U rOBOPIO C BaMU, MHe
YK ¥ CTPAIIHO IOAyMaTh 0 OyayieM, IOTOMY YTO B OyAylIeM — OMSTh OJUHOYECTBO, OMSAThH 3Ta
3aTxJias, HeHyXKHas XU3Hb; U 0 4eM MeuTaTh OymeT MHe, KOrfa g yXKe HasBy IOfJie Bac GBI Tak
cuactiu! O, OygbTe 61aroCciIOBEHHEI, BB, MUJIasd AEBYIIKA, 3a TO, YTO He OTBEPTJIU MEHS C IIEPBOTO
pasa, 3a TO, YTO yXKe I MOTy CKa3aTh, UYTO 5 KU XOThb [IBa Beuepa B MOeU KU3HU!

— Ox, HeT, HeT! — 3akpuyana HacTeHbKa, ¥ CIEe3WHKY 3a0IUCTaNM Ha Tla3ax ee, — HET, TakK He
Oymet Gomblle; MBI TaK He paccTtaHeMcs! YTo Takoe fiBa Beuepa!

— Ox, Hactenbka, HacTenrka! 3HaeTe v, KakK HaMIOJITO BRIl IIOMUPHIIKA MEHS C CaMUM c00010? 3HaeTe
JIH, 9TO yKe 5 Temepb He Oymy o cebe myMaTh TakK XyOo, KakK AyMaJl B HHEIe MUHYTH? 3HAeTe JId, YTO
yXe s, MOXeT OvITh, He Oymy 6ojiee TOCKOBATh O TOM, UTO CHeJal MPEeCTYIJIEHHe U TPeX B MoeH
XKHU3HMU, IOTOMY YTO TaKas XH3Hb €CTh NMPeCTyIjeHue u rpex? U He mymaiiTe, 4ToO S BaM
IpeyBeuYKMBai 4YTO-HUOyIb, pagu Bora, He gymaiiTe aToro, HacTeHbka, IOTOMY YTO Ha MEHS WHOTIA
HAXOISIT MUHYTH TaKO# TOCKH, TAaKOM TOCKH... [I0TOMy 4UTO MHE yXe HaYHWHAeT Ka3aThCsS B 3TH
MHHYTHI, YTO S HHKOTMA He CI0CO0EH HayaTh XXKUTh HACTOSIEI0 XKU3HUIO; IIOTOMY YTO MHE yXke
Ka3aJIOCh, UTO s MOTEPSI BCIKUU TAaKT, BCIKOE YyThe B HACTOSINEM, HeHCTBUTEILHOM; ITIOTOMY YTO,
HaKOHeIl, s IPOKJIMHAJ caM ce0s; TOTOMY YTO IOCJie MOUX (paHTAaCTHYECKHMX HOUeH Ha MeHS yxkKe
HAXO[ISIT MUHYTHI OTPE3BIIEHUS, KOTOPHIE Y2KacHBI! MeXIy TeM CIIBIIIHIIE, KaK KPyroM Te0sI TPEeMUT u
KPYXKUTCS B XKU3HEHHOM BUXpPE JIIOACKAs TOJIMA, CHBIIIKNIND, BUAWIID, KaK XXKUBYT JIIOOU, — KUBYT
HAsBYy, BUOMIND, YTO XKU3Hb NI HAX HE 3aKa3aHa, YTO UX XKU3Hb He Pas3NIeTUTCS, KaK COH, KakK
BUMIEHHE, YTO UX KHU3Hb BeYHO OOHOBJIAIOIIASCS, BEUHO I0HAST U HY ONMH Yac ee HeIoX0X Ha [IPYTOoH,
TOTHa KaK YHHIJIa ¥ 10 IOUUIOCTH OOMHOOOpa3Ha MmyrnuBas GpaHTasus, pada TeHH, uaeu, paba IepBOTo
o01aKa, KOTOPOe BHE3aIHO 3aCTeJIeT COJIHIIE U COXMET TOCKOIO HacTosInee metepOyprckoe cephie,
KOTOpPOE TaK JOPOXKUT CBOMM COJTHIIEM, — a YXK B TOCKe Kakas (paHTa3usi! YyBCTByelb, YTO OHa



HAKOHEeIl YCTaeT, UCTOIIAeTCsS B BeUHOM HANPSKEHWH, 9Ta Heucmowumas dhaHTas3us, IOTOMY YTO
BeIb MyXKaelllb, BEIKHUBAEIITh U3 ITPEKHUX CBOUX UIEAJIOB: OHM PAa30UBAIOTCS B ITHIIb, B 0OJIOMKH; €CJTH
K HEeT Opyrod XKW3HU, TaK IPUXOOUTCS CTPOUTH €€ U3 ITUX Ke 00JIOMKOB. A MeXJy TeM Hero-To
OPYTroro MpPOCHUT U xo4eT ayma! M HampacHO MedTaTenb POETCS, KaK B 30JI€, B CBOHUX CTaphIX
MeUTaHHUSX, UIlla B 9TOM 30JIe XOTh KaKON-HUOYOb UCKOPKH, YTOO pasngyTh ee, BO30OHOBIIEHHBIM OTHEM
IPUTPETh IIOXOJIOAEeBINee cepylle ¥ BOCKPECUTh B HEM CHOBA BCE, YTO OLIIO IMPeXae TaK MHUJIO, YTO
TPOTAJIO AYIIy, YTO KUIISITUIIO KPOBb, UTO BRIPHEIBAJIO CJI€3Hl M3 I'Jla3 M TaK POCKOIIHO 0OMaHKIBAIO!
3HaeTe i, HacTeHbKa, [0 Yero s [Jollen? 3HAeTe JIU, YTO g yKe IPUHYKOEH CIPABISATh TOTOBIIUHY
CBOUX OIIYIIEeHHUM, TOMOBIIUHY TOTO, YTO OBIJIO Ipexkae TaK MU0, YeTO B CYIIHOCTH HUKOTHA He
OBIBajio, — IOTOMY YTO 3Ta TOAOBIIMHA CIPaB/IsIeTCS BCe IO TEM XKe TIYNbM, OeCIJIOTHHM
MEUTaHUSIM, — U [eflaTh 3TO, TOTOMY 4YTO U 3THUX-TO I'IYIIBIX MEUYTAHUU HET, 3aTeM, UTO HEUYEM HX
BHIKWTH: BeIb U MEUTHl BEIXKUBAIOTCS! 3HAeTe /I, YTO 5 000 Telmeph MPUIIOMHUTE U TOCETUTH B
M3BECTHBHIM CPOK Te MecCTa, rae OB CHACTIHUB KOTOa-TO ITO-CBOEMY, JTI00JII0 IOCTPOUTH CBOE
HacTosIee Moy 1aj yKe 0e3B03BPATHO MPOIIeAIIeMy U 4acTo OpOoXKYy Kak TeHb, 6e3 HyXKabl 1 6e3
IIeJId, YHBIJIO U TPYCTHO IO NMeTepOyprcKuM 3akKoyJiKaM ¥ ynuilaM. Kakue Bce BOCIIOMHUHaHUS!
[TpunomMuHaeTcs, HaIPUMeEp, YTO BOT 3[IeCh POBHO 'Ol TOMY Ha3aj, POBHO B 9TO JKe BPeMs, B 3TOT XKe
Yyac, 0 3TOMY e TPOTyapy OpOomuI TakK Xe OJNMHOKO, TAaK e YHHIJO, KakK u Teneps! U
IPUIIOMHUHAEII, YTO ¥ TOTHA MEeYTHI ObIIM TPYCTHEI, ¥ XOTh U IIpexkae ObIJIO He JIy4Ile, HO BCe KaK-TO
YyBCTBYeIllb, YTO KaK OyATO ¥ JIerdye, ¥ MOKOMHee ObIJI0 XKUTh, YTO He OBIJIO 3TOM YEePHOU OYMEI,
KOTOpas Teleph IPUBSI3asach KO MHE; YTO He OBIJIO 9TUX YIPHI3EHUIN COBECTH, YTPHI3EHUM MPAYHBIX,
YIPIOMBIX, KOTOPBIE HU [HEM, HUM HOYbIO Tellepb He JaloT MmokKosi. M crnpamuBaemb cebs: rae xe
MeUTHl TBOU? ¥ ITIOKaYKWBaellb T0JI0BOI0, TOBOPUIIh: KaK OLICTPO JIeTAT rofbl! M onsATh crpamrBaeib
cebsi: 4TO Ke THI CAeJlal C CBOMMHU ToJaMu? Ky[a Thl CXOPOHHUII CBOe Jydinee BpeMsi? Thl KU UIU
HeT? CMOTPH, TOBOpHIIL cebe, CMOTPH, KaK Ha CBETe CTAHOBUTCS X0JI0HO. Elle mpo#ayT rombl, u 3a
HUMU IPUOET YIPIOMOe OfNMHOYECTBO, IPUMET C KIIIOKOU TPsSCcydas CTAapOCTh, @ 3a HUMHU TOCKa U
yHBIHEE. [To6/ienHeeT TBOM (aHTACTUUYECKUHM MUP, 3aMPYT, YTOHYT MEUTHl TBOM U OCHIIIIIOTCS, KakK
JKeJNTele NMUCThA C mepeBbeB... O, HacTeHbka! Begb rpycTHO OygeT ocTaBaThCd OOHOMY, OJHOMY
COBEPIIEHHO, U HaXe He UMETh Yero MmoxkajaeTh — HUYEro, POBHO HUYErO... IOTOMY YTO BCE, UTO
TIOTEPSIJI-TO, BCE 3TO, BCe OBIIIO HUYTO, TTIYIIBIN, KPYTJIBIN HYJb, OBIJIO OJHO JIMIIb Me4YTaHbe!

— Hy, He pasxanobnuBaiiTe MeHs Oombine! — nmporosopusiia HacTeHbKka, yTupas ClIe3WHKY, KOTopas
BBIKATUJIACh U3 I'J1a3 ee. — Temepb KoHYeHO! Temeps MBI OyIeM BOBOEM; TeIepb, UTO HU CITYYUCH CO
MHOU, VK MBI HUKOTla He paccTaHeMcs. [locnymanTe. 4 pocTtast geByllika, S MaJio YUUIach, XOTS
MHe OalyIika ¥ HaHMMaJlla YUUTeJd; HO, IpaBo, 1 BaCc MOHMMaAI0, IIOTOMY YTO BCe, UTO Bhl MHeE
nlepecKasaiy Teleps, S YK caMa IIpoxkuna, Korga 0abymika MeHs IPUIINKAIKTIA K [71aThio. KoHEYHO,
g OBl TaK He pacckasajia XOpolllo, KakK BEl paccKasaiu, s He y4uiiach, — poOKo npubaBuia OHa,
IIOTOMY YTO BCe ellle YyBCTBOBajla KaKoe-TO yBaXKeHWe K MOel MaTeTUYeCKOoN pedu U K MOEMY
BBEICOKOMY CJIOTY, — HO S OUY€Hb pafa, YTO BH COBEPIIEHHO OTKPHIIKACH MHeE. Temeps g Bac 3HAI0,
COBCeM, BCcero 3Halo. [ 3HaeTe 4T0? g BaM X0Uy paccka3aTh ¥ CBOIO UCTOPUIO, BCIO 0€3 yTalKy, a Bhl
MHe TI0CJIe 3@ TO JafluTe COBeT. Brl 0ueHb YMHBIY 4esioBeK; obelllaeTech U B, YTO BH JafUTe MHe
3TOT COBET?

— Ax, HacTeHbka, — oTBeYan 5, — S XOTb ¥ HUKOTAA He OBIJI COBETHUKOM, U TeM 0ojiee YMHBIM
COBETHHMKOM, HO Telepb BUXKY, YTO €CJIU MH Bcerfa OygeM Tak XKHUTh, TO 3TO OyHgeT Kak-TO OYeHb
YMHO, ¥ KaXXJBI{ JIPYT APYTY HafaeT MPeMHOro YMHEIX coBeToB! Hy, xopomenskass Mosi HacTeHbKa,
KaKoM Ke BaM coBeT? ['0BOpHUTE MHe MPSMO; 5 TeIephb TakK BeceJl, CHaCTIUB, CMeJl ¥ YMEH, 4TO 3a
CJIOBOM He T10j1e3y B KapMaH.

— Her, Het! — nepebuna HacTeHbka, 3aCMesIBIINCh, — MHE HYXKeH He OOUH YMHHIM COBET, MHe
HYXKeH COBET CepeyHblii, 0paTCKUil, Tak, KakK OBl BHl y2Ke BEK CBOM JTI00MIN MeHs!

— Wpert, HacTeHbKa, uueT! — 3aKpuyal s B BOCTOPre, — U ecyiu O s yXKe OBaflaTh JIeT Bac JIIOOHUI, TO



BCe-TaK{ He JII0OUTI OBl CUJIbHEE TellepemHero!
— Pyky Bamy! — cka3ana Hacrenrka.
— Bot ona! — oTBeuan 1, nogasas e PyKy.

— HWTak, HayHEMTE MOIO UCTOPHUIO!

HUcTtopussi HactreHbKH

— [TonoBuHY UCTOPUHU BHI YK€ 3HAETE, TO €CTh BHl 3HAETE, YTO Y MEHS eCTh cTapasi OabyIKa...
— Ecnu gpyras nonoBuHa Tak Xe HefoJra, Kak U arta... — 1epeOusi OblyIo s 3aCMesIBIIUCE.

— Momuure u cnymaiite. [Ipexne Bcero yroBop: He nepeOuBaTh MeHS, a He TO 4, T0XKaJyH, COObIOCE.
Hy, cnymaiite xXe CMUPHO.

EcTb y MeHs cTapas 6abyirka. f K Hell Tomasa elle 0YeHb MaJIeHbKOM IeBOYKOM, IOTOMY YTO V MEHS
yMepau u MaTh ¥ oTell. Hamo mymats, uTo 6abyimika Obiyia mpexkae 6oraye, IOTOMY 4YTO M TEMEPh
BCIIOMUHAET 0 Ny4iux aHAX. OHa Ke MeHs BhHy4YuIIa I0-GPaHIy3CKH U IIOTOM HaHsJIa MHE YYUTEeNIs.
Korma mHe ObllO MATHAAUATh JIeT (a Tenepb MHe CeMHaAllaTh), YYUTLCS MBI KOHYUIU. BOT B 3TO
BpeMs g U Halllalujia; yXK 4YTO 5 COeljlaja — S BaM He CKaXy; MOBOJIBHO TOTO, YTO MPOCTYIOK OB
Hebonbinoi. Tonbko 6abyiika mogo3Bana MeHs K cebe B OOHO YTPO M CKa3alia, YTO TakK KakK OHa
cjena, TO 3a MHOU He YCMOTPUT, B3sia OyJlaBKy M NPULINUINIA MOE IJlaThe K CBOEMY, fa TYT U
CKaszalla, 4To TakK Mbl OymeM BCIO XKM3Hb CHIETh, €CJId, pa3yMeeTcs, s He cOelach nyume. OgHUM
CJIOBOM, B IIepBO€ BpPeMSI OTOMTM HMKAK Henb3s ObIIO: M paboTali, ¥ 4uTal, U yUUCh — BCe IOAJIe
6abymku. { Ov710 TopoOoBaja CXUTPUTh OOUH pa3 U YTOBOpHUJIa ceCTh Ha Moe MecTo Dekiy. dekna
— Hama pa0oTHHUIA, OHa riyxa. Pekia ceya BMecTo MeHsT; 6a0yIiKka B 9TO BpeMs 3aCHYJa B Kpeciax,
a 51 OTIpaBUJIACh Hefaneko K nogpyre. Hy, xyno u koHunnocs. babymka 6e3 MeHSI IPOCHYJIACh U O
YeM-TO CIIPOCHJIa, AyMas, YTO s BCe ellle CUXYy CMUPHO Ha MecTe. Oekna-To BUOUT, 4yTO GabyIika
CIIpallliBaeT, a camMa He CJIBIIIUT IIPO YTO, AyMaJa, fyMaja, UTo eil fleflaTh, OTCTErHyIa OyIaBKy fa U
yCcTHuiIach 6exark...

Tyt HacTeHbka oCTaHOBUJIACh U Hayajla X0X0TaTh. f 3acmesiicsa BMecTe ¢ Heo. OHa ToTyac Xe
mepecrTana.

— TlocnymadiTe, BH He cMelTech Haf 0a0ymKoW. ITO I CMeIOCh, OTTOTO YTO CMEIIHO... YTO XKe
memnaTh, Korga 6a0yiIka, mpaBo, TaKasi, a TONbKO i ee BCe-TaKu HEMHOXKKO Jio0mio. Hy, ma Torga u
MOCTAJIOCh MHE: TOTYAC MEHS OISTh IOCANVIM Ha MECTO U YK HU-HHU, IEBEIbHYTHCS OBIIO HEJTb3S.

Hy-c, s BaM elile mo3a0bijia CKa3aTh, YTO ¥ HAC, TO €CTh y 0a0yIIKKWH CBOW [IOM, TO €CTh MaJIeHbKUH
IOMUK, BCETO TPU OKHA, COBCEM [€PEBIHHBINA U TaKOW XKe CTaphld, Kak 0a0yIiKa; a HaBepXy Me30HUH;
BOT U Ilepeexas K HaM B MEe30HUH HOBBIY XKUJIEll...

— Craso ObITh, OBITT ¥ CTAPHIN KUJTEI? — 3aMEeTHIT ST MEMOXOIOM.

— Yx KoHe4HO, OblI, — oTBeyasnia HacTeHbKa, — ¥ KOTOPHIM yMeJl MOJidaTh Jy4dile Bac. [IpaBaa, yxX
OH €e[IBa SI3BIKOM BOpOYaJsl. 9TO OB CTAPHUYOK, CYX0M, HEMOM, CJIETION, XPOMOM, TaK YTO HaKOHEI] eMY
CTaJI0 HelIb3s XUTh Ha CBETE, OH U YMep; a 3aTeM U IMOHAmoOuICS HOBBIM XKUJIEll, IOTOMY YTO HaM
0e3 KHUITbIIAa XKUThb HEJIb3S: 3T0 ¢ 6aOYIIKUHBIM IIEHCUOHOM IIOYTH BeCh Halll Joxof. HoBhI# XKujel Kak
Hapo4HO OBIJT MOJIOMOM YeloBeK, He3MelIHU, 3ae3kuil. Tak Kak OH He ToproBajcs, To 6abyika u
IIyCTHUJIa €ro, a MOTOM U cipairBaeT «4Tto, HacTeHbKa, HaIll KU1l MOJIOAOW MU HET?» 4 conraTh



He xoTena: «Tak, roBopio, 6abyirka, He TO 4TOO COBCEM MOJIOOM, a Tak, He CcTapuk». «Hy, u
IPUSTHOM HaPYKHOCTHU?» — cupamiuBaeT 6abyirka

4 omaTh nraTh He X04y. «[la, IPUSITHON, FTOBOPIO, HapyXKHOCTHU Oabymka!» A 6abymiKa roBopur: «Ax!
Haka3aHbe, HaKa3aHbe! {1 3TO BHYy4YKa, Tebe IS TOTO rOBOPIO, UYTOO TH Ha HET'0 He 3aCMaTPUBAJach.
OKOU BeK KaKou! Mmogu, TaKOW MENKUU XKUJIel], a BeOb TOXe NPUATHOU HAapPyXKHOCTHU: HE TO B
cTapuny!»

A 6abymke Bce Obl B cTapuHy! Y Mojoxke-T0o OHa OblJIa B CTapUHY, U COJIHIIE-TO OBIJIO B CTAPUHY
TeIljiee, ¥ CIIMBKY B CTAPUHY He TaK CKOPO KKCJIH, — BCe B CTapuHy! BOT 51 cuXy u Mom4y, a mpo cedst
IyMalo: 4TO Ke 9T0 Oabylrka caMa MeHs HaJoyMJIMBaeT, CIIPAIluBAeT, XOPOIII JTd, MOJION JIX XKUJIel?
Ia TOMBKO TakK, TONBKO MOAyMasa, ¥ TYT XKe CTajla ONATh MeTIH CUYUTATh, YYJIOK BSI3aTh, a MOTOM
coBCeM mo3a0kia.

BoT pa3 moyTpy K HaM ¥ MPUXOOUT KUJIEI, CIPOCUTh O TOM, YTO €My KOMHATYy obeInanyu 000sIMu
okyeuTh. CII0BO 3a c10BO, 6abyIKa ke 60nTiInBa, ¥ TOBOPUT: "Cxomu, HacTeHbKa, KO MHE B CIIAJIbHIO,
IPUHECHU CYeTHl. f ToT4Yac Ke BCKOYMIIA, BCS, HE 3HAIO OTYEro, MOKpPAaCHesa, a ¥ mo3abkiia, 4To
CHXKY IPUIINUIeHHAs; HeT, YTO00 TUXOHBKO OTIIIHUIIKATH, YTOOH KUjell He BUOAJI, — PBaHy/lach Tak,
yTo 0a0yIIKMHO Kpecsio moexajno. Kak s yBupena, 4To XKUJeI[ BCe Telleph y3HaAI PO MeHS,
TIOKpacHeJla, CTaja Ha MecTe KaK BKOIAHHAS [a BOPYT ¥ 3aljlakKajla, — TakK CTBIIHO U TOPBKO CTAJo B
3Ty MHHYTY, YTO XOTh HA CBET He rnusameTh! Babymka KpuduT: «UTO K TH CTOULIL?» — a s ellle
nyuie... 2Kusel, Kak yBUAe, YBUOEI, YTO MHE €T0 CTBITHO CTajI0, OTKJIAHSJICS U TOTYaC yIme!

C Tex mop s, 4yTh IIYM B CEHSX, KaK MepTBas. BoT, mymaro, xKumiel uaeT, fa IOTUXOHbKY Ha BCSIKUU
cimydai u ormnutio OynaBky. TonbKo Bce OBINT HE OH, He mpuxonui. [IpoImio gBe Hegenu; Xujell u
IPUCHITIAeT CKa3aTh ¢ eKIIoH, YTO y HEr0 KHUT MHOTO (PAHIy3CKHUX M YTO BCE XOPOIIKMe KHUTH, TaK
YTO MOXKHO YMUTATh; TaK He xodeT nu O6abymika, 4Tob S ux el mouuTana, 4Tob He OBIIIO CKY4YHO?
Baby1mka cornacunack ¢ 61arogapHOCThIO, TOJTBKO BCE CIIpallliBajia, HDABCTBEHHBIE KHUTHU UJTU HET,
IIOTOMY 4TO €CJIM KHUTHM 6e3HPaBCTBEHHEIE, Tak Tebe, roBOpUT, HacTeHbKa, YUTATh HUKAK HEJIb3s, THI
OYPHOMY HAy4HUIITbCS.

— A yeMy X Hay4ych, 0a0yurka? YTo TaM HamucaHo?

— A! TOBOpPUT, OTHCAHO B HUX, KAK MOJIOJbIE JIIOOU COOJIa3HSIOT 0/1arOHPABHEIX [IEBHUI, KaK OHH, IO
IPEeIOrOM TOTO, YTO XOTST UX B3ATh 3a ce0s, YBO3SIT UX U3 OOMY POOUTEIbLCKOTO, KaK IIOTOM
OCTaBJISIIOT 3TUX HECYACTHBIX NEBUIl HA BOJIIO CyObOBl ¥ OHH MOTU0A0T CAMBIM IJIAYE€BHBIM 00Pa30M.
4, — roBopuTt 6abyIiKa, — MHOTO TaKWX KHUXKEK YHMTalla, U BCe, TOBOPUT, TaK IIPeKPacHO OMMUCAHO,
YTO HOYb CUAMIID, TUXOHBKO YHTaellb. Tak TH, roBopuT, HacTeHbKa, CMOTPH, UX He IpoUTH. Kakux
3TO, TOBOPHUT, OH KHUT IIPUCIIaN?

— A Bce Banbrepa CkoTTa poMaHEl, OaOyIiKa.

— BanbTepa CkoTTa poMaHbl! A MONTHO, HET JIX TYT KaKUX-HUOyOb ImamHei? [locMoTpu-Ka, He
TIOJIOXKHUJI JTX OH B HUX KaKOW-HUOYIb TI0O0BHOM 3aMMCOYKHU?

— Her, roBopio, 6aby1ika, HET 3aMKUCKHU.
— Jla THI IOX IEPETIETOM IIOCMOTPH; OHM WHOTTIA B MEPEIIeT 3aluXaioT, Pa300HHUKH! ..
— Her, 6a0y1mika, ¥ mof IepemnaeToM HeT HUYero.

— Hy 10-TO Xe!



Bot MBI ¥ Havanu yuTaTh BaneTep-CKOTTa ¥ B KaKOU-HUOYIb MECSI] IIOYTH MOJIOBUHY mpounu. [ToToM
OH ellle ¥ ellle IpHuckIaj, [TymmKruHa MPUCHIai, TakK YTO HaKOHeI[ 1 0e3 KHUT ¥ OLITH He MOTJIa U
mepecTasa fyMaTh, Kak Obl BBIUTH 32 KUTAWCKOTO IIPUHIIA.

Taxk OvLI0 [eso, KOTrga OfUH pa3 MHe CJIy4YUJI0Ch TOBCTPEeYaThCs C HAIIUM XKUJIBLIIOM Ha JIECTHHUIIE.
Babymika 3a yeM-To mocniana MeHsi. OH OCTaHOBHUJICS, I IOKpacHesa, U OH MOKpPaCHEJ; OJHAKO
3acMesiyics, Mo3A0poBasIcs, 0 6a0yIUIKMHOM 300POBbE CIIPOCUI U TOBOPUT: «UTO, BBl KHUTU IIPOUIA?»
4 orBeuana: «IIpouna». «4To ke, TOBOPUT, BaM O0JIbllle TTOHPABUIIOCH?» £ u roBopio: «MBaHTOE Ma
[Tymkus GoJbllle BCeX MOHPaBUIKCh». Ha 9TOT pa3 TeM ¥ KOHYHUIIOCh.

Yepes Hefenio S eMy OIATH IOManach Ha JiecTHHUIE. B 9ToT pa3 6abyIiKa He MOChIala, @ MHe caMou
Hayo OBITIO 3a YeM-TO. BB TpeTHit 4ac, a XKUIEI B 9TO BPpeEMS OMOM ITPUXOOUII.

«3ppaBcTByuUTE!» — roBOpUT. f eMy: «3apaBcTByUTE!»
— A 4TO, TOBOPUT, BaM HE CKy4YHO LIeJIEH leHb CUETh BMecTe ¢ 0abylIKon?

Kak oH 3TO y MeHsI CIIPOCHII, I, K He 3Hal0 0TYEero, IOKpacHesa, 3aCTEIAUIACh, U OMSITh MHE CTallo
00MIHO, BUMHO OTTOTO, YTO YK APYTHE PO 3TO [eJ0 pacClpalluBaTh CTanu. 1 yXK OBUIO XOTella He
OTBeYaTh U YUTH, ia CUJI He OBIJIO.

— IlocnyuialiTe, TOBOPUT, BH moOpasi geBymka! M3BUHUTE, YTO S C BAMU TaK T'OBOPIO, HO, YBEPSIO
Bac, s BaM nyuine 0aOyLIKy Baliel kenaio gobpa. Y Bac Mogpyr HET HUKaKUX, K KOTOPHIM OBl MOKHO
OBLLIIO B TOCTH IIOUTH?

4 roBopio, YTO HUKAKMX, 4TO OblyIa OfiHa, MallleHbKa, fa U Ta B [ICKOB yexana.
— Ilocnymanite, TOBOPUT, XOTUTE CO MHOIO B Te€aTp I10eXaTh?

— B TeaTp? Kak xke 6abymka-To?

— IIa BBI, TOBOPUT, TUXOHBKO OT 6abyIIKHM...

— Her, roBopio, 51 6abyurky o6MaHEIBaTh He x04y. [Ipomaiite-c!

— Hy, npomaiiTe, TOBOPUT, a caM HUYETO He CKa3all.

TonpKko mociie obefa ¥ MPUXOOUT OH K HaM; CeJl, MOJIr0 TOBOPHUII ¢ 0a0yIIKOM, pacCIpauInBa, 4To
OHa, BEIE3KAeT JIM KyJa-HuOyOb, €CTh I 3HAKOMEIE, — [Ia BOAPYT ¥ TOBOPHUT: «A CETOMHS 5 OBIIO JIOKY
B3s1JT B omepy; ,CeBUIIbCKOTO ITUPIOJIbHUKA " JAl0T, 3HAaKOMBIE eXaTh XOTEJH, a TOTOM OTKA3aJluCh, Y
MEHST ¥ OCTAJICS OMITET Ha PyKax».

— «CeBHUIIBCKOTO IUpPIOIbHUKA»! — 3akpudyana 6abyika, — ga 3TO TOT CaMbli «L[UPIOBHUKY,
KOTOPOT'O B CTapHHY JaBaiu?

— Jla, TOBOPHUT, 3TO TOT caMblii «L{[MpIOIBHUK», — [a ¥ B3TJISHYJ Ha MeHsd. A g yX BCe MOHSA,
IIOKpacCHeJsIa, ¥ Y MEHs CepAlle OT 0XKUOaHus 3anphrano!

— IIa kak xke, roBopuT 6abyIiKa, Kak He 3HaTh. 4 caMa B CTapHHY Ha JoMalllHeM TeaTpe Po3uHy
urpana!

— Tak He XOTHTe /K eXaTh CEeroJHsa? — CKa3a XKuJell. — Y MeHs OuIeT mpornafaeT ke JapoM

— [Ila, moxany#, moegeM, TOBopuT 0abyiIka, 0TYero X He moexaTth? A BOT y MeHs HacTeHbKa B



TeaTpe HUKOTITa He Oblla

Boxe Moii, Kakas pamocTk! ToTyac xKe MBI cOOpanuch, CHapSIgUIUCh U moexanu. babyika XoTh 1
cJeria, a Bce-TakKM el XOTeJIOCh MY3HIKY CIyIIaTh, fa, KpOMe TOTO, OHa CTapyliKa fobpas: 6omblme
MeHS MOTELIUTh X0Teja, CaMHU-TO MBI HUKOTa Obl He coOpauch. YK KakKoe OBIJIO BlleYaT/IeHHe OT
«CeBUIbCKOT0 LIUPIOJIbHUKA», 1 BaM HE CKaxXy, TOJIbKO BO BECh 9TOT Beuep XKHUJIell Halll TaK XOPOIIO
CMOTpeN Ha MeH$, TaK XOPOIIO TOBOPHJI, YTO S TOTYAC yBHUAENA, YTO OH MeHS XOTeJl UCILITATh
IIOYTPY, IPENI0XKUB, 4T00 S 0fHa ¢ HUM noexana. Hy, pagocts Kakas! CraTh s jieryia Takasg ropgas,
Takas Becellas, TakK cepfle OUIOCh, YTO CcOellarach MajleHbKas IuxopagKa U g BCI0 HOYbL Openuma o
«CeBUIIBCKOM IUPIOILHUKE»

4 mymarna, 4TO IOCJie 9TOTO OH Bce OymeT 3aXOOguTh yalle U dalle, — He TYT-TO Obi1o. OH MOYTH
coBceM mepecTan. Tak, oguH pa3 B Mecsi, ObIBajao, 3alieT, ¥ TO TOJBKO C TeM, 4To0 B TeaTp
IPUTTIAacUTh. Pa3a ABa MBI OMSATH MOTOM Che3OUNIM. TOMBKO YK 9TUM 51 OblJla COBCeM HeHOOoBOJIbHA. S
BH[EJIa, UYTO eMy IIPOCTO XKaIKo OBIJIO MeHs 3a TO, YTO g y 6a0yIIKKu B TaKOM 3aroHe, a 60bIne-To 1
HU4ero. [lamble ¥ Jaiblle, ¥ HAIIIO Ha MEHS: U CUIETH-TO I He CHUXKY, U YUTATh-TO 5 HE YUTAI0, U
paboraTh He paboTraio, HHOTHA CMeloch U 6abyiIke 4To-HUOYAbh HA3/I0 Oejiailo, JPYyroi pas MpoCcTo
nnavy. HakoHel, s moxymesna u 4yTh ObI0 He cTasna 6onbHa. OMepHBIN Ce30H MPOIIeN, U XKUJell K
HaM COBCeM IlepecTall 3aXOOUTh; KOTHa Ke MBI BCTpeYalluCh — BCEe Ha TOM XKe JeCTHHIlE,
pa3yMeeTcs, — OH TaK MOJI4a MOKJIOHUTCS, TaK Cephe3HO0, KakK OYATO ¥ TOBOPUTH He XOUeT, U VXK
COMET COBCEM Ha KPHITIBIIO, a S BCE ellle CTOI0 Ha MOJIOBHHE JIECTHUIIE, KpACHAs KaK BUIIHS, TOTOMY
YTO Y MEHS BCSI KPOBb Hadasa OpocaThCs B TOJIOBY, KOTTIA S C HMM ITOBCTPEYAIOCh.

Temepsb ceifuac ¥ KoHell. POBHO rog TOMY, B Mae Mecslile, XHUJIEIl K HaM MPUXOMUT ¥ TOBOPHUT
6alyIrKe, 4YTO OH BHIXJIOTIOTAJ 3[[eCh COBCEM CBOE HEJI0O U YTO HOJIXKHO €My OIMSITh yexXaTh Ha I'of B
MockBy. §I, KaK ycCiHIIana, mobiegHeNla 1 yuana Ha CTyJlI Kak MepTBasi. baOyuika HM4Yero He
3aMeTHIIa, a OH, 00BSIBUB, YTO ye3XKaeT OT HaC, OTKIJIAHSJICS HaM H VIIel.

Yro MHe memnaTh? 4 mymalna-gyMalia, TOCKOBaja-TOCKOBAJIa, fa HAKOHEIl ¥ pellniachk. 3aBTpa eMy
ye3xaTh, a g [IOPeIInsa, YTO0 Bce KOHYY BeuepoM, Korga 6abymmka yigeT crnaTh. Tak u Cly4usocs. I
HaBsi3ajia B Y3€JI0K BCe, YTO OBIJIO MIaTheB, CKOIBKO HYKHO OeJlbsl, ¥ C Y3€JIKOM B PYKax, HU KWBa HU
MEepTBa, IOIIJa B ME30HUH K HallleMy XUIbIly. [lymMalo, 5 Ia ek Yyac 1Mo nectHuie. Korga xe
OTBOPHUJIA K HEMY OBEPh, OH TaK M BCKPUKHYJI, Ha MeHs risgas. OH gymall, YTO 5 MPUBUIEHUE, U
Opocuicst MHe BOMH TOAATh, TIOTOMY YTO S €[[Ba CTOsijIa Ha Horax. Cepplie Tak OUIIOCH, YTO B TOJIOBE
001bHO OBITIO, ¥ Pa3yM Mo¥ moMyTuics. Korga ke s O4HyIach, TO Hadaja MPSIMO TeM, YTO MOJI0KHUIa
CBOM y3eJI0OK K HEMY Ha IIOCTeJIb, CaMa CeJla IOofJie, 3aKphllaCh PyKaMU U 3alljlakajia B TPU PYUbs.
OH, KaXeTCs, MUTOM BCe TIOHSITT ¥ CTOSIJI IIepeio MHOU OJIeMHBIN U TaK I'PYCTHO TIISeN Ha MEHS, YTO
BO MHE Cep[lle HaJopBao.

— TlocnymaiiTe, — Hayasn OH, — IocaymIaiTe, HacTeHbKa, 5 HUYETO He MOTY; 51 4eJIoBeK OemHEIMH; Y
MeHSI ITOKaMeCT HeT HUYero, faxe MecTa IOPSAMOYHOTO; KakK ke MBI OymeM XUTh, ecnu 6 g u
XKEeHUJICS Ha Bac?

MBI goniro roOBOpPMIIM, HO S HaKOHeIl IIPHUIIJIa B UCCTYIIJIEHNe, CKa3asa, YTO He MOTy XKUTh ¥ 6abymKy,
yT0 yOEry OT Hee, YTO He X04y, 4T06 MeHs OyTaBKON IPUILTIHINBAIIN, ¥ YTO 5, KaK OH X0YeT, ITOefy C
HUM B MOCKBY, IOTOMY 4TO 6€3 HETO XKUTh He MOTY. M CTHIA, U MI060Bb, ¥ TOPAOCTH — BCE Pa3oM
TOBOPUJIO BO MHe, U g YyTh He B Cy[lOpoTrax ymasa Ha I1ocTesb. 1 Tak 6osimack oTka3a!

OH HECKOJIBKO MHHYT CHOE]I MOJI4d, IIOTOM BCTAJI, IIOOOIIE]I KO MHE B B35JI MEHA 3d PYKY.

— HOCHYLHafITe, MO4A 1106paﬂ, Mo Munasad HacTenbka! — Hayanl OH TOXE CKBO3b CIIE3Bl, —
nocnymaﬁTe. KJ'[HHYCL BaM, 4TO €CJIu KOI"I[a-HI/IGYJIb g 6y,'[[y B COCTOAHUU KEHUTHCS, TO HEIIPEMEHHO



BBl COCTAaBUTE MO€ CYaCTue; yBepPsA, Teleph TOJbKO OJHU Bhl MOXKETEe COCTaBUTh MOE CUACThE.
CrnymaiiTe: s eqy B MockBy u mpoOyay TaM pPOBHO rof. 4 Hamewch YCTPOUTH Aelia cBou. Korma
BOPOYYCh, U €CJIM BHl MeHS He pa3noburte, KISHYCbh BaM, M OymeM cYacTIuUBH. Temepp xke
HEBO3MOKHO, ST He MOTY, S He BIIpaBe XOTb YTO-HUOYab obemmaTh. Ho, IOBTOPSIIO, €C/IM Yepe3 I'ofl 9TO
He CHeJlaeTcs, TO XOTb Korfaa-HuOyob HempeMeHHO OyeT; pa3yMeeTcsi — B TOM Cliy4dae, eCJid Bl He
IpefnouTeTe MHE OPYTroro, IOTOMY YTO CBA3BIBaTh BaC KAaKMM-HUOYIb CJIOBOM S He MOTY U He CMeI0.

Bot 4To0 OH CKa3an MHe ¥ Ha3aBTpa yexall. [lonoxeHo O6b110 coobima 6alyiike He TOBOPUTH 00 9TOM
HU cyioBa. Tak oH 3axoTen. Hy, BOT Temeps MOYTH ¥ KOHYEHA BCST MOSI UCTOPUS. IIpolien poBHO Tof.
OH mpuexal, OH yX 3[eCh LieJible TPU OHS U, U...

— U uTo KE? — 3aKpH4Yall 4 B HETEPIIEHNUH yCJIBIIIaTh KOHEII.

— U po cux mop He sBnsiicst! — oTBevyana HacteHnbka, Kak 6yaTO cCOOMPAsCh C CHIaMU, — HU CIIyXY
HU JIyXY...

TyT oHa ocTaHOBMIJIACh, TOMOJIYaa HEMHOT0, OMYCTHIIa TOJIOBY ¥ BAPYT, 3aKPHIBIIKCH PYKaMH,
3aphifaja Tak, YTo BO MHe CepJille TePeBEePHYIOCH OT ITUX PHIAHUN.

¢l HUKaK He 0XHUIall Mogo0HOM pPa3BI3KHU.

— Hacrenbka! — Havan s poOKMM ¥ BKpag4yuBEIM ronocoM, — Hactennka! pagu Bora, He mmaubTe!
[ToueMmy Bl 3HaeTe? MOXKET OBITh, €TO ellle HET ...

— 3pecsh, 3geck! — mogxBatuna Hactenbka. — OH 37ech, 1 3TO 3Hal0. Y Hac OBLJIO YCIIOBHE, TOTAA
eme, B ToT Beuep, HaKaHyHe OThe3[a: KOrjga yXkKe MBI CKa3alid BCe, 4YTO S BaM IlepecKasalia, u
YCIIOBUJIMCH, MBI BHIIIJIM CIOfA I'y/ISITh, UMEHHO Ha 3Ty Ha0epexkHyI0. BrII0 JecsaTh YacoB; MBI CUIEIH
Ha 3TOM CKaMelKe; s yXKe He IJIaKajla, MHe ObIIO CJIafKO CNyIIaTh TO, YTO OH roBopui... OH cKa3sars,
YTO TOTYAC XKe II0 IIpue3fe IpUaeT K HaM U eCJIu S He 0TKaXyCh OT HEeT0, TO MBI CKaxeM 060 BceM
6abymke. Tenepb OH IpueXas, s 3TO 3Hal0, X €T0 HeT, HeT!

U oHa CcHOBa ygapuiach B CI€3HL.

— Bboxe mou! [Ja pa3Be HUKaK HENIb3s IIOMOYb FOPH? — 3aKpuyai 5, BCKOUUB CO CKaMeUKHU B
COBepIIeHHOM oTYassHuU. — Ckaxute, HacTeHbKa, HeNlb3s U OyIeT XOTh MHE CXOIUTh K HEMY?..

— Pa3Be 3T0 BO3MOXKHO? — CKa3aJjla OHa, BAPYT IIOJHSB I'OJIOBY.
— Her, pa3ymeeTcs, HET! — 3aMeTHUII I, CIIOXBATUBIINCh. — A BOT YTO: HAMMUIIUTE IMUCHMO.

— Her, 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO, 9TO He/Ib3sI! — OTBEYasa OHA PEIITUTeIbHO, HO yKe MOTYIUB I'0JIOBY U He
CMOTPS Ha MEHS.

— Kak Henb3g? 0T4ero X Hejab3sd? — MPOJOJIKAJ s, YXBATUBIIUCEH 3a CBOIO unew. — Ho, 3HaerTe,
Hactenbka, kakoe nuceMo! IluceMo nucbMy po3Hb U...AX, HacTeHbKa, 3T0 Tak! BBephTech MHe,
BBepbTeCh! { BaM He maM AypPHOro coBeTa. Bce 3TO MOXHO yCTPOUTh! Brl XKe Hayalu epBhll ar —
OTYETO0 XK€ TeNepb...

— Henb3s, Henb3s! Torma s Kak 0yaTO HAaBSI3BIBAIOCE. ..

— Ax, nob6peHbkas Mot Hactenbka! — mepe0Ou 51, He CKpBIBas YIBIOKM, — HET JKe, HeT; Bbl, HaKOHeIl,
BIIpaBe, IOTOMY YTO OH BaM obeirarsn. [Ja ¥ 110 BCEMY S BUXKY, UYTO OH YeJIOBEK [eTMKaTHBIM, YTO OH
IIOCTYIIUJI XOPOIII0, — IIPOMAOJIXKAI 5, Bce 6ojiee u 60ee BOCTOPTasiCh OT JIOTUYHOCTH COOCTBEHHBIX



MOBOMOB U yOexkOeHu#, — OH Kak nmoctynun? OH cebs cBsizan obeianueM. OH cKa3all, YTO HA Ha KOM
He XEeHUTCS, KpOMe Bac, €CJIM TOJIbKO JKEHUTCS; BaM XKe OH OCTaBUII ITOJIHYI0 CBOOOOY XOTh cefdac oT
HEro OTKa3aThCs... B TAaKOM ciydae BBl MOXKETe CHeJlaTh IePBEIi I1ar, BbI KMEETe IIPaB0, BEl UMEETE
nepen HUM IIPEUMYILEeCTBO, XOTs Obl, HarrpuMep, ecyiu 6 3aX0TeNMy pa3Bsi3aTh €ro OT JaHHOTO CJIOBA...

— IlocnymaiiTe, BB Kak OBl Hamucaniu?

— Yro?

— Jla 3TO IHCHEMO.

— 4 OBl BOT KaK Hamucan: «MUIOCTUBEIN rOCyAapk...»

— JTO TaK HENIPEMEHHO HY2KHO — MHUJIOCTUBLIN ITOCyHaph?
— Henpemenno! BopoueM, oTuero x? g gymaro...

— Hy, ny! ganse!

— "MurnocTtuBeY rocynaps!

V3BuHUTE, 4TO f..." BpodeM, HeT, He HYXHO HUKaKux u3BuHeHuu! TyT camuii ¢akT Bce
OIIpaBALIBAET, MUIIUTE IIPOCTO:

"d numy K BaM. [IpocTuTe MHE MOe HETEpIeHUe; HO 5 IeJNbIi rof Oblsla CUaCTIMBA HaJeX0M;
BUHOBATA JIX {1, YTO HE MOTI'y Tellepb BHIHECTU U OHSA COMHeHUsA? Temeps, KOrga yX e BEL IpUeXalli,
MOXKeT OBITh, BHl y2Ke U3MEHUIIU CBOM HaMepeHUs. Torma 3To MUChMO CKaXKeT BaM, YTO 51 He POIIIY U
He 00BUHSIO Bac. 4 He 0OBMHSIO BaC 3a TO, YTO He BjIaCTHA HaJ BalllUM CepflieM; TaKoBa YK Cyab0a
Mos!

Bl 61aropopHEIN 4emoBeK. Brl He ynbIOHETEeCh ¥ He IMOJ0cagyeTe Ha MO HETEPIIETUBLE CTPOKH.
BcmomHuuTe, 4TO MX nuileT 6egHas HeBYIIKa, YTO OHA OOHA, YTO HEKOMY HU HAy4YHUTh e€e, HU
II0COBETOBATh €i M YTO OHA HUKOT[A He yMella caMa COBJIaeTh C CBOUM ceppaueM. Ho mpocTtute
MEHSI, 4YTO B MO0 [OYyIIy XOTSI Ha OMMH MUT 3aKpajoch COMHeHUe. Bl He CITOCOOHH fazke ¥ MBICJIEHHO
o0umeTh Ty, KOTOpas Bac Tak jaobuia u mooduT".

— Jla, ma! 9TO TOYHO Tak, KakK g gyMana! — 3akpudana HacTeHbKa, U pafgoCcTh 3acussa B riasax
ee. — O! BBl pa3pemuny MOM COMHEHHMSI, Bac MHe caM bor mocnan! Brarogapio, 6;1arogapio Bac!

— 3a 4T0? 3a TO, 4TO MeHd bor mocnan? — oTBeyan f, T4 B BOCTOPTe Ha ee pafoCTHOE JINYUKO.
— [la, XOTh 3a TO.

— Ax, Hacrenbka! Benp G1arogapuM ke MBI UHBIX JIIOfIeH XOThb 3@ TO, YTO OHUM KUBYT BMECTE C HaMHU.
4 6rmaropmapio Bac 3a TO, UTO BBl MHE BCTPETHUIIUCE, 3a TO, YTO IEJIBIN BeK MOoU OyIy Bac IOMHHUTB!

— Hy, moBonbHO, moBOnBHO! A Temephb BOT UTO, CAyLIakTe-Ka: TOrga OBIIO YCIIOBHE, YTO KAK TOJIBKO
IpHefeT OH, TaK TOTYAC JacT 3HATh 0 cebe TeM, YTO OCTABUT MHE MMUCHMO B OMHOM MeCTe, y OMHUX
MOHMX 3HAKOMBIX, JOOPHIX U IPOCTHIX JIIOfIel, KOTOPEIe HUYEero 00 9TOM He 3HAIOT; UK €CJIH HeIb3s
OymeT HamucaTh KO MHE IIMChMa, 3aTeM YTO B IIMChMe He BCerjla BCe paccKaxkelllb, TO OH B TOT Xe
IeHb, KaK MpueneT, OyaeT Clofa POBHO B OECSTh YaCOB, THE MBI U MOJIOXKUIU C HUM BCTPETUTHCS. O
mpue3[e ero s yxke 3Ha; HO BOT yKe TPeTHH JeHb HeT HU MUCbMa, HU ero. YUTH MHe 0T 0alyImku
OYTPY HUKAK Henmb3s. OTHaiTe MUChMO MOE 3aBTPa BH CaMu TeM JOOPHIM JIIOASM, 0 KOTOPHIX S BaM



TOBOpHUJIa: OHHU yXKe IMEePEeIIIoT; a eCIIxu 6Y}I€T OTBET, TO CaMH BEHI IIPDEHECETE €Ir0 B€4ePOM B NEeCATh
4acCoB.

— Ho nucemo, nuceMo! Benp npexpne HyXKHO NIUChbMO Hanucats! Tak pa3se mocie3aBTpa BCe 3TO
oymer.

— IIucemo... — oTBeyana HacTeHbKa, HEMHOTO CMEIIIaBIINCh, — IIUCHMO... HO...

Ho ona He pmoroBopusna. OHa cHa4ana OTBEpPHYJa OT MeHs CBOe JIMYMKO, IIOKpacHesa, Kak po3a, u
BAPYT 1 MOYYBCTBOBAJ B MO€M PyKe MUCHMO, IMO-BUAUMOMY yXKe HaBHO HaIlMCaHHOE, COBCEM
IPUTOTOBJIEHHOE U 3amedaTaHHoe. Kakoe-To 3HaKOMOe, MHUJIOe, I'pali03HOe BOCIOMUHAHUE
IIPOHECIIOCh B MOEU TojoBe!

— R, 0—Ro,s,i—si,n, a—na, — Hayvain .

— Rosina! — 3amenu Mb 06a, 51, 9yTh He OOHMMAs €e OT BOCTOPra, OHAa, MOKPACHEB, KaK TOJBKO
MOTJIa TIOKPaCHeTh, ¥ CMesICh CKBO3b CJIE3Bl, KOTOPHIE, KaK KEeMUYKHUHKH, JPOKAIM Ha €e YePHBIX
PecHHUIIaX.

— Hy, nosonbHO, moBonbHO! [IpowiaiTe Teneps! — cKa3ala 0OHa CKOPOIOBOPKOX. — BOT BaM IIKUCHMO,
BOT U afipec, Kyna cHectu ero. [IpomanTe! no ceupganus! 1o 3aBTpa!

OHa Kpenko cxkaja MHe 00e PyKH, KMBHYJIa TOJIOBOM ¥ MeJIbKHYJIa KaK CTpesa, B CBOM IMepeysok. f
[OJITO CTOSLT Ha MECTe, IIPOBOKas ee rja3aMu.

«Jlo 3aBTpa! {0 3aBTpa!» — IMIPOHECTIOCH B MOEM T'OJIOBE, KOT[la OHA CKPhIIACh U3 TlIa3 MOUX

Houb TpeThs

Ceropust OB IeHb IeYaIbHbIHM, JOXKIIUBLIM, 6€3 MpocBeTa, TOYHO Oymylias CTapocTh Mosi. MeHs
TECHSAT TaKWe CTPaHHBIE MBICIY, TaKle TEMHEIE OIIYIEHUs, TaKue ellle HesCHbIEe OIS MeHS BOIIPOCH
TONNATCS B MOEY I'0JIOBe, — a KakK-TO HeT HU CUJIbl, HU XOTEHUS UX pa3pelminTs. He MHe pa3pemuTs
BCe 370!

CeromHs MBl He yBUOMMCS. Buepa, Korfma MBI Ipolianuchk, o0jlaka CTalu 3aBojakKuBaTh HEOO U
moOeIMaJiCS TyMaH. $1 cka3as, 4To 3aBTpa OymeT OypHOU JeHb; OHA HE OTBedYalla, OHa He XOTeJja
IpOTUB ce0si TOBOPUTH; OJIs HEe 3TOT OeHb M CBETeN U SICeH, U HU OJHA Ty4YKa He 3acCTejieT ee
CUACTHS.

— Komnu 6ygeT moxkab, MBI He YBUAUMCSI! — CKa3aja OHa. — f1 He TpuUmy.
4 mymai, 4To OHa U He 3aMeTujia CEerONHSIIHETO HOX/AA, a MeXOy TeM He IIPUIIIA.
Buepa OvII0 Hallle TpeThe CBUAAHbE, Hallla TPEThS Oesast HOUb...

OpmHako, KakK pafgoCTh ¥ CYACTHE [ejlaloT YesloBeKa IMPeKpacHBIM! KakK KUMUT ceppre I00Bbio!
KaxerTcsi, Xo4uelb U3NMUTh BCE CBOE CEPAIle B APYroe cephlle, xodelns, 4ToO Bce OBIIO Beceso, Bce
cMmesinmochk. M Kak 3apa3uTesbHa 9Ta pafgocTh! Buepa B ee cioBax OBIIO CTONBKO HETH, CTONBKO
moOpOTH KO MHE B cepaile... Kak oHa yxaxkuBajia 3a MHOM, KaK JacKajlach BO MHe, KakK o0ofpsia u
Hexua Moe ceppue! O, CKOIBbKO KOKeTCTBa OT cyacTus! A 4... d npuHUMa BCe 3a YUCTYI0 MOHETY; 5
AayMaJ, 4TO OHa...

Ho, 60xe Moii, Kak xKe MOT g 3TO AyMaTh? KaK 3Ke MOT s ObITb TakK Cjell, KOrfga yXke BCe B3STO



IPyTuM, BCe He MOe; KOrfa, HaKOHell, JaXxe 3Ta caMas HEXHOCTh ee, ee 3a00Ta, ee JO0OBE... 114,
m060Bb KO MHe, — OBlJIa HE YTO UHOE, KaK PajjoCTh 0 CKOPOM CBUIAHUU C IPYTUM, XKeJlaHue HaBI3aTh
U MHe cBoe cyactue?.. Korga oH He mpuies, KOrfa Mbl IPOXKAaIy HallpacHO, OHa XKe HaXMypUJIach,
OHa ke 3apobea u cTpycuiia. Bce IBUXKeHUS ee, BCe CJIOBa €€ yXKe CTaJld He TakK JIETKH, UTPUBHL U
BeCeJEl. U, cTpaHHOe [e10, — OHa YOBOMJIa KO MHE CBOE BHUMaHUeE, KakK Oy[ITO MHCTUHKTHUBHO JXKeJas
Ha MeHs M3JIUTh TO, Yero cama xemiaja cebe, 3a 4To cama 6osnach; ecnu 6 0HO He cObLIOCH. Mos
HacTeHbka Tak opofesa, Tak Iepemnyranach, YTO, KaxeTcs, MTOHsIa, HAKOHEll, YTO s JI00III0 ee, U
cxXKanuiaach Hap Moel OGefmHOM n060BbI0. Tak, KOrga Mbl HECUACTHBEI, MBI CUJIbHEE UYBCTBYEM
HecYyacCTHe APYTHUX; YYBCTBO He pa30bUBaeTCs, a COCPENOTOYUBAETCH. .

4 mpumen K Hel ¢ MOJHLIM CepAlleM U eBa HOXKOAJICsS CBUAAHMs. {1 He MpeqyyBCTBOBAJ TOTO, YTO
Oynmy Temeps OLIYIaTh, He IPEOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE 3TO HE TaK KOHYUTCS. OHA cUsifia PafoCThio, OHA
oxwupasna oreeta. OTBeT OblI OH caM. OH moyXKeH OvlI MPUKUTH, MpubexkaTh Ha ee 30B. OHA IpHUIIIa
paHbIlle MeHs IeabiM YacoM. CHavyaja OHa BCEMY X0XOTaljla, BCSIKOMY CJIOBY MOEMY CMesiiach. S
Hayas ObIJI0 TOBOPUTH U YMOJIK.

— 3HaeTe 1M, OTYETO 5 TaK pafa? — cKalajla OHa, — TaK pafa Ha BaC CMOTPETh? Tak JII00II0 Bac
ceromgHsa?

— Hy? — cmpocurn s1, ¥ cepfiie MOe 3aipoxKalio.

— 41 orToro nr006JII0 Bac, 4TO BhI He BIOOUINCH B MEHs. Bens BOT MHOM, HA BallleM MeCTe, CTajl OBl
0eCIIOKOUTh, IPUCTABATh, Pa30oxXasics Obl, Pa300sIesics, a BEl TAKOM MUJIBIH!

TyT oHa Tak cxkaja MO0 PyKy, YTO s 4yTh He 3akpudan. OHa 3acMesiniach.

— Boxe! Kakoii BH Apyr! — Hayasa OHa Yepe3 MUHYTY O4YeHb cepbe3H0. — [la Bac bor MHe mocnan!
Hy, uTo OBl co MHOIi OblsIO, ecnii O Bac co MHOM Teneph He O6v710? Kakoit Bel 6eCKOpHICTHHIM! Kak
XopoIro Bel MeHs mobute! Korga s BEIAY 3aMyK, MBEl Oy[ileM O4YeHb APYXKHEHI, OOJIbIIE YEeM KakK
OpaThs. A Oymy Bac mMOOUTH IIOYTH TaK, KakK ero...

MHe cTalo Kak-ToO YXKaCHO TPYCTHO B 3TO MIHOBEHHE; OJHAKO X YTO-TO IIOX0XKe€e Ha CMeX
3allleBEeJINJIOCE B OyIIe MOEH.

— BrI B IIpUuIIagkKe, — CKa3all 1, — BRI TPYCUTE; BRI AyMa€Te, YTO OH HEe IIPUOET.

— Bor ¢ Bamu! — orBeuasna oHa, — ecnu 0 s OBIJIa MEHbIIEe CUACTIINBA, I ObI, KaXKeTCsI, 3alllaKaya OT
BAIllero HeBepHs, OT BAIllMX YIIPeKOB. BpoueM, BHI MeHS HaBeJIM Ha MBIC/Ih U 3afald MHE JONTYI0
OyMy; HO s IIOAyMalo ITOoCjIe, a Telleph MPHU3HAI0Ch BaM, YTO IIPaBAy BH roBopute. [la! s Kak-To cama
He CBOS; S KaK-TO BCSI B OXKHAHUU U YYBCTBYIO BCe KaK-TO CIIMIIKOM JIerKo. [la IOTHOTE, OCTaBUM
IIpO 4yBCTBa!l..

B 9T0 BpeMsi MOCIHBIIANHKCE IIATH, ¥ B TEeMHOTE IIOKA3aJiCsd IPOX0XKMH, KOTOPHH IIej K HaM
HaBCcTpeuy. Mu 00a 3afpoKaiy; OHa YyTh He BCKPUKHYIIA. & OMyCTHU ee PYKY ¥ CHOEeJall XKeCT, KaK
OynTo xoTes oTouTH. Ho MBI 0OMaHyIHUCh: 3TO OBIJT HE OH.

— Yero BH 6ouTech? 3aueM BB OPOCUIIM MO0 PYKYy? — CKa3aja OHa, ITofaBas MHe ee omsATh. — Hy,
YTO XkKe? MBI BCTPETHM ero BMecTe. {1 xo4y, 4To0 OH BHeJ, KaK MBI JIIOOUM ApPYT Opyra.

— Kak ™Mbl mobuM apyr apyra! — 3akpudarn .

"O Hacrenbka, HacTenbka! — mopmyMart si, — Kak 3TUM CJIOBOM Thl MHOTO cKa3asa! OT aTakou i00BH,
HacTteHbKa, B uUHOU 4Yac X0JIOAEeeT Ha CepAlle U CTAHOBUTCS TSAXKeJO0 Ha gylie. TBOg pyKa XO0JIogHasd,



MoOd ropsiuas Kak oroub. Kakas cnemas Tel, HacteHnpka!.. O! Kak HECHOCEH CYaCT/IMBHIY 4Y€JI0BEK B
unyto MmuHyTy! Ho s He Mor Ha Te0s1 paccepauthcs!..""

Hakoserr cepalie Moe IIepenoiHUIOCE.
— INocnymaitite, HacTeHbKa! — 3akpuyarn s, — 3HaeTe JIi, YTO CO MHOU OBLIO BECh NEeHb?
— Hy 4to0, 4TO TaKoe? paccka3riBaliTe cKopee! UTO XK BHI 10 CUX IIOP BCe Mojdanu!

— Bo-mepBrix, HacTeHbKa, KOrfla S UCIOJHUII BCE BAlllM KOMUCCHM, OTHAJ MUCbMO, OB V BaIIUX
OOOPHIX JTOMIEH, ITIOTOM... IIOTOM S IIPUIIETT JOMOM U JIET CIIaTh.

— TonmpKo-T0? — mepeOuia OHa 3aCMESIBIIKCH.

— [Jla, mo4YTH TONBKO-TO, — OTBeYan 5 CKpels cepile, IOTOMY YTO B rjla3aX MOUX yXKe HaKUIlalu
TJIyIble Clie3bl. — ¢ MPOCHYJICS 3a Yac [0 Halllero CBUAaHuUs, HO Kak OyATo u He cnas. He 3Halo, 4TO
651710 co MHOIO0. { m1es1, YT00O BaM 3TO BCe paccKas3aTh, Kak OyATO BpeMs [Jis MeHSI 0CTaHOBUJIOCH, Kak
OyOTO OMHO OIIYIIEHKWE, OMHO YYBCTBO HOJIXKHO OBIZIO OCTAThCS C 3TOI0 BPEMEHM BO MHE HaBEYHO, KaK
OyoTo omHa MMHYTa MOJKHa OBIJIa MPOMONKATHCS LEJIYI BEYHOCTh W CJIIOBHO BCS XKH3Hb
OCTAaHOBHUJIACH AJId MeHd... Korga s MpOCHYJICS, MHE Ka3aja0Ch, YTO KaKOUW-TO MY3bIKaJbHBI MOTHUB,
OAaBHO 3HAKOMEIH, TIe-TO IPexke CIIBIINAaHHbIM, 3a0bITEM U CIaOCTHLIM, Telepb BCIIOMUHAJICS MHE.
MHe Ka3asock, YTO OH BCIO XKH3Hb IIPOCHUJICA U3 OYLIA MOEH, U TOIbKO TeIepk...

— Ax, 60xke Mo, 6oxe mou! — mepeOuna HacTeHbKa, — KakK Xe 3TO BCe Tak? ¢ He MOHUMAI HU
cJIoBa.

— Ax, HacreHnnka! MHe X0TeNloCh Kak-HUOYIb ITepefaTh BaM 3TO CTPAHHOe BIledaT/ieHue... — Havall s
JKaJT0OHBIM T'OJI0COM, B KOTOPOM CKpPBIBaJIach ellle HafeXkaa, X0Ts BeChMa OTHaJIeHHas.

— IlonHoTe, nepecTanbTe, IOJHOTE! — 3aroBopuiia OHa, ¥ B OOUH MUT OHa [Jorajasach, IIyTOBKa!

Bropyr oHa cfenanach Kak-To HEOOBIKHOBEHHO T'OBOPJIMBA, Becena, IanoBnuBa. OHa B3siyla MeHS I10[
PYKYy, CMesiliach, X0Tejla, 4To0 U s ToXKe CMesJiCs, U KaXKaoe CMYIleHHOe CJIOBO MOe OT3hBajoCh B
Hel TaKUM 3BOHKHMM, TAaKHM [OJITMM CMEXOM... Sl HauuHANl CEPAUTLCS, OHA BAPYT MYCTHUIIACh
KOKETHHYATh.

— IlocnymaiiTe, — Hadala OHa, — a Belb MHE HEMHOXKKO 0OCAAHO, YTO BHl He BIIOOUINCH B MEHS.
Pa3bepuTte-Ka nocnie aToro yenoBeka! Ho Bce-Taku, rOCIIOOVWH HENPEKJIOHHBIN, BBl HEe MOXKeETe He
TIOXBaJIUTh MEHS 3a TO, UTO g TaKas IpocTasi. 51 BaM BCce TOBOPIO, BCe TOBOPIO, KaKas Obl TIYIIOCTh HU
IIPOMeEJIbKHYJIa Y MeHs B I'0JIOBe.

— CnymaiTte! 9To ofMHHAALATh 4aCcOB, KaXeTcsA? — cKalall s, Korga MepHBU 3BYK KOJIOKOJa
3arymen ¢ OToaleHHOM ropoackoy 6amuu. OHa BOPYT OCTAaHOBUIIACH, IIepecTaia CMEeSIThCS U Hadasa
CUUATATE.

— Jla, opuHHAAIATh, — CKa3ajla OHa HaKOHeI] POOKUM, HEPeIIUTEeIbHEIM I'0JIOCOM.

f ToT4ac ke packasics, 4TO HalyTral ee, 3aCTaBUJI CUUTATh YacCH, U NPOKJISAI cebs 3a IpUNafoK
3n0cTu. MHe CcTano 3a Hee I'PYCTHO, U g He 3HaJl, KaK UCKYIUThb CBOE IIperpelleHue. f Hadam ee
yTelaTh, BEIUCKUBATh IIPUYUHBI €r0 OTCYTCTBUS, IIOABOAUTL Pa3HEIEe [JOBOAH, [OKa3aTellbCTBa.
Hukoro Henb3s OBITIO JIerde 00MaHyTh, KaK €€ B 3Ty MUHYTY, a U BCAKUM B 9Ty MUHYTY Kak-TO
PafoCTHO BHICIYLUIMBAET XOTh KaKoe OBl TO HU OBLIO yTellleHWe U paf-paf, KOJIU eCTh XOTh TeHb
OIIpaBLIaHUS.



— Ila ¥ cMeITHOe [eJi0, — Hadvain s, Bce 0oyee u Oojee ropsivachk u a00ysich Ha HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO
SICHOCTb CBOMX [OKA3aTEeIbCTB, — Mla M He MOT OH NMPUUTH; B U MeHS 00OMaHY/Iu U 3aBIIEKIIH,
HacTeHbKa, Tak YTO I ¥ BPEMEHH CYET IOTEePsiI... BH TOBKO ImMOAyMaiTe: OH eiBa MOT IOJIYYHUTh
IKUCbMO; IIOJIOKUM, eMy HelIb3s NMPUUTH, TI0J0XKMUM, OH OyIeT oTBe4YaTh, TaK INHUCbMO NPHUIET He
paHbllle KaK 3aBTpa. f 3a HUM 3aBTPa YeM CBET CX0XKY M TOTYacC Ke faM 3HaThb. [IpeAnonoxkuTe,
HAKOHEI], THICSIYY BEPOSITHOCTEN: HY, ero He OBIJI0 JoMa, KOTHa IIPUIIJIO0 MMUChMO, ¥ OH, MOXKET OHBITh,
ero ¥ 10 CUX II0p He YuTas? Bemgs BCe MOXKET CITy4YUThCS.

— Ila, ma! — orBeuana HacTeHbka, — 4 U He mogyMaa; KOHEYHO, BCe MOXKET CIy4YUThCHA, —
IpofoXkKajga OHAa CaMbIM CTOBOPYMBHIM TOJIOCOM, HO B KOTOPOM, KakK HOCAAHBIM AUCCOHAHC,
CIIBILIIaIaCh KaKasi-To Apyras, OTHajieHHas MBICIIb. — BOT 4TO BHI CcAenauTe, — IpOofojiXKaja OHa, —
BBl UJJUTE 3aBTPa KaK MOXKHO PaHbIIIE U, €CJIH IOJTyYUTe YTO-HUOYOb, TOTYAC XKe JaiTe MHe 3HaTbh. Brl
Be[b 3HaeTe, rae 1 KuBy? — M OHa Hadasa IOBTOPSATH MHE CBOM afipec.

[ToToM OHa BOPYT CTaja TakK HeXHa, Tak poOka co MHOI0... OHa, Ka3ajoch, ClIyllajia BHUMATEIbHO,
YTO 51 €M TOBOPHUII; HO KOTfla s 00paTuics K Hel ¢ KaKMM-TO BOIIPOCOM, OHa CMOJI4aja, CMellanach 1
OTBOPOTHJIA OT MEHS TOJIOBKY. & 3arjisiHyI e¥ B rjla3a — TakK ¥ €CTh: OHA IJIaKala.

— Hy, MoxHo 11, MoxHO nu? AX, Kakoe Bil nuTs! Kakoe pebsgyectBo!.. [TomHOoTE!

Ona monpo6oBaja yabIOHYTbCS, YCIOKOUTHLCS, HO MOAOOPOMOK ee [ApoxkKajl U TPyOb Bce elle
KOJIBIXaJIacCh.

— 4 mymaro 00 Bac, — cKa3asa OHa MHe II0CJle MUHYTHOT'O MOJTYaHus, — Bl TakK JOOPEH], 4TO g Oblna
Obl KaMeHHas, ecny 0 He 4yBCTBOBaja 3TOr0. 3JHaeTe JIK, YTO MHeE IIPHUIIIO Tellephb B TON0BYy? f Bac
o0oux cpaBHMIIa. 3aueM OH — He BHI? 3aueM OH He TakKoH, Kak Bh? OH XyXe Bac, XOTb g U JII00JII0 ero
Ooble Bac.

4 He orBeuan Hudero. OHa, Ka3asnoch, xKaaja, 4Tob s cKa3aj T-ITO-HI/IGYJI[I:.

— KoneuHo, 51, MOXKeT OBITh, HE COBCEM ellle eT0 IIOHNMAal0, He COBCEM eTo 3Hai. 3HaeTe, s Kak 0yaTo
BCcerga 0osiach ero; OH Bcerga OB TaKOM CEPHE3HBIN, TaKOM Kak OynTo ropawlii. KoHewyHo, 51 3Halo,
YTO 3TO OH TOJILKO CMOTPHUT TaK, YTO B cepAlle ero 60JbIle, 4eM B MOEM, HEXKHOCTH... 1 TOMHIO, KaK
OH IIOCMOTpeEJI Ha MEeHS TOTrAa, KakK §, IOMHUTE, IIPUIIIa K HEMY C Y3€JIKOM; HO BCe-TakKu g ero Kak-To
CJIUIIIKOM yBaxalo, a Be[b 3TO KaK OyATO Obl MBI 1 HEPOBHS?

— Hert, HacTeHbka, HET, — OTBeyYas I, — 3TO 3HAUHUT, UTO BHI €TI0 OOJIbIIEe BCEro Ha CBeTe M0uTe, u
ropa3mo 6osbIrne cebst caMoi JTo0uTe.

— [la, TOJIOKMM, YTO 3TO TakK, — OTBedasia HauBHasi HacTeHbKa, — HO 3HAETe JIU, YTO MHe IIPHUIIIO0
Terneps B rofioBy? TOIBKO g Temeps He PO Hero OyAy rOBOPHUTH, a Tak, BOOOIIle; MHE yXKe MaBHO BCe
3TO MPUXOOUIIO B TO0BY. IlocmymaiTe, 3a4eM MHBl BCE HE TakK, Kak Obl OpaThs ¢ OpaThsiMu? 3aueM
CaMBIF JTyYLIUH YeJI0BEeK BCerma Kak OyOTO YTO-TO TAUT OT OAPYIOT0 M MOJIYMT OT HEro? 3aueM IpsMo,
cedyac, He CKa3aTh, YTO €CTh Ha CephIle, KoM 3Haelllb, YTO He Ha BeTep CBOe CJIOBO CKaxKeIlb? A TO
BCSIKMHM TaK CMOTPHUT, KaK Oy[ATO OH CypoBee, YeM OH €CTh Ha caMOM [iejie, Kak OyaTo Bce 00sTCS
OCKOpPOWTH CBOM YYBCTBA, KOJIX OYEHb CKOPO BHIKAXKYT HUX...

— Ax, HacTeHnbka! mpaBay BB TOBOPUTE; [1a B€Ob 3TO IPOUCXOOUT OT MHOTUX NIPUYUH, — Iepeburn s,
cam 6oJiee yeM KOrfa-HuOyOb B 9Ty MUHYTY CTECHSBIIHNI CBOM YYBCTBaA.

— Hert, HeT! — oTBeyasna oHa ¢ rmy0OKKMM YyBCTBOM. — BOT BhHI, HallpuMep, He TaKOB, Kak apyrue! 4,
IIpaBo, He 3HAal0, KakK OBl BaM 3TO paccKa3aTh, UTO S YYBCTBYIO; HO MHE KaXKeTCs, Bbl BOT, HallpUMeD...
XOTb OBl TETIEPh... MHE KaXKeTCs, BBl Y4eM-TO IJIs1 MEHS KepTByeTe, — npubaBuia oHa pobKo, METbKOM



B3T/IIHYB Ha MEeHS1. — BBl MeHS IPOCTUTE, €CNIU S BaM TakK OBOPIO: 1 Be[db IIPOCTas AeBYIIKa; I BEdb
Majio elle BUeJla Ha CBeTe M, PaBO, He yMel0 WHOTHA TOBOPHUTh, — MpubaBuiia OHA TOJIOCOM,
OPOXKAIIUM OT KAaKOTr0-TO 3aTAa€HHOT'0 YYBCTBA, X CTApasCh MEXAY TeM yIbIOHYTbCS, — HO MHE
TOJIBKO XOTEJIOCh CKa3aTh BaM, 4TO s 6j1arogapHa, 4To S TOXKe BCe 3TO 4yBCTBYIO ... O, mait BaM bor 3a
310 cuacTusi! BoT To, 4TO BHI MHe HacKa3alli TOT[la O BallleM MedTaTesie, COBEPIIEHHO HelpaBaa, TO
€CTb, 51 X04y CKa3aTh, COBCEM [I0 BaC He KacaeTcs. Brl BEI3[jOpaBuBaeTe, Bbl, IIPaBO, COBCEM APYIOU
YyeJIoBeK, UeM Kak caMu ce0s onucanu. Ecnu Bh Korga-Hu0yab momobuTe, To Jaki BaM bor cuacTus ¢
Hetw! A eif s HUYero He XkeJlalo, IOTOMY 4TO OHa OyHeT cyacTiuBa C BaMHu. 1 3HAI0, S cama KEeHIIMHA,
Y BBl JOI2KHBI MHE BEPHUTh, €CJIU S BaM TakK T'OBOPIO...

OHa 3aMOJIKJIa ¥ KPeIKo MoxKaJia PyKy MHe. §1 Toke He MOT HUYero rOBOPUTh OT BOIHEHHUs. [TpoIio
HECKOJIbKO MHHYT.

— Jla, BUHO, YTO OH He IIPUAET CerOgHsA! — CKa3ajia OHa HaKOHel], TIOOHSB rojioBy. — Ilo3aHo!..
— OH mpupeT 3aBTPa, — CKa3ajl I CaMbIM YBEPUTEIbHBIM M TBEPABIM I'OJIOCOM.

— Ha, — nmpubaBuia OHa, Pa3BECENUBIINChH, — S CaMa Telepb BUXKY, UTO OH IIPUAET TOILKO 3aBTpa.
Hy, Tak mo cBupmanbs! mo 3aBTpa! Ecimu 6ymeT moxmb, 51, MOXeT ObITh, He mpuny. Ho mocnesaBTpa s
IPUAY, HETIPEMEHHO MPUY, 4To OB CO MHOM HU OBII0; 6yIbTe 3[eCh HEIIPEMEHHO; S X04Y Bac BUOETH,
s BaM BCe pacCKaxy.

U notowm, Korfa MHI IIPOLIaIuCh, OHa Iofajia MHEe PYKY U CKa3asa, ICHO B3TJITHYB Ha MEHS:
— Benp MBI Telleph HaBcera BMeCTe, He IIpaBha Iu?
O! Hactenbka, Hactenbka! Eciu 6 TH 3HasIa, B KAKOM 5 Temepb OMMHOYeCTBe!

Korga mpo6uno meBsATh YacoB, s He MOT YCHAETb B KOMHATE, OMEJICS ¥ BHIIIEN, HECMOTPS Ha
HeHacTHOe BpeMs. f ObIT TaM, CUAEN Ha Halleld cKamelke. f OBIIO HOIIEN B UX IePeyaoK, HO MHe
CTaJIO CTHITHO, ¥ 5T BOPOTHIICS, HE B3TJISTHYB Ha UX OKHA, He MO ABYX LIAr0B [0 UX OOMa. { mpuiesn
IOMOM B TaKOM TOCKe, B KaKo¥ HMKOraa He OniBan. Kakoe cripoe, cKyyHoe BpeMsi! Ecnu 6 GObina
XOPpOIIasi morofa, st 6k MPOTYJISJI TaM BCIO HOYb...

Ho mo 3aBTpa, 1o 3aBTpa! 3aBTpa OHa MHE BCe PacCKaXer.

OmHako muchMa cerofmHs He Ovlto. Ho, BpoueM, Tak ¥ JOJIXKHO ObII0 ObITh. OHU y2Ke BMECTE...

Houb yeTBepTas

Boxe, kak Bce 3T0 KoH4YmnI0Ch! YeM Bce 3TO KOHYMIIOCH!

4 mpuren B 1eBsiTh yacoB. OHa Oblla yKe TaM. f ellle U3anu 3aMETHUTI €€; OHa CTOs/Ia, KaK TOTrMa, B
TIepPBHIM pa3, 007I0KOTSICh Ha Iepuiia HabepexKHOM, 1 He CJIbIXasla, Kak 5 IMOAoIIes K Hel.

— HacTeHbKa! — OKJIUKHYT 4 ee, 4Yepes3 CUJly IOHAaBJas CBOE BOJIHEHUE.
Ona OrICTPO 00EpPHYNIACh KO MHE.
— Hy! — cka3zana oHa, — Hy! ockopee!

q CMOTpPeEeJI Ha HeE€ B HEJOYMEHUH.



— Hy, rge ke nucbMo? Bbl mpuHECTH TUCHEMO? — TIOBTOPUIIA OHA, CXBATUBILINCH PYKOH 3a IEPHIIA.
— Her, y MeHs HEeT UChMa, — CKa3aJl s HAKOHEIl, — pa3Be OH ellle He ObI?

O=na crpamrHo nobaemHesNa ¥ OOJIT0e BpeMs CMOTPesia Ha MeHsSI HelOOBUXKHO. f pa30uil moCIemHIO0
ee HafleXxny.

— Hy, 6or ¢ HuUM! — nporoBopusa OHa HaKOHeEIl IPEePHLIBAIOIIUMCS T'0JI0OCOM, — 60T ¢ HUM, — €CJIA OH
TaK OCTaBJIfeT MEHS.

Ona OIIYCTHIIA I'lla34d, ITOTOM XO0TeJla B3TIAHYTh Ha MEHsA, HO HE MOTJIA. E1ire HeCKOBbKO MHHYT OHa
ImepecuiinBajla CBO€ BOJIHEHNE, HO BOAPYT OTBOPOTUIACH, 00JIOKOTSICh Ha 6amoc*rpa11y Ha6epe}KH0171, n
3aJInJIaChb CII€3aMu.

— TlonHoTe, mONMHOTE! — 3aroBOpuiI OBITIO 5, HO Y MEeHd CHUJI HeJOCTaJIO IIPOJOoJIZKaTh, Ha Hee I'IIAnd,
fa ¥ 4To OBI ST CTall FOBOpI/ITB?

— He yTemaiiTe MeHsi, — roBOpHUJIa OHAa IIJlaya, — He TOBOPUTE NP0 HETro, HE TOBOPUTE, YTO OH
IIPULIET, YTO OH He OPOCUII MEHS TakK XXeCTOKO, Tak 6ecuesloBeYHO, KaK OH 3TO chefal. 3a 4To, 3a
yt0? Heyxkenu uTo-HuOyab ObLIO B MOEM IIUCHME, B 3TOM HECUaCTHOM ITHUChHME?..

TYT PEIDaHUA IIPECEKIIN €€ T'0JIOC; Y MEHA CEePALle PAa3PEIBAIOCh, HAa HEe T'JIAOsd.

— 0O, KaK 370 6ecyeoBeYHO0-KECTOKO! — Hayvaja OHa CHOBa. — M HU CTpOYKM, HU CTPOUYKHU! XOTh OHI
OTBeYas, YTO 1 He HyXKHa eMYy, YTO OH OTBepraeT MeHS; a TO HA OOHOU CTPOYKH B LieJible TPU OHSA!
Kak nerko emy ockop6uth, o0uneTs 6emHyt0, 6€33alUTHYIO AEBYIIKY, KOTOpPas TeM U BUHOBATA, YTO
mobut ero! O, CKONMBKO 5 BEITEpnena B 9Tu Tpu gHs! Boxke moit! Boxke moi! Kak BCIIOMHIO, 4TO S
IpUIllJia K HEMY B IIePBHIY pa3 caMa, u4To g Iepel HUM YHUXKAalach, IjlaKaaa, 4To S BeIMaiuBasa y
Hero XOTb KaIjo 1o6Bu... M mocye atoro!.. [TocnoymaiiTe, — 3aroBopuia oHa, oOpalmiasch KO MHe, 1
YepHBIe TJIa3KU ee 3aCBepKalii, — Oa 9TO He Tak! ITo He MOKeT OBITh TaK; 9TO HeHaTypasbHo! Umu
BBI, UJTTA s1 0OMaHYJIUCh; MOXKeT ObITh, OH ITMChMa He Mojydan? MoxeT ObITh, OH 10 CHX ITOP HUYEro He
3HaeT? Kak ke MOXKHO, CyIUTe CaMU, CKaXXuTe MHe, pafu bora, 00bsiCHUTE MHE, — S 3TOT0 HE MOT'Y
IIOHSTh, — KaK MOXKHO TaK BapBapCKU-rpy00 MOCTYNUTh, KaK OH MOCTYIHUII co MHOI0! Hu omHOTO
cnoBa! Ho K mocnegHeMy 4ejloBEKY Ha CBeTe OBIBAIOT COCTpafaTesibHee. MoxKeT OBITh, OH 4TO-HUOYIb
CTIBIIIAJI, MOXKET OBITh, KTO-HUOYIb €My HacKa3an 000 MHe? — 3aKpHuajia OHa, 00paTHBIIKCH KO MHE
¢ BoripocoM. — Kak BEI fymaerte?

— Cnymaute, HacTeHpKa, g1 IOMAY 3aBTpa K HEMY OT Balllero UMEeHH.
— Hy!

— 4 copomty ero 060 BceM, pacckaxy eMy Bce.

— Hy, ny!

— Bul Hanumete nuceMo. He roBopute HeT, HacTeHbKa, He roBopute HeT! f 3acTaBiio ero yBaxarTh
Balll IOCTYIIOK, OH BCE Y3HAET U €CIIH...

— Hert, Mot mpyr, HET, — nepebuia oHa. — [loBonbHO! BoIbIlle HU CJIOBa, HU OMHOTO CJI0Ba OT MEHS,
HU CTPOYKU — MO0BOJIbHO! f1 ero He 3Hal0, g He J00II0 ero 60bille, S ero 10...3a...0yay...

OHa He [IOTOBOPHIIA.



— YcnoxkouTecs, YCHOKOfITer! CanbTe 3mech, HacTenbka, — cKasar 4, yCaXKuBas €€ Ha CKaMefIKy.

— JNa g cnokoiHa. [TonHoTe! 3TO Tak! ITO cneswl, 9T0 TpocoxHeT! YTo BH AyMaeTe, YTO S CTy6IIi0
ce0s1, 94TO g YTOIMJIIOCE?..

Cepaiie Moe OBLIO TIOTHO; S XOTeJ ObIIO 3aTOBOPUTH, HO HE MOT.

— CnymraiiTe! — mpofonkasia OHa, B3IB MeHS 3a PYKYy, — CKaxKUTe: Bbl Obl HE TaK IMOCTYIUIN? Bbl OBl
He Opocunu To#, KoTopas Obl caMa K BaM IIpuIllia, Bl OB He OpOoCHUiu el B ria3a 0eCCTHAHOU
HaCMeIIIKY Haf ee cabbIM, TIynbeIM cepaueM? Brel mobepernu 0wl ee? Bhl OvI mpepgcTaBuau cebe, 4ToO
oHa OBIJIa OfHA, YTO OHA HEe yMeJla YCMOTPeTh 3a co00ii, 4TO OHa He yMmesna cebs yoepeds oT J100BU K
BaM, YTO OHA He BMHOBATA, YTO OHA, HAKOHEI], He BUHOBATA... YTO OHA HHUYero He caenainal.. O, 6oxe
MoH, 6oxke Moi!..

— Hacrenbka! — 3akpuuan s HaKOHeI[, He OyOy4u B CuUJlaX IPEOoJeTh CBOE BOJHEHHE, —
Hacrennka! Bbl Tep3aeTe MeHs! Brl s13BUTE cepflle Moe, BE youBaeTe MeHs, Hactenrvka! A He Mory
Monm4aTh! f mOKeH HaKOHeI TOBOPUTH, BEICKA3aTh, UYTO Y MEeHSI HAKUIIEJIO TYT, B CepALE...

['oBops 9TO, 51 mpuUBCTan co ckaMelku. OHa B3sd71a MEHS 3a PYKy ¥ CMOTpeJia Ha MeHS B YIUBIIEHUH.
— YT0 ¢ BaMu? — MPOroBOpUIa OHa HaKOHEI,.

— Cnymanite! — ckasan s pemutenbHo. — Cnymaiite mens, Hactenska! Uto g Oynoy Temepsb
TOBOPHUTH, BCE B37[0P, BCe HECORITOUHO, BCe Tymo! f 3Halo, YTO 3TOTr0 HUKOTHA He MOXKET CIYUYUTHCS,
HO He MOTY Xke g Mon4aTh. IMeHeM TOro, YeM BHl TeIleph CTpafiaeTe, 3apaHee MO0 Bac, IPOCTUTE
MeHs!..

— Hy, 4To0, 4T0? — roBOpHUJIa OHA, IlepecTaB IJlakKaTh X MPUCTAJIbHO CMOTPS Ha MeHS, TOTHa Kak
CTpaHHOe JTI000MBITCTBO OIMCTAN0 B €€ YIUBIEHHHIX IJla3kaX, — YTO C BAMU?

— OT0 HecOBITOUHO, HO 51 Bac nio6imio, Hactenbka! BoT uTo! Hy, Temeps Bce cka3aHO! — ckasain 4,
MaxHYB pykKou. — Teneps BH YBUOUTE, MOXKETE JIU BH TaK TOBOPUTH CO MHOM, KaK Celdac TOBOPUIIY,
MOZKETe JIU BB, HAKOHELI, CIIyIIaTh TO, YTO 51 Oyy BaM T'OBOPHUT...

— Hy, gTo Xk, uTo XKe? — nepeduna HacTerbka, — 4TO XK u3 9T0ro? Hy, s maBHO 3HaJa, YTO BH MEHS
m00uTe, HO TOJIBKO MHE BCE Ka3aj0Ch, UTO BRI MEHS TakK, MIPOCTO, KaK-HUOYOb MobuTe... Ax, 60xke
Mo, 6oxke Moi!

— Cnauarna 0v1710 TpocTo, HacTeHbKa, a Temeps, Temepk... s TOYHO TaK XKe, KaK Bbl, KOTHA BHI ITPHUIIIH
K HEMY TOTJa C BalllUM y3elKoM. XyXke, ueM Kak Bbl, HacTeHbKa, MIOTOMY 4YTO OH TOT{la HUKOTO He
I00uII, a BEI TI00UTE.

— Yto 3T0 BB MHe roBopuTe! f, HaKOHeL], BaC COBCeM He IoHKUMal. Ho mocnyianTte, 3a4eM xe 3T0,
TO €CTb He 3a4eM, a I04YeMy XKe 3TO BHl TaK, U Tak BOPYT... boxe! g rosopro riynoctu! Ho BHL...

U HacTeHnbKa coBepleHHO cMelnanachk. lIleku ee BCIBIXHYIM; OHA OIyCTHUJIA Tjla3a.

— Yro x menath, HacTeHbKa, 4YTO XK MHe OeflaTh? s BUHOBAT, g ynoTpedus Bo 3110... Ho HeT ke, HeT,
He BUHOBAT s, HacTeHbKa; S 9TO CJIBIILY, YYBCTBYIO, IOTOMY 4YTO MO€ CepAlle MHE TOBOPUT, YTO S
IIpaB, IIOTOMY YTO S Bac HAUYEM He MOT'y o0upeTh, HuUYeM ocKopOuTth! & Ovl OpPYT Balll; HY, BOT A U
Telepd OPYT; 1 HUYeMy He u3MeHss. BoT y MeHs Teneps cnes3sl TeKyT, HacteHnbka. I1yCcTh UX TEKyT,
IIyCTh TEKYT — OHU HUKOMY He MelnaioT. OHU BeICOXHYT, HacTeHbKa...



— Ia cambTe Xe, CAObTe, — CKa3ajla OHa, caXkas MEeHs Ha CKaMeHKy, — 0X, 60xke Moii!

— Her! Hacrenrka, 5 He cAny; g1 yXKe 0ojiee He MOTy OBITh 3[IeCh, BH yKe MeHs 60Jiee He MOXeTe
BULETh; 5 BCe CKaXy U yUOy. 4 TOJNBKO X04y CcKa3aTh, YTO BHl OBl HUKOTJA He y3HAJU, YTO g Bac
nmo6mio. f OBl coxpaHuUNI CBOW TakHy. S OB He CTall Bac Tep3aTh TeIephb, B 3Ty MUHYTY, MOUM
srousMoM. HeT! HO 51 He MOT Teleph BEITEPIETh; BBl CAMHU 3aTOBOPUTIU 00 3TOM, BBl BUHOBATEL.. BE BO
BCEM BHHOBATHI, a 51 HE BUHOBAT. BEI HE MOXKeTe MPOrHATh MEHs 0T ce0s...

— Ila HeT XKe, HET, I He OTTOHAIO Bac, HeT! — ropopuina HacTeHbKa, CKpPBIBasi, KaK TOIBKO MOTIA,
CBOe cMyllleHue, OeqHEHbKAS.

— Brl MeHs He roHuTe? HeT! a 5 ObIJIO caM X0TeJ 6exkaTh OT Bac. f M YUY, TONBKO 5T BCE CKAXKY
CHayasa, IOTOMY 4YTO, KOTia BEl 3M€Ch TOBOPWIH, S HEe MOT YCUAETh, KOTTa Bhl 3[eCh IIJlaKaly, Korga
BHI TEP3aJIUCh OTTOTO, HY, OTTOTO (YK g Ha30BY 9T0, HacTeHbKa), OTTOr0, YTO BaC OTBEPrawT, OTTOTO,
YTO OTTOJIKHYJIM Bally JI000Bb, I IOUYBCTBOBAJ, S YCIBIIIAJ, YTO B MOEM CepAlle CTOIBKO JII00BH TS
Bac, HacTeHnbka, cToNbKO n06BuU!.. 1 MHe cTasio Tak rOPbKO, YTO 51 HE MOTY IIOMOYb BaM 3TOH
m000BbBIO... YTO CEPALle Pa30pBaJiOCh, U 5, I — He MOT MOJTYaTh, s HOKeH OB rOBOPUTh, HacTeHbKa,
I IOJIKeH OBbIJT TOBOPHUTH!..

— Ila, ma! roBopuTe MHe, TOBOPHUTE CO MHOI0 Tak! — ckKas3ana HacTeHbKa C HEM3bSICHUMBIM
OBUXeHHeM. — BaM, MoxkeT OhITh, CTPAHHO, YTO SI C BAMM TaK I'OBOPIO, HO... TOBOPHUTE! s BaM I0OCIIe
CKaxy! g BaM BCe paccKaxy!

— Bam xanp MeHs, HacTeHbKa; BaM IIPOCTO Kajlb MeHS, APYyXKO4YeK Moi! YK 4TO mpomano, To
mpormaso! yxX 4To cKa3aHo, Toro He Boportuib! He Tak nu? Hy, Tak Bul Teneps 3HaeTe Bce. Hy, BOT
3TO TOYKa oTmpaBiieHus. Hy, xopoio! Temeps BCe 3TO IpeKpPacHO; TONBKO Mmocnyuiaite. Korga Bel
CHUIEeNH U IJIaKaju, s mpo cebs mymarn (0X, maTe MHe CKalaTh, YTO 5 myMain!), s gyman, 4To (Hy, yXK
KOHEYHO, 3TOr0 He MOXKeT ObiTh, HacTeHbKa), 51 [yMaJl, YTO BHL... I JyMaJl, YTO BHl KaK-HUOYOb TaM...
HY, COBEPIIEHHO [TOCTOPOHHUM KaKUM-HUOyIbh 00pa3oM, yxK Oosblie ero He mobute. Torga, — 5 9T0 U
BUepa U TPEThero JHS yxkKe myMain, HacTeHbKa, — Torfa g OBl chelian Tak, 51 Obl HEIIpeMeHHO chena
TaK, 4YTO BEI 6bI MEeHdA HOHIOGI/IJ'II/I: BeOb BHI CKa3aJik, BeJb BBl CaMMt I'OBOPHUIIH, HaCTeHBKa, YTO BHI
MeHs yKe MOYTH coBceM nomtobunu. Hy, uTo K manwine? Hy, BOT TOYTH U BCe, YTO S XOTEN CKa3aTh;
OCTaeTcs TOJIBKO CKa3aTh, YTO OBl TOrga OblIO, eciu O BBl MEHS IOJIIOOHIIM, TOJIBKO 3TO, GOJIbIIe
Hudero! IlocnymanTte xe, Apyr MOX, — IIOTOMY 4TO BEl BCe-TaKu MOU OPYT, — 51, KOHEYHO, YeJI0BEK
IPOCTOM, OeIHBIN, TAKOM HEe3HAYNTEIbHEIN, TOIBKO He B TOM [IeJI0 (S KaK-TO BCe He IIPO TO I'OBOPIO,
3TO OT cMylleHus:, HacTeHbKa), a TONbKO 51 OB Bac Tak 00U, Tak J00ui, 4To ecnu 6 BH elle U
MIOOUIY €ero U MPOAOIKAaJK JTIOOUTh TOT0, KOTOPOTO 51 HE 3HAl0, TO BCE-TAaKW HE 3aMETUIU OBl, YTO
MOsT JTF000Bb KaK-HUOYOb TaM [JIs Bac TsxKeja. Bel OBl TOTBKO CIIBIIIAIY, BbI OBl TOIBKO YYBCTBOBAJIH
KaX[yl0 MUHYTYy, 4TO MofJie Bac ObeTcsl GnaromapHoe, OnaromapHoe cepfle, ropsdyee cepale,
KOTOpoe 3a Bac... Ox, Hactenbka, HacTeHbpKa! 94TO BHI CO MHOU cOenanu!..

— He nnaubTe Xe, g He X04y, 4T00 BBl IIJTaKalu, — CKalaja HacTeHbKa, OBICTPO BCTaBas CO
CKaMeUWKH, — IOUIeMTe, BCTaHbTE, MMOKMOEMTE CO MHOM, He IIJIaYbTe XK€, He IIJTa4ybTe, — FOBOPHUIIA
OHa, yTUpas MOU CJIe3bl CBOUM IIJIaTKOM, — HY, ITOMJEeMTe Telepb; I BaM, MOXKeT OBITh, CKaxky 4TO-
HUOYb... []a, yK KON Teleph OH OCTaBUJI MEHS, KOJIb OH 1103a0LITT MEHS, XOTS 5 ellle U JII00JII0 ero
(He xouy Bac 0OMaHBIBATH)... HO, IIOCTTyIIalTe, OTBeUauTe MHe. Ecnu 6 51, Hampumep, Bac Mojo0ua,
TO €CTh ecnu 0 g ToNbKO... OX, Ipyr MOH, APYr Mo#! Kak g mogyMalo, Kak IIOAyMalio, 4To 5 Bac
ockopOisija TOorga, YTO CMesijach Haf Balnei a000BbI0O, KOT[a BaC XBaJidjia 3a TO, YTO BH He
BmoOunuce!.. O, 60xKe! ma Kak ke s 9TOTO He IpeABUfesia, Kak g He IpegBuaesia, Kak s Owlja Tak
TJIyna, HO... Hy, HY, g PELInsIach, I BCe CKaxy...

— Tlocnymarnite, HacTenbka, 3HaeTe 4T0? s yUAYy OT Bac, BOT 4To! [IpoCcTo g Bac TONbKO Myd4aio. Bot y



BaC Tellephb YIPeI3€HUA COBECTHU 3ada TO, YTO BRI HACMEXaJIUCh, 4 4 HE X04Uy, Oa, HEe X049y, 4100 BHI,
KpPpOME Ballero rop4... s1, KOHe4YHO, BUHOBAT, HacreHbka, HO npomaﬁTe!

— CTouTe, BHICNyIIIAWTE MEHS: BBl MOXKETe XKAaTh?
— Yero xpgaTh, Kak?

— 41 ero n1061110; HO 3TO MPOUMET, 3TO AOJIXKHO IIPOUTH, 9TO He MOKET He IPOUTH; YK IIPOXOOUT, S
ciwimty... [ToyeM 3HaTh, MOXKET OBITH, CETOMHS K€ KOHUUTCS, IOTOMY YTO S €T0 HeHABUXKY, IOTOMY
YTO OH HaJO0 MHOM HacMesJICsS, TOT{a KaK BHI IIJTaKa/lk 3[IeCh BMECTe CO MHOIO, IIOTOMY YTO BHI HE
oTBeprnu OB MeHS, KaK OH, IIOTOMY 4YTO BBl JIIOOUTE, a OH He JI00MUI MeHs, IOTOMY 4YTO S Bac,
HaKOHeI], 1100110 caMa... fa, 1o0:1i0! 1005110, KaK BBl MeHs TI00uTe; 51 Ke BeJb caMa elle MPexk/ie BaM
3TO CKasaja, BH CAMM CJIBIXaIH, — IIOTOMY JIf00II10, UTO BHI JIy4llle ero, OTOMY, YTO BH Gj1aropopgHee
€ro, MOTOMY, IIOTOMY, YTO OH...

Bonuenue GeqHsKKYU OBIJIO TaK CUIbHO, YTO OHA He [IOKOHYMIIA, IIOJIOXKHUIIAa CBOIO TOJIOBY MHe Ha
1J1e40, IOTOM Ha T'PyAb ¥ TOPBKO 3alljiakaia. f yTelian, yroBapuBal ee, HO OHa He MOTJia IIepecTaTh;
OHa BCe XaJjla MHe PYKY ¥ T'OBOPHJIa MEXMAY PhaHbIMU: «[TogoXauTe, MOMOKIUTE; BOT 5 celyac
nepecTtany! 91 BaM X04y CKa3aTh... BBl HE AyMaunTe, 4T00 3TH ClIe3bl, — 3TO TaK, OT cl1abocCTH,
IIOMOXKOUTE, TIOKA MMPoimeT...» HakoHeIl OHa mepecTaja, OTepa Ciae3bl, ¥ MBI CHOBA IOIIH. S OBLIO
XOTeJl TOBOPUTh, HO OHA [IOJITO eIlle BCe IMPOCHuila MeHs MOogoXaaTh. MBI 3amMoirdasnu... HakoHell oHa
cobparsachk C IyXoM 1 Hayajla TOBOPUTE...

— BoT uTO, — Havana oHa cnabBIM U APOKAIIUM T'OJI0COM, HO B KOTOPOM BIPYT 3a3BEHEJI0 YTO-TO
TaKoe, YTO BOH3UJIOCh MHe IIPSIMO B CepPAlle U CIafKOo 3aHBUIO B HEM, — He AyMalTe, 4TO S TakK
HETIOCTOSTHHA ¥ BETPEHA, He JyMaiiTe, 4TO I MOTY TakK JIETKO U CKOPO M03abhITh M U3MEHUTh... 51
IIeNIBIA TOf ero no0una ¥ 60roM KISHYCh, YTO HUKOTHA, HUKOTHA JaXKe MHBICIIbIO He Obljla eMy
HeBepHa. OH Ipe3pest 9T0; OH HaCMesIICS Hafgo MHOI0, — 60r ¢ HuM! Ho oH ys13BUJI MEHS U 0CKOPOUI
Moe ceppue. 1 — s He n1067110 €ro, IOTOMY YTO S MOTY JIIOOUTH TOJBKO TO, YTO BEJIMKOAYIIHO, YTO
IIOHMMaeT MeHs, 4To 6/1aropofHO; IOTOMY 4YTO S caMa TaKoBa, U OH HeOCTOMH MeHs, — Hy, 0or C
HuM! OH nydllle cOoenaj, 4yeM Korga Obl g TOTOM oOMaHyJlach B CBOMX OXKHaHUSX U y3Hana, KTO OH
TakoB... Hy, koHueno! Ho moyem 3HaTh, JOOPHIN ApyTr MOM, — MpoOOoiXkKaia OHa, MOXKUMas MHe
PYKy, — 1o4YeM 3HaTh, MOXKeT OBITh, U BCS JII000Bb MOS Oblyla 06MaH YyBCTB, BOOOPaXKEHUs, MOXKET
OBITH, HaYalacCh OHA LIAJIOCTHIO, IIYCTSIKAMU, OTTOTO, YTO 5 Oblyia o7 Haf30poM y 6abymku? MoxeT
OBITh, 51 MOJIKHA JIOOUTHL OPYTOro, a He ero, He TaKOT0 YeJ0BeKa, OPYroro, KOTOPHIH moxKanes Obl
MeHd U, ... Hy, octaBuM, ocTaBuM 3T0, — nepebuna HacTeHbKa, 3abixasch OT BOJIHEHUS, — g BaM
TOJIBKO XOTeJIa CKa3aTh... 1 BAM XOTeJla CKa3aTh, YTO €CJIM, HECMOTPS Ha TO 4YTO s 100610 ero (HeT,
mobuia ero), ecyiv, HECMOTPS Ha TO, BHL ellle CKaXKeTe... eCJIM BB YYBCTBYETE, YTO Ballla JII000Bb TaK
BeJIMKa, YTO MOXKET, HaKOHEell, BRHITECHUTL U3 MOEro Cephlla MPeXHIOK... eCJIM Bbl 3aXOTUTE
CKaIUThCS HaZ0 MHOIO, €CJIX BBl HE 3aXOTUTE MeHsI OCTAaBUThL ONHY B Moel cynnbe, 0e3 yTelleHus,
0e3 HafleXXOHl, eCIU BH 3aX0TUTe JTOOUTH MEHS BCerna, Kak Telnepb MeHs JII00UTe, TO KIISTHYCh, YTO
611arogapHoOCTb... YTO 11000BL MOSI OyJeT HaKOHEeI[ JOCTOMHa Ballleil 100BU... Bo3bMeTe 1 B Telepb
MOIO PYKY?

— Hacrenbka, — 3aKpuyan 5, 3afbpIxasich oT peiganuii, — Hactenbka!.. O HacTenbka!

— Hy, noBonbHO, TOBOIBHO! HY, Telepb COBEPIIEHHO NOBOILHO! 3aroBOpHiia OHA, efiBa ITepeCcuInBas
cebsi, — HY, Tellepb yKe BCe CKa3aHO; He NpaBha au? Tak? Hy, ¥ B CUACT/IUBE, U g CUACTJINBA; HU
croBa ke 00 9ToM OOIbIlle; MOJOXKAUTE; MOUIAaAUTE MEHS... [0BOpUTE 0 4eM-HUOYOb OPYrOM, pagu
Boral!..

— Ila, HacteHbKa, ma! joBonbHO 06 9TOM, Temeps s cyacTiuB f... Hy, HacTeHbka, Hy, 3aTOBOPUM 0



OPYTroM, IIOCKOpee, IIOCKOPee 3aroBOPuUM; pgal! g roToB...

W MBI He 3HaAIH, 4YTO TOBOPHUTH, MBI CMESAJIMCH, MHI IIJIaKaJI, MBI TOBOPUJIX THICAYHN CJIOB 0e3 CBSI3U U
MEICJIH; MBI TO XOOHUJIX II0 TPOTyapy, TO BOAPYT BO3BPAIlAINCh Ha3ad X IIYCKAJIMCh IIEPEXOOUTh YepPe3
yiuny; IOTOM OCTAaHABJIMBAJIUCH U OIIATH IIE€PEXOOUIIA Ha Ha6epe}KHy}o; MEI OBLITH KaK OeTn...

— 4 Temeph XKuBY oguH, HacTeHbKa, — 3aroBOPHUII s, — a 3aBTpa... Hy, KOHEYHO, 5, 3HaeTe,
Hactenbka, OefeH, y MeHs BCETO THICS4a JBECTH, HO 9TO HUYETO...

— Pasymeercs, HeT, a y 6abyIKky IeHCUOH; TaK OHa Hac He CTeCHUT. HykHO B34Th 6a0yIIKYy.
— KoneuHo, HykHO B34Tb 6a0ymiKy... TonbKo BOT MaTpeHa...
— AX, nja u y Hac Toxe Oekna!

— Marpena noOpasi, TOJBKO OOWH HEOCTAaTOK: Y Hel HeT BooOpaxkeHus, HacTeHbKa, COBEPIIEHHO
HHUKAKOTO BOOOpazKeHus; HO 9TO HUYEro!..

— Bce paBHO; oHU 00€ MOTyT OBITH BMECTE; TOIBKO B 3aBTPa K HaM Iepee3xkKaiuTe.
— Kak 370? K Bam! X0pOIIo, g TOTOB...

— [Ila, BBl HaliMUTe y HAC. Y HAC TaM, HaBepXy, ME30HUH; OH IyCTOM; XKuUauIla Oblia, CTapyIlKa,
IBOPSIHKA, OHA chexasa, U 6a0yIKa, g 3Hal0, X04eT MOJIOMIOr0 YeJI0BeKa IIYCTUTh; S FOBOPIO: «3aueM
JKe MOJIOOTO 4YejioBeKa?» A oHa roBOpHUT: «[la Tak, 1 yXKe cTapa, a TOJIbBKO THl He IIOAyMai,
HacTteHnbKa, 4TO 5 3a HET0 TeOs X049y 3aMyXK cocBaTaTh». fd ¥ gorapganach, YTO 3TO OJIS TOTO...

— Ax, Hactenbkal..

M 06a MBI 3aCMEsITUCh.

— Hy, monHoTe Xe, mMonHOTE. A Te Xe Bh XKuBeTe? g 1 3a0biia.

— Tam, y -ckoro MocTa, B foMe bapaHHUKOBa.

— OTO TaKo# OOJIBIION OM?

— ITa, Tako# OOJIBIION MOM.

— Ax, 3HaI0, XOPOIINY OOM; TOJIHKO B, 3HaeTe, OPOChTE €ro U Iepee3xkanTe K HaM ITOCKOPee...

— 3aBTpa Xke, HacTeHbKa, 3aBTpa XKe; S TaM HEMHOXKKO [IOJIKEH 3a KBapTUPY, Oa 3TO HUYEro... I
TI0JTy4y CKOPO KaJIOBAHbE...

— A 3Haerte, g, MOXeT ObITh, OyIy YPOKU JaBaTh; caMa BHIy4YyCh U OyAy JaBaTh YPOKH...

— Hy BOT u IipekpacHo... a 1 CKOpo HarpaxpgeHue noiny4dy, HacteHbka...

— Tax BOT BBl 3aBTpa U OyHeTe MO KUJeIL...

— Ia, u MbI moefeM B «CeBUIBCKOT0 IIUPIOJIbHAKA», IIOTOMY UTO €r0 Telephb ONATh JagyT CKOPO.

— [Ja, moemeM, — cka3ana cMesicb HacTeHbpKa, — HeT, nydie Mbl OyzeM ciymaTth He «L[upionbHuKa»,
a 4To-HHUOYOb ApyTOe...



— Hy xopo1o, 4To-HUOYAb APYTrOe; KOHEYHO, 3T0 OyIeT JIy4Ile, a TO S He MOAyMall...

T'oBopst 3TO, MBI X0munK 06a Kak OyATO B Yady, B TyMaHe, KaK Oy[ATO caM¥ He 3HAJIX, YTO C HaMH
menaercs. To ocTaHABIMBAIKUCH U [OJITO PA3TOBAPHBAIM Ha OJHOM MECTe, TO OMSTh IYCKaJIUCh
XOOUTH M 3aXOOuau OOT 3HAET Kyfa, U OMSATh CMeX, OMSTh cje3kl... To HacTeHbKa BOPYT 3aX0o4yer
IOMOI, ST He CMeI0 yIepzKuBaTh U 3aX04y IIPOBOOUTH €€ M0 CaMOr'0 JO0Ma; MBI IIyCKAaeMcCs B IyTh U
BOPYT Yepe3 4eTBepPTh Haca HaxomuM cebst Ha HabepexXkHOH y Hallel ckameiku. To OHa B3[IOXHET, U
CHOBA cjle3uWHKa Ha0eXUT Ha ria3a; 1 opobelo, moxonofeio... Ho oHa TyT Xe XKMeT MOIO PYKy U
TAILIUT MEHSI CHOBA XOOUThb, 00ITATh, TOBOPHUTb...

— Ilopa Temeps, IOpa MHE MOMOM; 51 gyMal, OYeHb MO3OHO, — CKa3alla HakKoHell HacTeHbka, —
TI0JIHO HaM TaK PeOsYnTHCS!

— Jla, HacTeHbKa, TONIBKO YXK 5 TENEephb He 3acCHY; 1 JOMOU He IOUfy.

— 4 ToXe, KaXeTcs, He 3aCHY; TOJIbKO BHI IIPOBOJUTE MEHS...

— HemnpemenHo.

— Ho yX Teneps MBI HEIIPEMEHHO [0WUAEM 0 KBaPTUPHL.

— HemnpemeHHO, HEIIPEMEHHO...

— YecTHOE CIOBO?.. IOTOMY YTO BeOb HYKHO K€ KOrAa-HUOyOb BOPOTUTHCS HOMOM!
— YecTHOE C10BO, — OTBEYaJ 51 CMESCh...

— Hy, noupemre!

— ITosimemrTe.

— ITocmoTtpuTe Ha Hebo, HacTeHbKka, mocMoTpuTe! 3aBTpa OyOmeT UymecHHIN [eHb; Kakoe ronyboe
He0o, Kakas nyHa! ITocMoTpuTe: BOT 3TO XKeyToe 007aK0o Temepb 3aCTUIAeT €e, CMOTPUTE,
cmotpurte!.. HeT, oHO mpoiino Mumo. CMOTPUTE Ke, CMOTpUTe!..

Ho HacreHbKa He cMOTpesia Ha 06j1aK0, OHa CTOsiJla MOT4a, KakK BKOIlaHHas; Yepe3 MUHYTY OHa CcTajla
KakK-TO PoOKO, TECHO MpUKMUMATLCS KO MHe. Pyka ee 3ampoxkaia B MOeH pyKe; s MOTJSOeNn Ha
Hee...OHa ommepJiach Ha MeHS elrle CHUJIbHee.

B 9Ty MUHYTY MEMO Hac IPOIIEeJ MOJIono¥ YenoBeK. OH BAPYT OCTAHOBUJICS, IIPUCTAJILHO ITIOCMOTPET
Ha HacC ¥ IIOTOM ONATh CHeJIal HeCKONIbKO Iaros. Cepalle Bo MHe 3aApOXKaro...

— Hactenpka, — cKa3aj s BIOJIT0JI0Ca, — KTO 9T0, HacTtennka?

— 970 oH! — OTBeYasla OHA IIETOTOM, elrle ONMKe, ellle TPpeleTHee MPUXKUMASCh KO MHe... {1 egBa
YCTOSIIT HA HOTaX.

— Hacrtenbpka! HacteHbka! 370 ThI! — IOCHBIILIANICA TOJIOC 3@ HAMHU, U B Ty K€ MUHYTY MOJIOOOU
YyeJloBeK CHeslall K HaM HECKOJIBKO LIaros.

Boxe, Kako¥ KpHK! KaK OHa B3[POTHYyJa! KaK OHa BHIPBajach U3 PYK MOUX ¥ IMOPXHYJA K HEMY
HaBCTpeuy!.. & CTOSAN U CMOTpeN Ha HUX Kak youTki. Ho OHa efBa Tofiaia eMy pyKy, efiBa Opocuiach
B er0 00BSITHS, KaK BOPYT CHOBa OOEpHYyach KO MHE, OUYTHJIACh MOJJIe MeHs, KaK BeTep, Kak
MOJTHHUS, U, TIpeXae 4eM yCIes S OMOMHHUTLCS, 00XBaTHIIa MOIO IIel0 00eMMHU PYKaMM M KPEIKo,



ropsiyo IouesioBana MeHs. II0ToM, He CKa3aB MHe HU CJI0Ba, O6POCUIAch CHOBa K HEMY, B3sJIa €T0 3a
PYKH ¥ IIOBJIEKJIa eT0 3a co60io.

4 monro cTosin U raAAAen UM Bcieqd... HakoHell 06a OHM MCUE3JTH U3 T'Jla3 MOUX.

Y1po

Mou HOYH KOHYHIKCEH YTPOM. [leHb OblT Hexopoutui. Iles qoXab U YHBIIO CTyda B MOH CTEKJIa; B
KOMHATKe OBIJIO TEMHO, Ha [IBOpe IMacMypHO. ['oji0Ba y MeHs Gojena ¥ KPyXHUIach; TUXOPagKa
IIPOKPaIbIBaIach II0 MOUM YJIEHAM.

— ITuceMmo K Tebe, OGaTOMIKa, IO TOPOJACKOM MMOYTE, MOYTAPh MPUHEC, — ITPOTOBOPUIIA HAl0 MHOIO
MartpeHa.

— [TuceMo! oT KOro? — 3aKpuyan s, BCKakKuBasi CO CTyJa.
— A He Bepalo, 6aTIOMIKa, TOCMOTPH, MOXKET, TaM ¥ HallUCAHO OT KOTO.
4 cnoman nevats. OTO OT Hee!

"O, mpocTuTe, NPOCTUTE MeHsd! — mucana MHe HacTeHbKa, — Ha KOJEHSIX YMOJISII0 Bac, IPOCTUTE
MeHs! 4 obmanyna u Bac u ce6s. OTo ObUI COH, IpU3Pak... I U3HEINIA 3a BaC CETOOHS; MPOCTHUTE,
IIPOCTUTE MeHd!..

He 00BuHSANTE MeHs, IOTOMY 4YTO s HHA B YeM He M3MEHHUJIaCh IIPeJ BaMHu; 5 CKasaja, 4To 0ymy
m0OUTH Bac, s ¥ Temeph Bac o010, 60sbire yeM 0610, O 6oxe! ecnu 6 s Morya T00UTL Bac 000uX
pasom! O, ecu 6 BBl ObLIH OH!"

«0, ecnu 6 OH OBLIM BhI!» — IIPOJIETEIIO B MO rojIoBe. f BCIIOMHUII TBOHU e CJI0Ba, HacTeHbKa!

"Bor BumuT, 4TO OHI 51 TeIeph [JIS Bac cAenasna! f 3Halo, 4YTO BaM TSXKeJO0 U TPYCTHO. 4 ockopOuia
BAC, HO BbI 3HAETE — KOJIU JIIOOHUIIIE, OO JIM IIOMHMIIb 06UOY. A BEl MeHs o0uTe!

Bbnaropmapio! ma! 6maromapio Bac 3a 3Ty M10060Bb. [I0TOMY 4TO B IaMsTH MOeM OHa HalledaT/esack, Kak
CTIAOKUHU COH, KOTOPHIH [IOJIT0 TOMHHUIIIb ITOCTIe TPOOYKOEHUS; IIOTOMY YTO 5 BEYHO Oymy IOMHHUTH TOT
MUT, KOTHA BB TaK OPaTCKMU OTKPHIIM MHE CBOe Cepflle U TaK BEIMKOAYIITHO MPUHSIK B Jap MOe,
youTtoe, 4T06 ero 6epeys, 1eJesiTh, BHIIEYUTE €r0... ECIM BbI POCTUTE MEHS, TO MaMsTh 00 Bac OymeT
BO3BHIIIIEHA BO MHe BeYHHIM, G/1arofflapHEIM YYBCTBOM K BaM, KOTOpOe HUKOTla He U3TJafuTCs U3
oymu Moed... 1 Oyny XpaHUTb 3Ty maMsaTh, Oyny eit BepHa, He U3MEHIO €, He U3MEHI0 CBOeMY
Cepauy: OHO CIMIIKOM MOCTOAHHO. OHO ellle BYepa TaK CKOPO BOPOTHUIIOCH K TOMY, KOTOPOMY
IIpUHaAIeXkano HaBeKu.

MBI BCTpEeTUMCS, BBl IIPUETE K HaM, BH HAC He OCTAaBUTE, B Oy[eTe BEUHO APYTroM, O6paToM MOUM...
U xorpa BB YBUAWUTE MEHS, BBl IOJaAUTE MHE PYKY... fa? B IOJagUTe MHE €€, Bbl IIPDOCTUIN MEHS,
He TpaBpa au? Bel MeHs ni06uTe nonpesjcHemy?

O, mo0uTe MeHs, He OCTaBIsANTe MeHs, IOTOMY YTO 5 Bac Tak JI00JII0 B 3Ty MUHYTY, IIOTOMY 4TO S
IOCTOWHA M00BU Balllei, IOTOMY YTO 5 3acCyXKy ee... Opyr Mou Mmunbii! Ha Oymyiieit Hegene s
BEIX0XKY 3a Hero. OH BOpPOTHJICS BNIOOJNIEHHBIN, OH HUKOTAa He 3a0niBan 000 MHe... BH He
paccepauTech 3a TO, YTo g 06 HEM Hamucasna. Ho s X049y mpuiTH K BaM BMECTe C HUM; BH €r0
moJo0uTe, He IpaBaa u?..

HpOCTI/ITe XKe, IOMHUTE 1 moouTe Bally



Hacmenbky".

4 monTo mepevrTHBAN 9TO MUCHMO; CIIe3Hl ITPOCUINCH U3 T1a3 MOUX. HaKoOHEIl OHO BHITIANIO Y MEHS U3
PYK, ¥ s 3aKPBLUT JIUIIO.

— Kacartuk! a KacaTuk! — Hayana MaTpeHa.
— Yro, cTapyxa?
— A mayTuHY-TO 5 BCIO C IIOTOJIKa CHSJIa; TeIlepb XOTh KEHUCh, TOCTEN CO3bIBaii, TaK B Ty XK IOPY...

4 nmocmoTpen Ha MatpeHy... 9To Onlna emfe 6ogpast, M0a100aa cTapyxa, HO, He 3HAI0 OTYEro, BOPYT
OHa NPeJCTaBUIaCh MHE C IOTYXUIUM B3TJISAO0M, C MOPILIMHAMHU Ha Nulle, corbeHHas, apsxnasd... He
3Hal0 0TYEro, MHe BAPYT NIPeACTaBUIIOCh, YTO KOMHATa MOS IOCTapeyia Tak Xe, Kak ¥ cTapyxa.
CreHHI 1 TI0JIbI OONTMHSATIN, BCE TIOTYCKHETIO; TayTUHEL Pa3Besioch elle Oosnbile. He 3Hat0 0T4ero, Korga
s B3TJITHYN B OKHO, MHE II0Ka3aJioCh, YTO JOM, CTOSIBIIINY HAIPOTHUB, TOXKE OOPSAXJIEN U IOTYCKHEN B
CBOIO 0Yepe[b, YTO IITYKAaTypPKa Ha KOJIOHHAX 0GJTyIUIach U OCHITAIach, YTO KaPHU3H TOYEPHEIU U
PaCTPeCKaIKuCh U CTEHHI U3 TEMHO-KEJITOTO SIPKOTO0 I[BeTa CTaJIX Merue...

Vinu nyd CconHIla, BHE3AITHO BRITJISHYB M3-3a TY4YH, OMSTh CIPSATAJICS IOJ [0XKaeBoe 00/1aK0, U BCe
OTISATH TIOTYCKHEJIO B TJla3aX MOUX; HUJIM, MOXKET ObITh, IIepefo MHOIO MeJIbKHYJIa TaK HEIIPUBETHO U
TPYCTHO BCSI NEPCIEKTHBa Moero Oyayiero, u g yBumeln ce0s TakKuM, Kak 5 Telepb, POBHO Yepes3
ISTHAAIATH JIET, IOCTAPEBIIKNM, B TOH K€ KOMHATe, TaK Ke OOUHOKHM, C TO# xXe MaTpeHou, KoTopas
HUCKOJIBKO He TIOYMHeJIa 3a BCe 3T T'OMHL.

Ho uT006 s momuun obuny moi, Hactenrka! UTo6 s HarHanm TeMHOe 00J1aKO Ha TBOE SICHOE,
0e3MsITeKHOE cYacTHe, 4To0 51, TOPbKO YIPEKHYB, HarHaJl TOCKY Ha TBOe CEpAIle, YSI3BUII eT0 TaWHBIM
YIPHI3eHUEM M 3aCTABUJI €70 TOCKJIMBO OUTHCS B MUHYTY 071aKeHCTBa, YT00 S U3MSI XOTh OfUH U3
3TUX HEXHBIX I[BETKOB, KOTOPHIE THI BIIJIEJla B CBOM YepHBEIE KYOPH, KOTMa IIOIlJla BMECTE C HUM K
anrapio... O, HukKorpma, HuKorga! [la OymeT sicHO TBoe He0o, ma OymeT cBeTna U O0e3MsaTeXkKHa MUIas
yneiOKa TBOs, Oa Oymelrb TH O1arocioBeHHa 3a MUHYTY OakeHCTBa M CUYaCTUS, KOTOPOe THI Hala
OPyromMy, ODMHOKOMY, O6l1arofapHoMy cepairy!

Boxe moii! Llenas muHyTta OnaxeHcTBa! Jla pa3Be 3TOro MaJio XOTh OB M Ha BCIO XKHU3HbDb
YeI0Be4YEeCKy0?..

IIpuMmeuyanue

[1] ...z ee m000BHUKY (KTaIL.)
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